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Dear Chiddingly families, 

What an exciting week we have all had!  

The Harvest Festival was fabulous, the performances 
from all classes were spectacular! It was lovely to 
see Oak and hear about their paintings, Willow’s 
amazing poem, Beech’s story telling of the Little Red 
Hen and Sycamore’s rap! The children                     
performed with a wonderful energy. Well done all of 
you! Even better: there was an audience to enjoy it! 
It was lovely to see parents and carers being able to 
watch their children. 

Thank you to Mr Cline for teaching such catchy 
tunes, that we all carried on singing throughout the 
day! 

Amongst all this, Oak have still had time to drive 
their busses through baked beans, Beech have               
discovered information texts, Willow have produced 
some brilliant writing and Sycamore have worked 
really hard in maths! 

Well done to you all!! 

Miss Frankel 

Learning Powers Next Week 

Our Learning Powers for next week are Freddy in 

Oak, Poppy B in Beech, Jesse in Willow and Molly 

in Sycamore. 

We are pleased to say that parents can now come 

in for Celebration Assemblies at 9.10am every  

Friday. Please make sure you come and sign in at 

the School Office beforehand. Tea/coffee will be 

available to purchase from the PFCS and feel free 

to bring your own travel mug. 

Learning Powers 

Our Learning Powers for this week were Eliza in 
Oak, Theo in Beech, Olivia in Willow and                      
Sebastian in Sycamore. Well done all!  

Illnesses and Absences FAQs 

We now have a list on our website of different 

infections and illnesses and the recommended 

period your child should stay at home for 

(recommended by Public Health). Click here to 

read this information.  

https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/chiddingly/illness-absence-faqs/


Attendance This Week  

Whole School This Year: 95.82% 

Whole School This Week: 94.51% 

Oak:  86.11%  Beech: 97.69% 

Willow: 95.26%  Sycamore: 94% 

Well done Beech Class!  

 

Less than 94.99% - Red   

95 to 96.49% - Amber  

96.5 to 99.99% - Green   

100% - Gold  

Diners of the Week  

The Top Table is Martin Mushroom and the                           

children are Archie P, Kalian, Skyler, Amber, Coco 

and Katie! 

The Diner of the Week is Theo! Well done to you, 

Theo! 

Positivity Board  

 

Car Park and Road Reminder 

Please can we remind all parents to keep the                 

pavements clear for pedestrians before school (the 

school playground gates are open from 8.40 to 

8.50am). If you arrive earlier, please ensure all                

children are  supervised by an adult at all times. Please 

can we also remind everyone to park in the school car 

park (the field is currently available as it is dry), as this 

eases the congestion on the road outside. Many 

thanks for your continued support. 



Alan Brundle — Pioneer Federation Chair of Governors 

We are pleased to say that Alan Brundle has been re-elected as Chair of Governors for the Pioneer               
Federation. Please see the blurb below where Alan introduces himself (for those who do not know him 
already).  

 

 

For those of you that do not know me I live in Hailsham. I am married (to a 
teacher) and have one child. I am a Civil Servant and have recently taken              
partial retirement. I relax by playing, umpiring, and coaching hockey for                
Hailsham. I also have an allotment, though I am struggling to find enough day 
light hours to do it justice. I also seem to get roped into running for good 
causes – even though I really am not that keen on running! I think if someone 
highlights a good cause, I appear to be easily persuaded! I have now                       
completed the London Marathon and the Brighton and Eastbourne half                 
marathons over the last few years. Not to mention the Mince pie run in December that Mr Procter has 
successfully convinced me to run several times. I mistakenly thought I would get a mince pie at each            
water stop……apparently, they expect you to finish before they give you a mince pie!!  

I started as a Governor of Chiddingly School over 20 years ago when my child was a pupil. During that 
time, I have served as Chair at Chiddingly for approximately 11 years, Vice Chair of the Federation and 
now Chair. It is an extremely rewarding role while at the same time being sometimes quite challenging. 
As a Governor, you are responsible for influencing the strategic direction of the schools but have to 
avoid the temptation to get involved in the day-to-day management of the schools. We are responsible 
with the senior leadership team for the School’s/Federation’s performance and direction but as                
Governors have to get the balance right so that we allow the senior leadership team to manage the 
Schools/Federation on a day-to-day basis without interfering. We have to learn to fulfil the “critical 
friend” role.  

