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Purpose and aims 
The principal aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what 

difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, 

reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living. 

The threefold aim of RE elaborates this principal aim. The 
curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs 

Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-
religious beliefs 

Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, 
concepts, practices and ideas studied



What religions are to be taught? 
EYFS Pupils will explore Christians and other faiths, as part of their growing sense of self, their own 

community and their place within it. 

KS1 Christians, Jews and Muslims.

KS2 Christians, Jews, Muslims and Hindus. 

Notice the language – ‘Christians’ rather than ‘Christianity’, ‘Hindus’ rather than ‘Hinduism’. This is to reflect that RE 
is about living faiths rather than the history of the religion. This also recognises the diversity within and between 
people of the same and different religions. 

Depth rather than breadth – Pupils will return to religions and core concepts in order to further their understanding 
and make connections. 

All schools within the federation will follow the same curriculum. 



EYFS (Nursery) 
Some ideas for religious education in the nursery can include: 

• creative play, make-believe, role play, dance and drama

• dressing up and acting out scenes from stories, celebrations or festivals 

• making and eating festival food 

• talking and listening to each other; hearing and discussing stories of all kinds, including religious and secular stories with themes such as 
goodness, difference, the inner world of thoughts and feelings, and imagination

• exploring authentic religious artefacts, including those designed for small children such as ‘soft toy’ artefacts or story books

• seeing pictures, books and videos of places of worship and meeting believers in class 

• listening to religious music

• starting to introduce religious vocabulary 

• work on nature, growing and life cycles or harvest 

• seizing opportunities spontaneously or linking with topical, local events such as celebrations, festivals, the birth of a new baby, weddings or the 
death of a pet

• starting to talk about the different ways in which people believe and behave, and encouraging children to ask questions



Planning 





Thursday 1st September 2022
Let’s learn how people are welcomed into religion Me T

Cool I can explain what ‘welcome’ means 

Warm I can describe what happens at a Christian baptism ceremony 

Hot I can compare a Christian baptism with a Jewish/Muslim welcoming ceremony 

Spicy I can describe how both welcoming ceremonies show love 

I - independent SC – scaffolded S - supported

Vocab
Although new vocabulary isn’t specifically 
outlined in the learning outcomes, it is 
incredibly important to allow all children 
to access the lesson. Please bear this in 
mind when planning lessons and success 
criteria. UKS2 use a cover page, you might 
like to do similar!



Teaching & Learning 
Use the suggested content as a starting point to make your 
lessons as purposeful as possible. This could include using: 

• Photographs and observation stickers (31) Good Learning in RE: 
Lie down on the playground 5-7s - YouTube

•Drama 

•Art 

•Story-telling/story boards 

•Debates/discussions 

•Extended writing opportunities (a focus area for KS2)

•Open enquiries (a big question)

•Reflection questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrIBCUfqZr8


Teaching & Learning Each unit has suggested content to 
meet the learning outcomes, so use 
this when you begin planning. 

Other great resources are: 

BBC Bitesize (a fantastic one!) 

Understanding Christianity  

NatRE

RE:Online



Implementation & Assessment
All schools to be successfully teaching and assessing within the new syllabus by July 2023. 
Target Tracker will updated by the end of Term 2 to fit with the new curriculum aims. Book 
monitoring is also happening throughout the year. 

RE Displays
Slight change to the Learning Environment policy for RE displays: they should be more 
interactive and display current learning, similar to a Working Wall. Reflection activities 
can be displayed here too if suitable. 



How to use the syllabus for planning and 
where to find it

G:\Shared drives\Pioneer Staff Shared\Curriculum\RE

Time to explore and think of any 
questions…


