
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER 

ISSUE 14 FRIDAY 12TH MAY 2023 

 

Tel: 01825 840247 Email: easthoathlyoffice@pioneerfederation.co.uk 

East Hoathly C.E Primary School & Nursery  
Church Marks Lane, East Hoathly, Lewes BN8 6EQ  

 

 

East Hoathly Families, 
 

I would like to start this weeks newsletter with saying a HUGE WELL DONE to all our 

Year 6 pupils. This week they have taken their SATS assessments and they have tackled 

these with great effort and attitude. At the start of the week the Reception buddies 

gave them ‘Good Luck Cards’ and the Year 6's have enjoyed being together at SATS 

breakfast. We hope they enjoy this weekend after all their hard work. I would also like 

to pass on thanks to all the staff and parents who have supported the children in the lead 

up to this week.  
 

The rest of the school this week have been thinking about waste and how we can be more 

eco-friendly in school. We have looked at our bins and how we can sort our waste to help 

reduce it.  
 

We are also still on the look out for a Caretaker - If you know anyone who might be        

interested please let us know or ask them to get in contact with Mrs Mackmin. 

We hope some of you can join us for our groundforce afternoon next week - More details 

in the newsletter!  

Have a great weekend, 
 

Mrs Whythe 

 

 

 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with Mrs Mackmin in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Mackmin.   



 

FPTA Upcoming 

Events 

 

 

21 May: Fun Run 

23 June: Farmers Market   

Key Dates  

Term 5  

16/5—FGB Meeting  

18/5—Owls Class Trip to Weald &           
Downland Living Museum  

21/5—Family Fun Run  

22/5—24/5—Y5/6 Residential  

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day of 
Term 5  

Letters Sent Home  

This Week 

All: Sports Day– Click here for Google 

Form  

All: School Dog Update - Click here for 

Google Form  

 

Parking and Speeding  

We have had complaints from members of the local community of cars speeding 

through the village at drop off and pick up time. Please ensure you are driving      

carefully and considerately through the village. We have also had concerns about 

cars parking on the bend by the Church. Please keep this area clear and if the car 

park is full please use the parking spaces at the bottom of Church Marks Lane.  

 

 

Upcoming Forest 

School Dates   

Owls - Wednesday 1 7th May  

Hedgehogs - Wednesday 24th May  

https://forms.gle/Wu7knqL3xgwzidkdA
https://forms.gle/Wu7knqL3xgwzidkdA
https://forms.gle/Wm3g3o4rBzYLFHMF6
https://forms.gle/Wm3g3o4rBzYLFHMF6


 

Thursday 18th May 2-3pm 

All classes (Except Owls who are on a trip) are invited to bring in a change of clothes 

on Thursday 18th May, as during the afternoon all children and staff will be giving our 

school a bit of a spruce up. We are thinking more about how we can all work together 

to keep our environment looking great!  

We would love as many grown ups as possible to lend a hand, trimming, sweeping and 

possibly painting. Please let Mrs Whythe and Mrs Mackmin know if you are able to help 

out. 

Ground Force Day 



 

 

 

 

 

Good news! You can now use the Times Table Rock Stars app on your mobile or     

tablet. It’s a free download available from Amazon, Android and Apple app stores 

by searching for ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’.  

Children login with their usual usernames and passwords. If you need another copy, 

please contact your child’s class teacher.  

For most impact, remember to get your child playing little and often.                  

Times Tables Rock Stars recommend 3 minutes a day, four or five times a week.  

 



 

NEWS FROM…  

We have filmed a video to send to our link school, explaining how we play our     

favourite game Foursquare. We have also sent balls, pumps and letters to the 

children using the money we raised during our cake sale last term! To watch the 

video please visit https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/easthoathly/international-

school-links/ next week!  

We have also had some Whatsapp updates from our 

link school this week: 

Good evening good people. 

Tomorrow the 10th of May, 2023 is the day when 

all strand eight learners will be sitting for MANEB 

(Malawi National Examinations Board). This is the             

standardized test scores whereby all of the suc-

cessful learners will stand a chance to be selected 

to government Secondary schools. Selection to 

best schools is based on merit. Best regards to all 

the candidates 

They have also had some sad news - We have sent 

our love and prayers. 