I have seen many ups and downs over the years but the most exciting was the move to the Federation. I 
have been amazed by the progress each school has made over the period it has been in the partnership 
or Federation. The results and the Ofsted judgements have been so good to see. The benefits of schools 
and professionals working together cannot be underestimated and I think the evidence speaks for itself. 
There is, of course, still work to be done and areas where we can improve, but I think the foundations 
have been laid and we have a good team of professionals in the Pioneer Federation who will drive us all 
forward for the most important aspect, which is of course the children.  

Why have I stayed around for so long? Well, there is no substitute for seeing the excitement on the             
children’s faces and hearing their chatter as they grow and develop. They are always so willing to share 
what is important to them. Seeing the schools move forward and develop is just so rewarding. I try to get 
into school either on formal visits for meetings and interviews or more informally just to look round the 
classrooms and chat with the staff and children. It just puts the day job into perspective! The Governors 
normally have their badges on when they are in school so if you see any of us, then by all means stop us, 
introduce yourselves and have a chat. 



Oak  

This week Oak Class have been learning about the Naughty Bus. In groups they have made up their own 
stories about their Naughty Bus. We filmed them and showed them to our buddies during buddy time 
this week. They have also worked in pairs to make their own bus and made villages and towns for their 
buses to go through. Oak have been practicing all the sounds we have been learning since we started 
school and we started to learn about number 5.  

Class Updates 



Beech 
This week we have been learning about settings and painting our own Funny Bones settings! We have 
also being making our own characters too! 



Willow 
Willow Class thoroughly enjoyed preparing for and taking part in the Harvest Festival – it has definitely 
been the highlight of the week! As a class, we loved Sycamore’s Harvest rap!   

Luna says, “We practised and now it’s really good!” Sophia and Sophie noticed that the audience were 
shocked and looked impressed at the classes artwork!  Miss B said she was particularly proud of Maizie 
and Owen who did really well despite not being here to practise!  Please see some lovely photos below 
of Beech and Sycamore Class too! 



Sycamore 
Our World War 2 design and technology project of creating Anderson Shelters with Miss Webb is nearing 
completion with some impressive results... 



Forest School 
This week in Forest School Willow Class made autumn landscapes, using leaf printing. They made              
Christmas crafts (decorated jam jars), played with the hammocks and rope swings and drank some             
yummy hot chocolate with marshmallows. A big thank you to our lovely volunteers! 



Dates For Your Diary! 

October 2021 

22nd End of term 1 

November 2021 

1st Start of term 2 

5th Willow trip to Hever Castle 

11th Remembrance Service 

12th Children In Need 

w/c 15th Parent Consultations; Anti-bullying 

week 

17th Sycamore trip to Newhaven Fort 

22nd Flu Vaccinations 

23rd New Parent Tour 1.30-2.30pm 

December 2021 

2nd New Parent Tour 5.30-6.30pm 

6th Nativity dress rehearsal  

8th Nativity at 10am and 2pm 

17th Christingle (to be confirmed) 

17th End of term 2 

January 2022 

4th INSET Day 

5th Start of term 3 

February 2022 

8th Safer Internet Day 

11th End of term 3 

21st Start of term 4 

March 2022 

3rd World Book Day 

w/c 7th Parent Consultations 

 

 

April 2022 

1st End of term 4 

19th Start of term 5 

May 2022 

2nd Bank holiday 

w/c 9th Year 6 SATs  

20th Sports Day 

27th End of term 5 

June 2022 

6th INSET Day 

7th Start of term 6 

w/c 13th Year 6 Bikeability 

July 2022 

6th, 7th & 8th Bowles residential trip (Sycamore) 

12th End of Year Production dress rehearsal 

14th Production at 1.30pm and 6pm 

15th Reports  

18th Leavers’ Service 

19th Parent Consultations (Reports Only) 

20th End of term 6 

21st INSET Day 

 

 











Please ask Mrs Dann for an entry form 






