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What is it?
Any kind of physical, sexual, emotional or

financial abuse or coercive control exercised be-
tween children both on and offline.
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Domestic Abuse

Be aware that:

Children who witness domestic
abuse are also victims

Witnessing domestic abuse can
have a lasting impact on a child

Children can be victims, and per-
petrators, in their own relation-
ships too

Domestic abuse can be physical,
sexual, financial, psychological or
emotional

Child on Child Abuse

o Child-on-child abuse is the new

name for peer-on-peer abuse

. It helps highlight that there
can be an age imbalance,
where peer-on-peer suggests
the children are the same age

Be Aware:

Children might not be ready or know how
to tell someone about abuse they've expe-
rienced

Children might not recognise their experi-
ences as harmful

They might be embarrassed, humiliated or
threatened not to tell anyone about their
abuse

Their vulnerability, disability, sexual ori-
entation or any language barriers could
also be reasons why they don't tell some-
one about their experiences

The barriers above shouldn’t stop you be-
ing professionally curious and sharing any
concerns you have about a child with the
designated safeguarding lead (DSL)

Sexual Violence

Guidance on sexual violence and sexual
harassment between children in
schools and colleges, which was previ-
ously a separate document, has been
incorporated into Keeping Children
Safe in Education

This gives the issue more promi-
nence




