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East Hoathly Families, 

Wow what a very busy Term 5 we have had at East Hoathly!  

Owls and Squirrels have worked incredibly hard this term in their end of key stage SATS 
and we are all so proud of how they tackled these this term. 

Nursery have been enjoying lots of sports and races on the big field and Foxes have been 
creating some fantastic Greek art.  

Hedgehogs have eagerly been watching their caterpillars grow and we can’t wait to see 
what they have turned into when we return. 

The FPTA hosted a fantastic quiz and fun run which have raised some well-earned funds 
for the school and brought the community together for an evening of taxing questions 
and a morning of fun in the sun!  

We hope you all enjoyed sports morning today and wish you a very happy half term! Don’t 
forget  Monday 5th June is an INSET day so we will see you all on Tuesday 6th June.  

Mrs Whythe 

 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with Mrs Mackmin in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Mackmin.   



 

FPTA Upcoming 

Events 

 

 

 

23 June: Farmers Market   

Key Dates  

Jun 2023 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

23/6—Farmers Market  

 

 

Letters Sent Home  

This Week 

Squirrels - Famous Faces Dress Up Day  

Foxes - Hands on History Click here for Google Form  

All - Class Photos Reminder  

 

Please contact the School Office if you 

would like another copy of any letters.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Forest School Dates  

Wednesday 7th June - Nursery  

Wednesday 14th June - Squirrels   

Wednesday 21st June- Foxes 

Wednesday 28th June - Owls  

Wednesday 5th July - Hedgehogs  

Class Photos  

A reminder that the deadline to order 

class photos for free delivery back to 

school is Monday 29th May.  

 

https://forms.gle/iAAHLZr3Hq4rPL9YA


 

Allergy Reminder  
 Please can we remind all families, including our nursery families that we have      

children with severe allergies so therefore nuts and kiwi products should not be    

included in packed lunches.  



 

 

We had a fantastic whole school ground force event, with all classes helping to look 

after our school. A special thanks to Mrs Fawls and Mrs Smith for volunteering for 

the afternoon to help us!  

Ground Force Day 



 

On Sunday The FPTA held their Family Fun Run, the sun shone and we had a 

fantastic turn out of runners. It was amazing to see so many of you there and 

a big thank you to Jacs, Anna, Emma and the FPTA for all their hard work with 

making this event such a success!  

The event has raised nearly £3,000! If you know of anyone who may be able to 

help us with match funding this amount please get in touch!  

East Hoathly Fun Run  



 

Pupils from our school choir were invited to sing in a local fundraiser 

this month. The event raised funds for St James and St Peter’s Hospice 

and was held in East Hoathly church. The choir and many others        

performed across the afternoon and evening, together raising over 

£5500! A big well done to those who came and performed.  

Choir 



 

NEWS FROM…  

This week we heard Mikute received our USB stick, with instructions for how to 

play foursquare. They are hopefully going to learn how to play and let us know 

how much they enjoy it. Mrs Whythe has been Whatsapping Mr Buck Way from 

Mikute. 

Mr Buck Way - Good afternoon ladies 

and gentlemen 

 

We are very glad to receive a flash 

drive (memory stick), balls, pump, let-

ter and instructions for the game. 

When I handed over the materials to 

the headteacher, Harry was very 

thankful for the presents to Mikute. 

This has been a great surprise and he 

bid me say to the administration of 

East Hoathly a big thank you. 

I hope each we are all well.  

Once more, Mikute is filled with joy 

after being told by Chris that You 

(East Hoathly) have donated money to 

Mikute for the water project as one 

of the major areas of our lessons this 

year. This will be really helpful since 

our tap water from the water board 

supply was disconnected last month 

for unsettled bills. 

East Hoathly  

We are so glad you are pleased. It 

was the children who came up with 

the fundraising ideas and to send 

the video after we saw your         

fantastic one a while ago. We hope 

you enjoy playing foursquare and 

hope the water project continues. 

We are in our last few days before 

our May holiday, which starts on 

Monday. 

Tomorrow (Friday) is our sports 

day, where each child takes part in 

lots of fun races and families join 

together for a big picnic.  

Our Year 5/6 pupils have just      

arrived home from their post SATS 

camp and activity holiday and our 

younger children have been          

enjoying forest school this week. 



 

Attendance  

The Pioneer Federation goal is an average attendance rate of 97%, recognising that 

each school day provides opportunities for learning, as well as social and emotional 

development. It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts on their          

progress. Attendance for this week is:  

Whole school: 91.4% 

Year: 94.7% 

Hedgehogs: 87.6%  Squirrels: 92.9% 

Foxes: 92.%  Owls: 91.2% 

Well done, Squirrels Class! 

Less than 94.9% - Red  

95 to 96.4% - Amber 

96.5 to 99.9% - Green   

100% - Gold 

 

 

 

 

This week Owls Class have been on their residential trip to Walton Firs Activity   

Centre. A full write up of all the exciting things they got up to will be in our next 

newsletter!  

 

Owls Class 



 

 

 

 

 

News from Nursery  

This week in Nursery we have been busy clearing and planting in our      

growing area. We have loved finding the bugs that have come up! We have 

all helped make bee's for World Bee Day and learned some interesting 

facts about bumblebees. We found out that they have 5 eyes, two big 

eyes and 3 small eyes, they are covered in hair, not fur and smell with 

their antenna! We have also been making faces in our exploration              

area, where we used different materials to create different emotions. 

Then we learnt about the story of Noah's Ark and had lots of fun cutting 

out the animals and matching them in 2's to stick on our very own ark!  



