
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER 

ISSUE 11 FRIDAY 17TH MARCH 2023 

 

Tel: 01825 840247 Email: easthoathlyoffice@pioneerfederation.co.uk 

East Hoathly C.E Primary School & Nursery  
Church Marks Lane, East Hoathly, Lewes BN8 6EQ  

 

Dear East Hoathly Families,  

 

Term 4 is whizzing by, with us already being over half way. There have been 

so many great learning moments across these past four weeks and we have 

plenty more in the final two weeks.  

Our growing area is looking great with lots of new items planted - everyone 

is eagerly awaiting the first shoots. Mr Procter, Jacob and Jake all worked       

incredibly hard to tidy up our forest school area on Thursday.  

Keep an eye out for our Malawi Fundraising posters for Friday 24th March 

and our NSPCC assemblies and workshops happening in Weeks 5 & 6. 

Have a great week, 

 

Mrs Whythe  

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with Mrs Mackmin in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Mackmin.   



 

FPTA Upcoming 

Events 

28 April: Quiz Night (Disco after-

party) 

6 May: Village Coronation Event (pm) 

21 May: Fun Run 

23 June: Farmers Market   

Key Dates  

March 2022 

27/3—FGB Meeting  

31/3—Easter Service/ Last day of 
Term 4  

17/4—Term 5 starts 

 

 

Parent Governor Vote  

Don’t forget to cast your vote for our Parent Governor vacancy. Envelopes containing 

details of how to vote for a new Parent Governor were sent home last week.      

Please follow the instructions in the letter carefully on how to cast your vote, if you 

have any queries please contact the School Office. The Count will be held at St 

Mary’s Primary School on Monday 27th March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Forest School Dates   

Wednesday 22nd March - Owls Class  

Please come into school in Forest School kit on these days and bring in school        

uniform to change into.  



 

Growing Area Grand Opening  

On Friday 24th February we officially opened our new growing area. 

The growing area has been under development for the past few terms                 

and has had a transformation. 

The pupils and all the staff would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU, to the FPTA for 

funding this project and putting in hours of work to help redesign it, particularly 

Ami and Jacs who have given up multiple days to bring this together.                          

We have also been fortunate to have donations from local garden centres and 

Parkers building supplies. 

Our Plans for the area include the weekly Growing/Cooking club and utilising this 

area within forest school sessions and other topical learning. 

We have also asked our KS2 growing club members to be our Eco Gardening helpers. 

They will be in charge of keeping a check on the area weekly and as things begin to 

develop will be able to use this area during lunchtimes to keep on top of the growth.  

Thank you to those of you who joined us for the opening ceremony!  



 

 



 

 Attendance  

The Pioneer Federation goal is an average attendance rate of 97%, recognising that 

each school day provides opportunities for learning, as well as social and emotional 

development. It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts on their          

progress. Attendance for this week is:  

Whole school: 92.9% 

Year: 94%  

Hedgehogs: 97.1%  Squirrels: 91.8% 

Foxes: 89.6%  Owls: 94.6%   

Well done, Hedgehogs Class! 

Less than 94.9% - Red  

95 to 96.4% - Amber 

96.5 to 99.9% - Green   

100% - Gold 

Reading  

This weeks ‘Reading At Home’ winners are…  

HEDGEHOGS CLASS  

Well Done Hedgehogs!  

Forest School Area  

On Thursday Mr Procter, Jake and 

Jacob worked tirelessly to tidy up and 

redesign the forest school area. They 

have cleared all of the unusable wood, 

rotten logs and created more seating. 

They have also created a new path 

that leads to the area. We can’t wait to use this area more during our school days. 

 A big Thanks to Jake and Jacob who gave up their after school to help! 



 
               

 
 
 
 

News from Nursery  

This week we have made palm leaves with the different things we are thankful 

for, these included our families, friends, doctors/nurses and ourselves.  

All the children then prayed during circle time for those special people. 

Last week in Nursery we welcomed Mrs Newton to our Nursery team!  

Welcome to East Hoathly Mrs Newton!   



 
               

 
 
 
 

We have also planted our summer flowers ready to learn 

about what they need to grow. 

The children have been down to the pond area where they have been searching 

for frogs spawn from the frogs we released last year. They also enjoyed          

finding animals that live in the pond and then added them to our bug hunt 

sheets. 
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News from Hedgehogs 

For World Book Day, the children came dressed as their favourite book character! 

