
By The Seaside 
Dear Oak Families,  
We hope you have an enjoyable half term and return to school ready for our final term in 
Reception! This term, we will be finding out all about oceans and ocean habitats, pollution, 
pirates and much more. We also plan to take a trip to Brighton SeaLife Centre, as well as 
enjoy a beach picnic afterwards (if the seagulls allow!), and more information to follow later 
this term, once dates are finalised. Please see the weekly newsletter (via email) for further 
information around our learning each week. As we are in our final stretch, we will continue 
to focus on our transition to Year 1 and we will be taking part in lots of activities which 
make us more familiar with the children in the class, as well as exploring our new 
surroundings and routines, ready for September. The key to a successful transition to Year 1 
is when children feel that this will be a positive experience and we aim to fully support them 
in this process. If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Our key texts this term will be: 	  

          

Areas of Learning: 
Area Key Skills

PSED

Turn taking and playing group games 
Having some transition days into our Year 1 classroom and meeting 
our new teacher and class.  
Reflecting on our amazing achievements this year.

Communication & 
Language

Talking about the ocean, habitats and different animals that live 
there.  
Playing listening games and focussing on turn taking in discussions. 
Learning how to ask questions to gain information (preparing for 
getting to know our new friends in our new class).  
Talking about significant figures in animal research, care and 
conservation such as David Attenborough. 



Home Learning 

I have attached a copy of the EYFS ‘Early Learning Goals’ into each child’s book bag (these 
are the skills that most children are expected to reach by the end of their reception year). 
Please have a look through these and think about where you can support your child at 

home to meet these goals. 

Physical 
Development 

To cooperate and problem solve in team games. 
Refine our handwriting style and letter formation. 
Navigate areas safely and refine our ball skills, trying throwing, 
catching, bouncing and rolling. 
Increase our confidence with one handed tools such as scissors, using 
them to cut a variety of shapes and angles. 
Developing our coordination, balance and agility.  
Practicing using a knife and fork. 

Literacy

Ensuring that we can write a short phrase using our phonics 
knowledge.  
Exploring adding capital letters, full stops and finger spaces into our 
writing.  
Practicing comprehension and discussing books in groups.  
Looking at non-fiction texts about the sea. 
Revising our tricky words and becoming more familiar with these.

Maths

Refining our number bonds to 5 and 10. 
Recapping doubles, odds, evens and the pattern of numbers.  
Creating our own patters and recognising errors.  
Recapping our 2D and 3D shape knowledge.  
Verbally counting beyond 20 with accuracy. 

Expressive Arts & 
Design

Creating with clay.  
Exploring songs and rhymes and performing in small groups or 
independently.  
Exploring new materials and experimenting with new techniques.  
Reworking into our artwork to produce multi-step pieces which have 
developed over time. 

Understanding the 
World

Exploring states of matter and how water changes.  
Comparing ocean animals to land animals. 
Learning about different habitats.  
Thinking about the past and how things have changed.  
Exploring floating and sinking. 

Area Key Skills

Reading - 
Letters 
and 

Sounds

Please read with your child regularly, even if it is a home or library book. At 
this stage, it is really helpful to discuss the stories that you read and use story 
language such as, character, setting, beginning, middle and end. Also, 
encourage your child to predict the ending of the story and give their opinion 
of the texts that they read. Please record their ideas on Boom Reader. 



 
If you want to further your learning at home, you might like to try 
one or more of these challenges: 

● Paint a picture or make a collage of an under the sea image. 
What can you see under the sea? 

● Design your own pirate ship or pirate flag. 
● Write your own pirate or sea character themed stories. 
● Use Lego or another construction kit to build an amazing ship 

or boat.  
● With an adult’s help, find some objects around your house and test to see whether 

they float or sink when you put them in water. See if you can predict first what you 
think will happen and then see if you were right! 

Websites and Links 

● www.ictgames.co.uk and www.topmarks.co.uk for Literacy and Maths games. 

● www.phonicsplay.co.uk for Phase 3, 4 and 5 games, blending sounds and words. 

● www.mymaths.co.uk – Maths Games  

Quick Reminders 

● Please can you make sure your child brings in a water bottle, hat and their book bag 
each day. Sunhats are essential in the warmer weather when we are outside for longer 
periods of time. We are not permitted to apply sun cream to any child, so children must 
have it applied before they come to school.  

● Our PE days will remain on a Wednesday, but PE kits should be in all week.  

We hope you all have a lovely final term supporting the children in their Early Years 
learning. Please do not hesitate to come and speak to us if there is anything you need. 

Thank you as always for your support, one term to go! 

Love Miss Taylor, Ms Eldridge & Miss Waterman

http://www.ictgames.co.uk
http://www.topmarks.co.uk
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk
http://www.mymaths.co.uk



