
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER 

ISSUE 10 FRIDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2023 

 

Tel: 01825 840247 Email: easthoathlyoffice@pioneerfederation.co.uk 

East Hoathly C.E Primary School & Nursery  
Church Marks Lane, East Hoathly, Lewes BN8 6EQ  

 

 

Dear East Hoathly Families, 

Welcome back, we hope you had a lovely half term break.  

We have started term 4 with lots of brand new topics. Nursery have been enjoying 

lots of fine motor activities and learning about The Hungry Caterpillar. Hedgehogs are 

thinking about stories in their 'Once upon a time topic'. Squirrels are travelling 

around the world with Sunny the Meerkat and learning lots of interesting facts. Foxes 

are thinking about fair trade in their learning linked to the Amazon and Owls are   

delving back to the Victorian Era with their topic. I can't wait to see how their    

learning evolves this term. 

We have new pupil governors, peer mediators and playground pals this term and we 

have finally opened our new growing area - Photos to come in the next newsletter.  

Kind regards,  

Mrs Whythe  

Acting Head of School 

 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with Mrs Mackmin in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Mackmin.   



 

Key Dates  

March 2022 

2/3—World Book Day  

7/3—Parent Consultations  

9/3—Parent Consultations  

10/3—School Disco  

12/3—17/3—Book Fair  

27/3—FGB Meeting  

31/3—Easter Service/ Last day of 
Term 4  

Staffing News 

Miss Stubbs will be going on Maternity leave on Friday 3rd March. Mrs Newton who 

will be joining the nursery team during this time, will be visiting on                        

Monday 28th February. 

Mrs Roberts has  stepped down from her SEN TA and MSDA role due to personal 

reasons, however is staying within the staff team as bank staff.  

FPTA Upcoming 

Events 

10 March: School Disco 

28 April: Quiz Night (Disco after-

party) 

6 May: Village Coronation Event (pm) 

21 May: Fun Run 

23 June: Farmers Market   

 

 

 

Upcoming Forest School Dates   

Wednesday 1st March - Squirrels Class  

Wednesday 8th March - Foxes Class  

Wednesday 15th March - Owls Class  

Wednesday 22nd March - Nursery  

 

Please come into school in Forest School kit on these days and bring in school        

uniform to change into.  

Nursery - Please bring in Forest School kit to change into.  



 

Meet our New  

Peer Mediators  

Our peer mediators help to support          

minor disagreements in that may happen 

in the playground. They are a listening 

ear and can sometimes help solve a 

problem.  

Meet our Playground 

Pals  

Our playground pals are on the            

playground to support anyone that 

doesn't have someone to play with. 

They will be looking out for children 

who may need a friend or someone to 

talk to. 

 

Meet our New  

Pupil Governors for this term 

These children have been voted into their roles by their classes. They will share     
information from their classes with the school leaders in termly meetings.  



 

 

Attendance  

The Pioneer Federation goal is an average attendance rate of 97%, recognising that 

each school day provides opportunities for learning, as well as social and emotional 

development. It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts on their          

progress. Attendance for this week is:  

Whole school:  

Year: 94.1% 

   Hedgehogs: 97.08% Squirrels: 97.7% 

Foxes: 93.2%  Owls: 98.7% 

Well done, Owls Class! 

Less than 94.9% - Red  

95 to 96.4% - Amber 

96.5 to 99.9% - Green   

100% - Gold 

Reading  

This weeks ‘Reading At Home’ winners are…  

SQUIRRELS CLASS  

Well Done Squirrels!  



 
               

 
 
 
 

 

News from Hedgehogs  

As part of our ‘Off We Go’ topic we took a trip to Uckfield Fire Station. We were 

joined by our friends from Park Mead and Chiddingly and explored the different 

parts of the fire station with the help of firefighters Greg and Charlie. We got to 

spray the hoses, see the inside of a fire engine and we were lucky enough to see 

both engines set off for an emergency! 



 
               

 
 
 
 

News from Squirrels 

This week, Squirrels were introduced to their new topic ‘Meerkat Mail’. First, we 

read the story and talked about the different locations Sunny the meerkat visited. 

Next, we made pop up meerkat models for our topic display decorated with           

termites, cacti and scorpions! In literacy, the children  wrote about Sunny’s           

adventures and what he experienced  during his journey around the world.  



