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Dear East Hoathly Families,  

 

It has been another busy couple of weeks for everyone at East Hoathly and 

the festive season has officially started. The children have performed a    

fantastic Nativity, the choir has sung at many local events, and the            

classrooms are filled with wonderful creations. 

There have been trips galore with visits to the Post Office, Batemans,             

Wakehurst and Lydfords - A big thank you to all our parent helpers for these 

events.  

We are looking forward to our final celebrations of the term and our 

Christingle Service today at 2pm. Families are welcome to join us for the 

Christingle Service in the church. 

As this is the last newsletter before we break for the holidays we would like 

to wish you all a very Happy Christmas!  

 

Mrs Whythe, 

Acting Head of School  

 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with Mrs Mackmin in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Mackmin.   



 

Key Dates  
16/12—Christingle Service 2pm/ Last 
Day of Term 2 

Jan 2022 

3/1—INSET 

4/1—Term 3 starts 

 

 

Menu Change  

Please note that from January, wraps 

will no longer be on the menu until     

after the Easter break. The options 

will be main, vegetarian and jacket   

potato. Wraps will still be available to 

order for school trips.  

Parent Questionnaire Feedback 
Thank you to all those parents who took the time to respond to the 

parent questionnaire during parents evening week. It's so useful to hear your         

suggestions and it helps us to improve. 

 

Below are some follow-up points based on your feedback: 

 On the school website, there are curriculum maps for all year groups, these list 

what will be covered in each subject for each term. They detail the skills and 

knowledge we aim to teach the children in each subject. 

You can find them here:  

Curriculum Framework – East Hoathly Church of England Primary School 

(pioneerfederation.co.uk)   

 We report your child's progress and attainment to you every other term - Term 

2, 4 and 6. 

 Thank you for all the club suggestions - we will look into them and be in touch 

when we find something. We would also like to share that all clubs are open to 

all children from Reception—Year 6. 

 Sports Club Costs —The school partially fund the cost of the sports clubs and 

so the price of these is only £2 for families. 

 Online Safety — Look out for our annual E-Safety day in Term 3. We will be 

sharing more information for children and parents.  

 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to speak to your child

(ren)'s class teacher.  

They are available most days on the playground before and after school or you can 

contact the office to organise a meeting. 

https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/easthoathly/curriculum-framework/
https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/easthoathly/curriculum-framework/


 

Sports Achievements  

Congratulations to Sam in Year 6 who competed in the South East Regional            

Qualifiers for The British Schools Gymnastics Association, Trampoline                       

Championships, representing East Hoathly School. Sam won the intermediate group 

and will continue onto the Southern zonal round in January. Well done Sam!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Inspections  

The school has had 2 Local Authority Inspections in the last month. One for 

'Safeguarding' and one for 'Provision for SEND'. The reports concluded that 'Pupils 

are safeguarded well at this school’ and ‘There is an inclusive approach and feel to 

the school. SEND feels like it is interwoven into all aspects of school life. Clearly         

defined systems and processes underpin the inclusivity, which are reviewed and       

improved as needed. It is clear that there is a flexible and inclusive team with                                             

strong SEND leadership in your school.’ 

 

 



 

Coffee Morning  

Dear Parents,  

CLASS +  are holding a coffee morning at Park Mead Primary on Wednesday 11th        
January between 9 and 10.30 covering the topic, Autism and Demand avoidance.  

I will be providing tea, coffee and biscuits - so if this is of interest please do come 
along. I hope to see some of you there, 

Sian Leahy (Inclusion Manager) 

Mince Pie Run  

Mr Procter and Mrs Fry recently took part in the Mince Pie 10 mile race. It was very 

chilly so they used their growth mind set to get through it. They would love other    

Pioneer staff and parents to join them next year to raise funds for Pioneer initiatives  

 



 

Hedgehogs Class 

 

Last week Hedgehogs Class visited the Post Office in the village and posted 

their letters to Father Christmas. We spoke about what we wrote in our letter, 

what we need to put on it—envelope, stamp etc and what happens to our letter 

once its posted.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PALS Assembly  

This week in our PALS Assembly, we enjoyed sharing our learning from this 

term with our friends in other classes.  

