
‘Off We Go!’  
Reception Newsletter - Term 3 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back and we hope you all had a lovely Christmas holiday.  

Our topic is ‘Off We Go!’ where we will be learning about different types of transport and 

the journeys that they can take us on. We will also be looking closely at how transport such as 

cars, buses and planes have changed since they were first invented.  In addition, we will be 

looking at the emergency services and what each one does to help us and the local community.  

 

Key  

Texts 
 

                    

 

Literacy: Our focus in literacy this term is to secure our phonic knowledge to write 

sentences, instructions and stories through talk for writing. In reading, our phonics 

knowledge, high frequency and tricky words will develop further from our reading of key 

texts and sharing and discussing new stories together.  

Maths: In maths, we will be becoming more familiar with measuring and counting. We will be 

continuing to secure our number skills to 20 and then exploring addition and subtraction with 

games and activities.  

 

The main part of the topic is to use the vocabulary associated with all different types of 

vehicles and how they are different and the same. We will also be looking at maps to see 

where different countries and cities are and how we might get there. 

 

Learning Journeys 

As explained when the children began school, you are welcome to bring in any photos or 

contributions for the learning journey books. These are so important alongside school 

learning for building a whole picture of each child. Learning journey books will be available to 

look at on Friday afternoons throughout the term. We will inform you of these on the 

noticeboard outside. 

 

Home Learning 

Thanks to constant practise, the children’s reading is developing well. Thank you to all of you 

who support this at home. It really does make a difference.  

 



Reading  Please read with your child regularly, even if it is just for a few minutes. Now 

that the children are using their sounds to blend new words, it is important that 

they begin to discuss each book and understand words such as ‘character’, 

‘title’, ‘setting’, ‘beginning’, ‘middle’, ‘end’. 

 

Letters 

and 

Sounds 

Home learning books will continue to come home with the sounds that we have 

been learning. We have now moved on to learning ‘digraphs’ (two letters to make 

one sound).  

 

 

Super Home Challenges! 

You might like to choose one of the following activities to try with your child at home. You 

can record these in your home learning book and bring these into school whenever they are 

finished to share with the class. 

• Go on a journey, take photos of how you got there and tell us about how long it took. 

• Make a model of a new vehicle and give it a name! Be as creative as you can! 

• Write a story about one of your vehicles at home that has been getting into trouble like 

the naughty bus! 

Websites and Links 

• www.purplemash.com for Literacy and Maths games and transport themed projects. 

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk Phase 2, 3 and 4 games, blending sounds and words. 

• If you wish to make learning games to have fun at home, you can print from 

www.twinkl.co.uk and browse the EYFS Reception section. 

• www.cbeebies.co.uk for Number Blocks  

• All information for the term is also on the school website. 

 

Quick Reminders 

• Please can you make sure your child brings in a water bottle and their book bags each 

day.  

• Can the children please always have a coat in school particularly as the British weather is 

unpredictable.  

• Our PE days are Tuesday and Thursday but PE kits should be in all week.  

• Please can all children have a spare set of underwear and socks in their PE bag in case of 

any accidents. It is much more comforting for children to have their own change of 

clothes to put on if the need arises. 

 

Trip to the Fire Station 

We are planning a trip to Uckfield Fire station as part this term’s learning - a letter with 

further information will be sent out soon.  

 

Coming into School at 8.50am 

Now that the children are so settled into school, we are encouraging them to begin to come 

into school independently through the door from the playground with the other children. If 

you are unfamiliar with this system, parents and children are encouraged to wait on the  

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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playground until the bell rings at 8.50am. Children then come into the main building 

independently, saying goodbye to parents before entering. 

 

If you feel that your child would benefit from the current system for another few weeks, 

then we we will be opening up the side door at 8.45 as normal until half term, after which all 

children will be coming into school from the playground. Ms Eldridge will continue to support 

children with their lunch choices and ensure that they have picked the dinner that they have 

agreed with you. 

 

PLEASE HELP! 

If you have any unusual vehicles such as an old bicycle, a tractor or a vintage car that you 

would be able to bring in and talk to us about, please let me know. Also, if you have any models 

of unusual transport then we would love to see them. 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to come and see me if you 

have any questions or comments.  