 
               

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

News from Foxes 

To celebrate our learning, Foxes Class dressed up as our favourite Roald Dahl        

characters. The day was a further immersion into the stories and included, creating 

edible wall paper, making Marvellous medicines, and sewing our own Fantastic Mr 

Foxes to name a few! To finish our day we invited Foxes families to celebrate our 

learning with us where we showcased the Roald Dahl learning we had achieved and 

were able to perform ‘When we group up’ from Matilda The Musical.  



 
               

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
               

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

News from Owls 

This week in Owls Class, we have been learning to convert measurements. We began 

learning metric measures, we then went on to converting miles and kilometres. Below 

you can see some pictures of children converting miles to kilometres.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

On the way to the woods the Hedgehogs class looked out for birds and commented on 

some of the features of the woodland which might be animal habitats. They spotted bat 

boxes and talked about how bats hang on upside down when they are sleeping. They         

noticed some bird boxes and nests and listened out for birds in the trees.  

Hedgehogs developed their session by talking about the story they have been reading in 

class this week-‘The Three Little Pigs’. We talked about the different materials which the 

houses were made of and how, why and if they were good materials for house building. 

The children then had a go at using straw, sticks and clay to explore and create with. 

Some children made a ‘soft play area’ for the three little pigs. Some made a woodland   

garden with trees and plants and there was lots of creative clay making in pairs and 

groups.  

There was time for the children to have a go on the slack line; carefully balancing along 

the line with the help of a guiding rope. It was great to see the children’s risk taking and 

how in such a short space of time, that their confidence in climbing and balancing grew. 

The children explored freely in the woodland. There was lots more sensory exploration of 

the clay, starting with digging it out of the ground. The Hedgehogs had buckets, spades 

and forks to dig with and were really observant, noticing the difference between the mud 

and the orangey coloured clay below. 

Hedgehogs Forest School  

Wednesday 22nd February 2023 



 
 

 

 

The children found an animal hole, with a large pile of clay around it and enjoyed digging 

and exploring and making up imaginary stories about what might live in the hole and the 

woods. 

The Hedgehog class ended their session by each talking to each other about what they 

had enjoyed about the session. 

“I really liked the slack line, it is really fun” 

“The hammock is really nice, I like swinging and looking at the trees” 

“I really like making my fairy village garden it had lots of plants” 

“I liked digging in the hole, and there was a root we were trying to get out, and we 

saw a spider in the hole, it might have been a poisonous one” 

“I liked looking in the holes, I think there might be a mouse living in there” 

There was time to all climb up on the dinosaur tree on the way back to school. Well done 

Hedgehogs class and again a huge thank you to the parent volunteers who came and      

supported the children so fantastically.  

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

 

Values Certificates 

This week: 

Hedgehogs Class - Maya  

Squirrels Class - Rae 

Fox Class - Lily 

Owl Class - Orlaith 

Headteachers Awards  

Aaron 

Arienne  

Riley  

Thady  

Lily  

Next Week (Friday 3rd March): 

Hedgehogs Class - Ollie  

Squirrels Class – Darcy 

Fox Class - Willow 

Owl Class - Sam 

Friday 10th March: 

Hedgehogs Class - Monty 

Squirrels Class - Harry 

Fox Class - Oscar  

Owl Class - Sara 

Golden Broom  

Squirrels Class  
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Dates for your Diary 2022/2023 

March 2022 

2/3—World Book Day  

7/3—Parent Consultations  

9/3—Parent Consultations  

10/3—School Disco  

12/3—17/3—Book Fair  

27/3—FGB Meeting  

31/3—Easter Service/ Last day of Term 
4  

April 2022 

17/4—Term 5 starts 

28/4—Quiz Night  

May 2022 

1/5—May Bank Holiday 

6/5—Village Coronation Event  

8/5—Coronation Bank Holiday  

9/5—SATs week  

16/5—FGB Meeting  

21/5—Family Fun Run  

22/5—24/5—Y5/6 Residential  

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day 
of Term 5  

Jun 2022 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

23/6—Farmers Market  

Jul 2022 

11/7—Summer Production Dress  

Rehearsal  

12/7—FGB Meeting  

 

 

13/7—Summer Production Performance 
1.30pm & 6pm  

14/7—Reports out to parents  

17/7—Parent Consultation for Reports 

20/7—Leavers Service/Last day of Term 
6 

21/7—INSET 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 