During our assembly:  

Molly told Hugo & Orlaith about her topic.  

Danny shared with Alex his learning about poetry.  

Jake shared with Willow all he learnt about Mary Anning.  



 

 

 
 

Foxes Class 

On Wednesday 30th November, 

to support our learning of, 

‘Where in the world are we?’   

Foxes Class visited Batemans, 

once home of Sussex Author 

Rudyard Kipling.  

We had a great day exploring the 

house and grounds and finding out 

as much as we could about the    

famous author. 

In our English over the past term we have 

been exploring the Just so Stories by 

Rudyard Kipling, so it was very exciting to 

visit the study where they had actually been 

written! 

We went  down to The Quarry 

Garden. This is Where Kipling’s 

children enjoyed acting out their 

father’s stories. 

We acted out ‘How the Rhino got 

his skin’. This was one of the 

Just So stories written at    

Batemans by Rudyard Kipling. 



 

 

The following day we wrote fact files with all the facts we found 

out during our visit.  



 

 

 We all sat out on the lawn at sketched Batemans, we noticed the 5   

chimneys that made it distinctive as well as different shapes in the 

building. This sketch was drawn by Jake.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nativity  

Last week the whole school took part in our performance of ‘The Bethlehem Bake 

Off’. What incredible performances by all the children. Nursery and Reception in      

particular showed lots of bravery in their first time on stage. Thank you to all the 

parents that supported with costumes and came to watch the show!  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owls Class 

 

On Tuesday 29th November, Owls Class visited Wakehurst Place. We began our day 

in the Millennium Seed Bank where we learnt about their huge collection of seeds. 

Following this we went on a trail around the gardens and found out about how the 

trees in the gardens have adapted over time. Finally we ended our day creating our 

own futuristic flowers using items found in the gardens.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owls Class—Singing at                         

Lydfords Care Home  

Owls Class visited Lydfords Care Home this week to sing some Christmas songs 

with the residents. We enjoyed introducing them to ‘The Bethlehem Bake Off’ 

from our Nativity!  



 

The Great East Hoathly Bake Off  

Following our Nativity, we held our very own ‘East Hoathly Bake Off’. A big 

thank you to everyone that entered, we had some truly fantastic entries!   

Our RE Council judged the entries and decided on the winning bakes.  

Our Star Bakers were:  

KS1  

1st Place—Henry M (Reindeer Biscuits)  

2nd Place—Leo (Star Biscuits) 

3rd Place—Elena (Cupcakes)  

KS2  

1st Place—Alexandra (Scene Biscuits)   

2nd Place—Beatrice (Reindeer Biscuits)  

3rd Place—Oscar (Xmas Tree Biscuits)  



 
 

 

 

Nursery Forest School 

Wednesday 30th November 2022 

 

Nursery set off for the woods together, with their waterproofs and wellies. On the way to 

the woods the children spotted some holly leaves, flowers and berries. They saw lots of 

large chestnut leaves on the floor and each picked some up. Some used them as wings, 

some as rabbit ears.  

Once in the woods, the children each found two sticks. They then used the sticks to tap 

out some rhythmic patterns and learn a song together. Then there was time to explore and 

play in the woodland. There was some excellent turn taking and balancing on the slack line. 

The children had a go at balancing and bouncing on it.  

Each of the children and had a go at making their own stick men. They used gloves and     

peelers to peel a willow stick. They then had a go at drawing a face on it and used pipe 

cleaners to attach leaves and as arms. They then used them to play with in the woodland. 

