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Head of School News 

 
Dear Park Mead families, 
 
What a wonderful term we have had! 
 
Thank you to everyone for supporting Park Mead throughout Term 2. I am so proud of all 
the children and staff for demonstrating such a positive attitude to learning and for taking 
onboard new developments and changes in our school routines. 
 
EYFS and KS1 gave a sparkling performance in their nativity show which was well 
supported by parents/ carers. It was lovely to have an audience to share this experience 
after so many restrrictions this year. 
 
Thank you to our PTFA for putting on a mini Christmas Fayre and despite the small scale of 
the event, there was a good atmosphere.   
 
All children have completed some brilliant learning this term and have enjoyed Christmas 
parties and craft activities this week. There has been a lovely festive atmosphere. 
 
Well done to Romans house who won the term 2 trophy.  A great team effort!   
 
The scores were: 
 

 Saxons—194 
 Vikings—204 
 Normans—180 
 Romans—232 
 

 
We wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mrs Heidi West 
Head of School 
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News from Willows 

We have had a busy month getting ready for our nativity.  The children worked so hard, they 

should be very proud of themselves— we are! 

We have also continued to write sentences in phonics 

as well as adding and subtracting in maths.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy has enjoyed coming in for ‘Hot Chocolate 

Friday’.  We have been taking him out on 

Autumn walks, splashing in puddles and making 

sure he has enough treats!  

We have also designed and melted plastic cups 

for Christmas decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Willows, Miss Wells and I think you are all 

amazing, keep being winners for Mrs Foot and Mrs 

Mateides.  We will miss you a lot. Jimmy has loved coming 

in, you have all been so brilliant with him.  

Have a relaxing Christmas and New Year! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 News from Chestnuts 

 

We have had a fun term in Chestnuts!  

 

We have been joined by our very cheeky Elf on the Shelf, we loved practising and performing our 

nativity play and have learnt all about our local area.  

 

In maths we have continued to explore addition and 

subtraction and the Year 1’s have moved onto shapes.  

The children have really started to show their understanding 

through reasoning which has been lovely.  

We have been looking at 

the Lighthouse Keepers 

Lunch and the Lighthouse 

Keepers Christmas.  This 

inspired some of us to make our very own lighthouses. 

 

We had lots of fun learning about imperative verbs by making a 

jam sandwich, learning about habitats on our habitat hunt and 

singing lots of Christmas carols!  

 

Forest school was great.  We built a bug hotel and some 
of us even made fire! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a fun, jam packed term.  I think we are 
all looking forward to getting back into a routine 
next term!  



 

 

News from Maples 

 

Maples have been working hard until the end.  We have investigated our times tables.  We have 

started to explore 6, 7, 8 and 9s; it has been hard, but we are enjoying singing songs to help our 

tables.  We are super mathematicians! 

 
Forest school was brilliant and we have enjoyed being outside even with the inclement weather.  

We love the new bikes and trikes and of course, we are still playing football too! 

 
Our Tudor topic has been excellent and our knowledge of the wives and times of Henry VIII are 

now much improved!  We have created sugar sculptures, found 

facts, made PowerPoints and fashioned many decorations too. 

 
Thank you for your support with the reading this term, it is really 
making a difference.  Please keep it up over the holiday.   
 
Have a wonderful break and try to relax as much as possible!     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2022 

4th Inset Day 

5th Start of Term 3 

14th Mastocytosis & Mast Cell Awareness                  

        Mufti Day 

15th Deadline for Primary School  

        Applications 

  

February 2022 

1st Chinese New Year 

8th Safer Internet Day 

11th End of Term 3 

21st—Start of Term 4 

 

March 2022 

3rd World Book Day 

28-1st Grounds Week 

April 2022 

1st End of Term 4 

19th Start of Term 5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 

2nd Bank Holiday 

27th End of Term 5 

  

June 2022 

6th Inset Day 

7th Start of Term 6  

  

July 2022 

8th Sports Day 

15th Reserve Sports Day 

21st End of Term 6 

22nd Inset Day 

 



 

 

News from Oaks 

  

Dear Oaks, 

We have really had an amazing half term and continued enjoying our World War Two topic. We 

had a great time at Newhaven Fort and finished the topic with a wonderful trip to Michelham     

Priory. The children had the best time learning how to ‘make do and mend’ items.  It gave the 

adults a chance to see how the children could use a needle and thread carefully.  Some children 

were able to master the ink pens and produced some careful writing. They enjoyed the class-

room role play, with a strict teacher called Mr Squirrel, where they made a paper tree decoration 

and party hat. The children even made a little lavender pomander for a gift. The children had the 

opportunity to explore the bedroom which was set up as if an evacuee child had been staying 

there.  

The children have enjoyed writing a newspaper article and developing their co-ordinates 

knowledge in maths.  

Thank you for your continued support during this usual time. We wish you all a peaceful and 

healthy Christmas and we will return in the New Year refreshed and ready for the next term. 

Take care, 

Mrs Riley and Ms Taiclet 

 

 

 



 

 

Maples Forest School  

Wednesday 1
st

 December 2021 

The class started their afternoon with a game of 

‘fox and rabbits’ to warm themselves up on the 

chilly afternoon outside. They took it in turns to 

chase the rabbit and try to make themselves 

‘safe’ by creating pairs of children to be 

‘burrows’. 

The children had two 

challenges this after-

noon. Firstly to light a 

fire to warm them-

selves and to boil a 

kettle to make hot ap-

ple juice for the end of 

the session.  

The children sorted the 

sticks into widths and 

learned how to lay a fire. They then used fire 

strikers to create sparks to ignite cotton wool, 

which lit the fire. It is a tricky challenge, requir-

ing motivation, persistence and quite    sophisti-

cated fine motor co-ordination. It was fantastic 

to see the perseverance and to enjoy a warm 

drink together as a reward for the hard work. 