Mikute, lost one learner of standard 6 A. The 

learner died yesterday and was buried today. Five 

teachers went there together with half of the 

class representatives. 

This is a message from the Starfish      

Malawi Team,  

Dear friends 

Today is an important day for the          

Standard 8 learners in Malawi who will 

start their final exams. It's the             

culmination of their time at primary school 

and those who pass have a chance of being 

selected for secondary school. 

At Starfish we know from our              

sponsored students just how much this 

opportunity means to the learners and 

their families. 

Best wishes from the UK to all the           

learners and many thanks to the teachers 

who will have been working hard to prepare 

them. 

This is the update we shared:  

Hi, 

We at East Hoathly send our thoughts and prayers to the community and families following the loss of 

one of your learners. 
 

We have also had an assessment filled week here at East Hoathly with our Year 6 cohort taking 6     

different standardised tests across the week. They have done all the staff proud with their             

determination.  

Our other classes have been exploring waste and how we can become a more sustainable school,         

looking at what we can recycle and reduce the use of. 

Last week we held another dress up day and hosted a whole school picnic as part of the celebrations 

of the coronation for the UK’s new King!   



 

Attendance  

The Pioneer Federation goal is an average attendance rate of 97%, recognising that 

each school day provides opportunities for learning, as well as social and emotional 

development. It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts on their          

progress. Attendance for this week is:  

Whole school: 93.8% 

Year: 94.8% 

Hedgehogs: 90.9%  Squirrels: 88.4% 

Foxes: 94.7%  Owls: 98.8%  

Well done, Owls Class! 

Less than 94.9% - Red  

95 to 96.4% - Amber 

96.5 to 99.9% - Green   

100% - Gold 

Growing Area 

We are very excited to see the changes in our growing area this term. Growing club 

have planted lots of vegetables and fruits and we are now starting to see the start 

of a very promising vegetable patch! Keep your eyes out for updates as they grow.  

 

 

 



 
               

 
 
 
 

On Friday we celebrated the kings coronation together by coming to school 

dressed in Red, White and Blue. We then came together for a traditional party 

picnic, with music and some great dance moves!   

Coronation Celebration 



 

 News from Nursery  

This week in Nursery, we were very excited to have a visit from 

our School Dog Tilly. We talked about safety around dogs in our 

community and all had a chance to meet Tilly. Then we took her 

for a walk around the garden. We enjoyed showing Tilly all the 

things we like to play with and giving her a guided tour!  



 

 Hedgehogs Class 

Finn 

Elena 

Indie 

Hedgehogs have been looking 

at their favourite fruits and 

vegetables after exploring 

the story of ‘Oliver’s Vegeta-

bles’. We drew pictures of 

our favourite vegetables and 

fruit, and then we wrote 

about them too!  



 

 

Continuing with our vegetable theme, we used the potatoes from our in class 

farm shop to make chips just like Oliver! We washed, chopped and oven baked 

our chips and got to try them at the end of the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs also had their very own visit from Tilly the dog last week. She spent 

some time with us in our garden and we shared stories with her and showed her 

what we have been growing. We must have worn her out as she soon found a cosy 

spot to have a nap! 

Hedgehogs Class 

Maya 



 
               

 
 
 
 

In Squirrel Class we created some coronation themed artwork to celebrate the 

happy occasion. The children created an eye-catching  portrait of King Charles 

III using different collage techniques and paper folding. 

Squirrels Class  



 
               

 
 
 
 

Well done to all of the children in Year 6 for working super hard during all of 

their SATs tests! 

They have been really persevering and had great growth mindsets whilst             

undertaking their Grammar paper, Spelling paper, Reading paper and three 

Maths papers!  

They also very much enjoyed their daily breakfast club! 

Owls Class 



 
               

 
 
 
 

As part of the Coronation celebrations Owls class created artwork inspired by 

King Charles and the Union Jack. They also write letters to King Charles, to ask 

about how he was feeling for the coronation.  



 
               

 
 



 

 

 

Foxes Forest School 

Wednesday 3rd May  

 

We spent the first part talking about risk assessments and the things the children can do 
to make sure they are safe when learning about fire. The class learned about ‘red dragon, 
green dragon’ as a way of communicating to each other about whether they were moving 
around the fire area safely. ‘Green dragon’ is around the outside of the log circle safely 
and ‘red dragon’ is to remind people when they step into the circle, it is not a safe place. 
The wood was stacked together, from thick to thin, to lay a fire, which they then placed 
their sparks upon. Then the class used a fire striker to ignite cotton wool from a spark. 