Some then made plates out of clay for their stick people to eat carrots, apples, ham and 

salami. Some of the children also made them a little house with a leaf carpet and stick 

roof. We read the story of ‘Stick man’ at the end of the session as the children had their 

snack in the woods.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the knowledge the children have gained 

from the Forest School experience. The impact can be seen through the skills, tools used, 

art and craft activities, observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in relation to 

the seasons and the skills involved in learning how to play Forest School games. Some chil-

dren found a shield beetle on a leaf. 

 

Well done Nursery, it was great to see the children following their own ideas and 

fascinations and engaging so well with the woodland environment. A huge thank 

you to the parent volunteers who came and supported the children so brilliantly and got 

involved in all of their play. We can’t wait until next time! 
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We have updated some of 

our posters in school. This 

is one of our new ones that 

shows children and adults 

who they can talk to with 

any concerns.  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Values Certificates 

Last Week:  

Hedgehogs—Finn 

Squirrels Class— Charlie 

Fox Class— Ollie G 

Owl Class— Hugo D  

Headteachers Awards  

Reuben 

Joseph F 

Harry P 

 

 

Please be aware there is no Celebration  
Assembly this week due to our Christingle 

Service.  
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Dates for your Diary 2022/2023 

Dec 2021 

16/12—Christingle Service 2pm/ Last 
Day of Term 2 

Jan 2022 

3/1—INSET 

4/1—Term 3 starts 

Feb 2022 

8/2—Safer Internet Day 

9/2—FGB Meeting 5-7pm   

10/2—Last day of Term 3 

20/2—Term 4 starts 

March 2022 

2/3—World Book Day  

7/3—Parent Consultations  

9/3—Parent Consultations  

27/3—FGB Meeting  

31/3—Easter Service/ Last day of Term 
4  

April 2022 

17/4—Term 5 starts 

May 2022 

1/5—May Bank Holiday 

8/5—Coronation Bank Holiday  

9/5—SATs week  

16/5—FGB Meeting  

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day of 
Term 5  

Jun 2022 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

Jul 2022 

11/7—Summer Production Dress  

Rehearsal  

12/7—FGB Meeting  

13/7—Summer Production Performance 
1.30pm & 6pm  

14/7—Reports out to parents  

17/7—Parent Consultation for Reports 

20/7—Leavers Service/Last day of Term 
6 

21/7—INSET 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 
Hello,  

 

The December school holidays are approaching! The Government’s Holiday activities and food 

(HAF) programme funds a range of exciting activities for young people. The activity sessions 

are free to children who receive benefits-related free school meals. Parents and carers can 

check if they qualify by reading the East Sussex County Council website Free school meals 

page. 

  

All HAF sessions include a healthy meal and are free to those on benefit-related free school 

meals. A smaller number of places will also be available to children and young people who: 

 Referred to Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

 Disabled, those with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), those with other special 

educational needs or disabilities (SEND) or on the disability register. 

 Young Carers 

 Have a disabled sibling 

 Referred to the School Mental Health Teams 

 Gypsy, Roma & Traveller 

 Supported by “Family Focus”/“Troubled Families” services 

 Children in Need (CiN), children on a Child Protection Plan (CP) and Looked After Children 

(LAC) 

 LGBTQ+ 

 Ukrainian Guests 

There is a great range of clubs spread across multiple venues in East Sussex. They all offer a 

free healthy meal. Activities include sport, art, theatre, forest school, animation, music, 

computer coding and crafts. 

You can find out what’s available and book a place on the HAF booking website. 

Also available: Active primary Sports – book via their own website. 

Thank you for helping us to ensure that as many young people as possible take part. Like you, 

we want them to have a great winter holiday. 

You will find more information about the programme on the ESCC Holiday Food and Fun 

webpage. 

Kind regards 

The East Sussex HAF Team 

 

 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
https://eequ.org/escchaf
https://activeprimarysports.com/event.php?ct=35325
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/childcare/welcome-to-holiday-food-and-fun
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/childcare/welcome-to-holiday-food-and-fun


 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 



 