 

Mrs Winchester 

 

Key Vocabulary for the term: 

Vehicle     Travel 

Bus           Community 

Car           Signs 

Train        Emergency Services 

Journey    999 

Space       Wheels 



‘Off We Go!’ 

Learning Map 
What are we learning this term? 

Literacy 
 

 

Letters & Sounds  
 
 
  

Story captions and writing 
lists 

 

Books fiction and non- fiction 
    

     

Maths  
 

 

Number and Calculation 
1.   

 
 
  

Data Handling 

 
How many cars are there in the car park? 

Expressive Art & Design 

 

Acting out and recording our stories 
 

 
Making transport Models 

Understanding the world 

 
 

Different transport for different journeys.  
 

Old and New 
Transport 

1.  

                

Personal, Social and Emotional 
 
 

 

Working together and  
Jigsaw –Dreams and Goals 
  
 
 
 

Playing games with rules 

 

Physical Development 
 

 

Different Movements and 10 minute running challenge 
 

 
1.  

Gross motor skills for building models 
 

         

Communication & Language  

 

Listening Games- What’s making the noise?  
 

 
 

Becoming confident 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.buzzle.com/img/articleImages/391331-58med.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/wantedartsupplies&usg=__1IXiNkeAasSyUXzn5oYFotbHWDs=&h=344&w=306&sz=30&hl=en&start=24&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=9t6BTe3yeVniOM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=paint+brushes+and+paint&start=20&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.boston.com/ae/theater_arts/exhibitionist/Discovery-Globe-thumb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.boston.com/ae/theater_arts/exhibitionist/2008/07/globe_style.html&usg=__snZVKTYuthcX5Q0ZbasFVfb9ux8=&h=314&w=300&sz=28&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nvtjtaTjq_zzUM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=112&prev=/images?q=globe&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BirUPnTj9S9S2M&tbnid=EhGCVqJQ6ZnajM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://hoylandcommonprimary.co.uk/maths-challenge-alphabet-numbers/&ei=pmYvUvjWG-yZ0QWZuICgBg&bvm=bv.51773540,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNF8ZcBJbh4xY4fripqZog-3hn8Z1w&ust=1378924572088142
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/8/5/8/c/12262021582017770699Sephr_Notepad_with_Text_and_Pencil_1.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-24923.html&usg=__PJfDtnzX_UnGyrKFRkXn0xX82Hw=&h=300&w=300&sz=37&hl=en&start=2&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=7eTBdQaURZFulM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=pencil+and+paper+clipart&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=XHRC_Yeqv7InkM&tbnid=IaZNfY7HlXl2ZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.numberwatch.co.uk/&ei=YWgvUp-CNse60wWpzoDYBg&psig=AFQjCNFzWHBhvJHf6ihKDLzKZ6_Vl1dLrw&ust=1378924982355275
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.pinterest.com/clanterman/rotational-motion/&psig=AFQjCNFF2ghXR_2DGSwuzokQGQLEW0DKIA&ust=1481131886468338
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=number&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-131042.html&ei=uOfcVMLuBMr1UMOfhLgM&psig=AFQjCNFtMZt15UiRPn9fjUr5haUqhIewsg&ust=1423849731796767
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://visihow.com/Boost_Your_Self_Confidence&ei=OgDdVJ0S67PuBuX7gbgN&bvm=bv.85970519,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNECFK3D_gpU1i2Nta2eTNm7ZuuE-Q&ust=1423856034420012
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.pinterest.com/melissaduckmant/transportation/&psig=AFQjCNFm4McmFyAyI2xDTzICrEzxSC6Lrw&ust=1481131308331169
http://buggyandbuddy.com/going-bear-hunt-map-activity/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYp6SBjODQAhUBXhQKHRysC3AQjRwIBw&url=http://combiboilersleeds.com/keywords/rocket-1.html&psig=AFQjCNEwi2VIfvQOiDM-bjZElT5FikfOgg&ust=1481131779764690
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-3vCWjODQAhXBvxQKHVAyDIAQjRwIBw&url=http://worldartsme.com/double-decker-bus-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNHqqEulsJCODhQUYZ86EYfi1LGK9A&ust=1481131824791107