The children worked in small groups, sharing fire strikers and equipment. It was fantastic 
to observe the Foxes developing skills of patience, resilience, focus, perseverance and   
encouragement to each other. So many of the children were successful at independently 
starting a fire by the end of the session.  

Once the fire was going the class went and picked dandelions. They spent a long time     
collecting and comparing the lengths of them, estimating which stems were longest and 
even got some metre rules to measure accurately. Foxes washed the dandelions to make 
sure they were free from dirt and bugs and then pulled the petals to add to some pancake 
mixture. The clean dandelions were then dipped in batter and put in the frying pan and 
cooked. Delicious dandelion pancake lollipops! 

The class then learned about extinguishing the fire, by pouring a cup of water on the fire 
and sharing what they had enjoyed about the session. 

There was time to explore the field and they really enjoyed playing in the willow dome.  

Some of the class went and filled pots with soil and planted some cornflower and         
sunflower seeds. They labelled them and took them back to their classroom to nurture 
over the coming weeks. 

At the end of the session the Foxes class had a game of ‘fox and rabbit’ and had to work 
together as a team by creating a circular ‘warren’ to protect the rabbit from not getting 
tagged by the fox. 
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Nursery Forest School  

Wednesday 9th May  

 

Nursery set off for the woods together on a beautiful bright morning. On the way the 

children looked out for stinging nettles and sticky weed. The children had a go at            

developing fine and large motor skills by drawing the zig zag edge of the stinging nettles 

with our fingers and arms. On the walk we found a beautiful cherry blossom tree and in-

vestigated and collected some of the fallen petals.  

We talked about the bluebells and enjoyed the amazing colour they create on the             

woodland floor. The children were brilliant at sticking to the paths in the woods. The       

children talked about why it was important to preserve these beautiful plants on the 

woodland floor and thought about how many flowers they think they saw. 

“The bees like flowers….I have bees in my garden” 

“Butterflies love the flowers, they eat them” 

“I think there is 15 bluebells” 

“I think I see 41 bluebells!” 

The children then walked through the grassy meadow on the way back to nursery and 

spotted lots of insects, such as woodlice, spiders and ladybirds on the stinging nettles.  

We collected lots of sticky weed and made some crowns and nests when we got back to 

the nursery, then added some dandelion flowers to them to decorate. Some of the       

children spent a long time carefully decorating their crowns and nests with dandelions, 

daisies and tree blossom.  

Some children wore their crowns and others used them as birds’ nests. They counted the 

birds and had a go at identifying them by their calls and colours of feathers.  

 



 

 

 

Then some of the group played ‘Kim’s game’ with the birds. They looked closely at them 

and remembered their names, then had to close their eyes and spot which bird had flown 

away and was missing. They were great at recalling some of the bird names; robin,             

blackbird, blue tit and woodpecker from their last session. Well done Nursery, it was 

great to see the children engaging so well with the bird related activities and joining in 

with games. 

A huge thank you to the parent volunteers who came and supported the children so             

brilliantly on our walk through the bluebell woods. 
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Values Certificates 

Friday 19th May: 

Hedgehogs Class - Finn  

Squirrels Class - Albie  

Fox Class - Alex B 

Owl Class - Not awarded this week will    
return in term 6  

Headteachers Awards  

Maisy 

Jemima 

Charlie 

Golden Broom  

Owls Class  

 

Please note there is no   

Celebration Assembly on Friday 26th May 

 due to Sports Day  
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Dates for your Diary 2022/2023 

May 2022 

16/5—FGB Meeting  

21/5—Family Fun Run  

22/5—24/5—Y5/6 Residential  

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day 
of Term 5  

Jun 2022 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

23/6—Farmers Market  

Jul 2022 

11/7—Summer Production Dress  

Rehearsal  

12/7—FGB Meeting  

13/7—Summer Production Performance 
1.30pm & 6pm  

14/7—Reports out to parents  

17/7—Parent Consultation for Reports 

20/7—Leavers Service/Last day of Term 
6 

21/7—INSET 
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