 

 

 

 

 



 
               

 
 
 
 

For Mental Health Week Squirrel Class learnt about what anxiety is and how it 

might affect us. Next, we looked at things that can help us to feel calmer when 

we might be feeling worried. Finally, we talked about who we might confide in 

when we are feeling anxious about anything and need to talk. 

Squirrels Class  



 
               

 
 
 
 

On Wednesday afternoon, Squirrel Class made apple crumble! For D.T this term, 

they have planned what ingredients they would need, designed their own packaging 

using persuasive language and learnt about food safety in the kitchen. The children 

worked really well as a team to produce some scrumptious puddings ready to enjoy 

at home. 



 
               

 
 
 
 

On Monday the 22nd of May, a volunteer from the Community Garden came to    

visit. James told us lots of fascinating information about plants. We learnt about 

the herbs we could grow in our gardens, including parsley and basil which we got 

to taste! Also, we learnt about spider plants which produce little plantlets which 

are referred to as spiderettes. They got this name as they hang from the plant 

like a spider on a web. After the discussion, we got to plant a spiderette ready to 

take home. 

Community Garden Visit 



 

 

 

Owls Forest School - Wednesday 17th May 2023  

The bluebells are growing in the woodland, so to preserve these amazing plants, the Owls had 

their session on the field this week.  

We spent the first part talking about risk assessments and the things the children can do to 

make sure they are safe when learning about fire. The Owls stacked wood from thick to thin, 

to lay a fire. Then the class used fire strikers to ignite cotton wool from a spark. It took a lot 

of perseverance and persistence to use the fire striker- “…it is not as easy as it looks…”. It 

was great to see how the children were supporting and encouraging of each other, sharing 

tips, working together and taking turns really well. They are developing skills of patience,      

resilience, focus, perseverance and encouragement. So many of the children were successful 

at independently starting a fire by the end of the session.  

Once the fire was going the class went and picked dandelions. The Owls made sure they were 

free from dirt and bugs and then pulled the petals to add to some pancake mixture. Then    

using the great fire they had made, the pancakes were cooked over it in a frying pan. Lots of 

the children tried them. It is good to see them experimenting with trying new, unfamiliar    

foraged foods. The class were very enthusiastic about cooking and want to try more during 

their next forest school session. 

This week the Owls had a go at ‘leaf wapping’, or leaf printing. They chose some leaves and 

flowers from around the site and arranged them on half a piece of fabric. The fabric is then 

folded over and then hammered to tap the plants and printing the leaf shapes onto the fabric 

in a symmetrical pattern.  

Some children used secateurs to cut willow from the dome, strip it of its leaves and cut it    

into lengths. They then placed this in a metal tin, which went on the fire to make charcoal. 

Lots of the class explored and played independently, making dens and swings with tarpaulins, 

rope and found pieces of wood. 

A huge thank you to the parent volunteers who came and supported the children so brilliantly 

and got involved in all of their activities.  
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Hedgehogs Thursday 24th May 

 

Hedgehogs set off for the woods together on a beautiful bright morning. On the walk to 

the woods the children spoke about what plants they had observed, such as buttercups 

and blue coloured speedwell. They compared the heights of the stinging  nettles, bracken 

and cow parsley as they passed by. We talked about the importance of not picking any 

plants that we are unfamiliar with and the reasons why; 

 

“The bees need them for nectar” 

“We mustn’t stop the plans growing, they help us to breathe” 

“Things might prickle or sting us” 

 

This week the children had a go at ‘leaf wapping’; printing with leaves and flowers. They 

collected different leaves and flowers in the woodland and learned to identify them by 

their shapes. They found buttercups, speedwell and bluebells. They took hammers and 

fabric and folded the flowers into the fabric and hit the sap and juice out of them with 

hammers, creating symmetrical patterns on the fabric.  

 

The class all found 2 sticks, tapped out patterns and sang a song together. We played a 

game of ‘1,2,3 change tree’ where the children had to run to find a new tree to be safe at 

before the end of a countdown. There was lots of time for independent play this week, 

with the children balancing on the slack line, swinging on the hammock, digging in the 

mud, creating mud mixtures and paint and exploring the woodland in spring. 

 

At the end of the session the class managed to pass 2 ‘woodland whispers’ all the way 

along the line of them, listening brilliantly to each other. They also shared some of the 

things they had enjoyed about their session. Well done Hedgehogs, it was great to see 

the children engaging so well with developing their physical risk and challenge when       

exploring the woodland. A huge thank you to the parent volunteers who came and           

supported the children so brilliantly and got involved in all of their play.  
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Values Certificates 

Friday 9th June: 

Hedgehogs Class - Alexander 

Squirrels Class - Corey 

Fox Class - Mary 

Owl Class - Ned 

Headteachers Awards  

Max  

Annabelle  

Sophie T  

Freya  

Golden Broom  

Foxes Class  

Friday 16th June: 

Hedgehogs Class - Madeleine  

Squirrels Class - Luke 

Fox Class - Carmella 

Owl Class - Aaron 
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Dates for your Diary 2022/2023 

May 2023 

26/5—Sports Day and Picnic / Last day 
of Term 5  

Jun 2023 

5/6—INSET 

6/6—Term 6 starts 

23/6—Farmers Market  

Jul 2023 

11/7—Summer Production Dress  

Rehearsal  

12/7—FGB Meeting  

13/7—Summer Production Performance 
1.30pm & 6pm  

14/7—Reports out to parents  

17/7—Parent Consultation for Reports 

20/7—Leavers Service/Last day of Term 
6 

21/7—INSET 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 