We shared some of the stories we came with, made book marks and wrote our own 

stories too! To celebrate our love of reading further, we spent part of the morning 

in Foxes sharing our stories with them, and listening to their favourite stories too!   
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This week, the children have been completing some fantastic writing! We have been 

exploring the story of Zog and writing about what he has been learning at school! 

We have been practicing our sentence writing and remembering our five finger tips!   



 
               

 
 
 

 

News from Foxes 

In science Foxes made models of 

the arm bones and joints to      

explore what happens when       

you move. 

Jacob says “when you move your 

arm up there is like an elastic 

band which is the muscle and that 

ball is the joint and that helps it 

to move” 



 
               

 
 
 
 

News from Owls  



 

               

 
 
 
 



 
               



 

 

 

Squirrel Class Forest School  

Wednesday 1st March  

 

On the way to the woods, the Squirrel Class looked out for some emerging signs of spring. 

We learned to identify a cuckoo pint plant, hazel catkins and saw some celandines and 

primroses which were nearly about to flower. 

Once in the woods, the Foxes Class each found two sticks to tap out a rhythm song with. 

They each took a moment to find a quiet ‘sit spot’ to observe and listen to the woodland. 

The class had practised being quiet in their PSHE lesson last week, thinking about      

techniques they could use to help themselves feel calm. There is more and more research 

that shows the benefits of nature connection on our well-being and it was brilliant to see 

how calm and quiet the class were. 

Lots of children heard a tapping noise on their sit spot, which they guessed was a       

woodpecker. The class were introduced to lots of different native birds and learned a   

little bit about their colours and bird calls. 

They talked about what materials birds might use to build nest and had a go themselves 

with hay, leaves, sticks and clay which they dug from the woodland floor. There were 

some beautiful creations! 

The children played with toy birds around the woodland and had a go at making their own 

birds with card, coloured pastels and sticks and then flew them around the Forest School 

area. 

Then there was time to explore and play in the woodland. The slack line was popular, as 

was pushing each other on the hammock. 

Some of the class discovered that the bluebells sprouting under the leaves on the     

woodland floor had grown up taller since their last session. We will be using a different 

part of the woodland during the next few weeks, to ensure that we are not damaging the 

growth of the flowers. 

Lots of the class worked to develop the den of sticks they had started last session. They 

thought about how to balance the sticks carefully and where they should make space for a 

door. 

 

 



 

The class ended their session by flying their birds to the ‘turtle mound’ and then all hav-

ing a climb on the dinosaur tree. It is great to see their physical confidence and risk and 

challenge developing as they climb each week. 

A huge thank you to the parent volunteers who came and supported the children so      

brilliantly and got involved in all of their play. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koko creating a birds nest 

Chloe and Bella designing their craft birds 

Albie and Joseph building a den 

Dylan with his flying bird  



 

 

 

 

  

 

Values Certificates 

Friday 17th March: 

Hedgehogs Class - Monty 

Squirrels Class - Leo 

Fox Class - Sophie S 

Owl Class - Danny 

Headteachers Awards  

Elena  

Annabelle  

Alex 

Maya  

Next Week (Friday 24th March): 

Hedgehogs Class - Effie  

Squirrels Class - Joshua  

Fox Class - Harry  

Owl Class - Paddy  

Golden Broom  

Squirrels Class  
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Dates for your Diary 2022/2023 

March 2022 

27/3—FGB Meeting  

31/3—Easter Service/ Last day of Term 
4  

April 2022 

17/4—Term 5 starts 

28/4—Quiz Night  

May 2022 

1/5—May Bank Holiday 

6/5—Village Coronation Event  

8/5—Coronation Bank Holiday  

9/5—SATs week  

16/5—FGB Meeting  

21/5—Family Fun Run  

22/5—24/5—Y5/6 Residential  

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day 
of Term 5  

Jun 2022 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

23/6—Farmers Market  

Jul 2022 

11/7—Summer Production Dress  

Rehearsal  

12/7—FGB Meeting  

 

 

13/7—Summer Production Performance 
1.30pm & 6pm  

14/7—Reports out to parents  

17/7—Parent Consultation for Reports 

20/7—Leavers Service/Last day of Term 
6 

21/7—INSET 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