The second challenge for the children was to 

have a go at sawing a wooden willow slice to 

decorate. They learned to hold the wood       

securely for each other and how to work as a 

team to pull the bow saw and cut a thin slice of 

wood. They then used palm drills to make a 

hole to thread string through. This required lots 

of persistence and concentration and Maples 

showed their determination and focus with this. 

Having threaded the slices onto string, 

they set about decorating them to create 

necklaces and Christmas decorations. 

Along with their challenges, Maples moved 

some more resources in the Forest School 

area to add to the bug hotel which was 

started last week. 

They also spent time taking turns on the 

tyre swing and hammock and using seca-

teurs to cut back brambles to create a den 

together in the overgrown part of the 

space. 

The Impact of Forest School for the children is 

the knowledge the children have gained from 

the Forest School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills 

gained, tools used, art and craft activities,      

observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants 

and trees in relation to the seasons and the 

skills involved in learning how to play Forest 

School games. 

At the end of the day the children shared what 

they had enjoyed and want to do next time. 

“I liked lighting the fire” 

“I liked swinging on the hammock” 

“I liked sawing best of all” 

“I liked using the cutters to cut back the 

brambles to make our den” 

“I like the decorating” 

Well done  for such a productive and engaged 
afternoon at Forest School and for working so 
well together and completing your two          
challenges! 

 

 



 

 

Oaks Forest School  

Wednesday 8th December 2021 

The class started their afternoon with a game of ‘fox 

and rabbits’ to warm themselves up on the chilly 

afternoon outside. They took it in turns really well to 

chase the rabbit and try to make themselves ‘safe’ 

by creating pairs of children to be ‘burrows’. 

Some of the children 

had a go at lighting 

the fire and then 

chopped oranges and 

apples up to create 

some hot, spiced 

apple juice. They 

added water, apple 

concentrate and 

cinnamon bark to the 

water and stirred it 

carefully as they 

brought it to the boil 

on their fire. This 

created a delicious 

hot drink, which was most welcome on the cold 

afternoon. It was great to see some children trying 

new tastes and flavours with increased confidence. 

Next some of the children had a go at sawing a 

wooden hazel slice to decorate. They learned to 

hold the wood securely for each other and how to 

work in pairs to pull the bow saw to cut a thin slice 

of wood. They then used palm drills to drill a hole to 

thread string through. This required lots of 

persistence and concentration, which the Oaks 

showed as developing skills. Having threaded the 

slices onto string, they set about decorating them to 

create Christmas decorations.  They also drilled 

holes to put sticks and cones into which gave the 

effect of miniature trees. 

The class spent time taking turns on the tyre swing 

and using secateurs to cut back brambles to create 

a den together in 

the overgrown 

part of the space. 

Their tree 

climbing skill are 

also developing, 

with some of 

them climbing 

high enough into 

the tree to see 

over the hedges and trees into the setting sun on 

the sheep fields beyond. 

Finally some of the Oaks had a go at pulling some 

dead ivy from the oak tree. We discussed how it 

was a great habitat for many insects and found lots 

of woodlice 

and spiders. 

They then 

used string 

to tie the 

amazing 

sculptural 

ivy to the 

Forest 

School 

shelter as a 

decorative feature. 

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the 

knowledge the children have gained from the Forest 

School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills gained, 

tools used, art and craft activities, observations and 

knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in relation to the 

seasons and the skills involved in learning how to 

play Forest School games. 

Some of the children’s 

reflections about their 

session today were: 

“ I love Forest School, 

it is my best lesson, 

because I learn to do 

new things like sawing 

woods and drilling it to 

make things…and I like 

playing in the mud 

kitchen with my friends 

too” 

“ I wasn’t going to try 

the apple drink, but it 

smelled lovely, so I tried it and ended up eating the 

orange too” 

“ I would like to use tools again, maybe to whittle 

some things next time” 

 

 



 

 

Friends of Park Mead 

Thank you to everyone who has attended our recent events, the wreath making evening and 

Christmas Fayre raised £420.00 for the school! 

We will be planning more events next term but we really need more support from parents.  

Please contact us via the School Office or the Friends Facebook page if  you are able to help in 

any way.  We are hoping to hold a film night, car treasure hunt and a family Queens Jubilee 

Event. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope all the children enjoy their visit with 

Santa this afternoon. 

 

From the Friends of Park Mead 



 

 

 Staffing Update 

 
As you are all very well aware Miss Frankel and Miss Wells are 
leaving Willows at the end of this term.   
 
We will also be saying farewell to Miss Sadler who has been an 
INA within Maples class and, previous to this, a leader in the 
Orchard provision.  She will be moving on to a new role in Youth 
Mental Health and we wish her all the very best of luck. 
 
If you would like the opportunity to say goodbye and pass on any 
gifts or cards, she will be available at Park Mead on Wednesday 
5 January at 3.15pm. 

Lost Property 
 

Don’t forget to have a look for any missing items in our new lost property box. 

Please can you ensure your child’s items are named as it makes it much easier for things to be 

returned. 



 

 

 

Attendance 

At Park Mead we strive to improve the attendance of our students.  Every school day provides 
opportunities for learning, as well as social and emotional development.  Therefore, it is            

noticeable when students miss school as it impacts their progress. 

 

Attendance Whole School:  

Last Week  93.64%       Year   94.87% 

Willows: 96% 

Chestnuts: 92% 

Maples: 92.48% 

Oaks: 95.39% 

 

Less than 94.9% - Red 

95—96.4% - Amber 

96.5—99.9% - Green 

100% - Gold 

Please support us and your 
child to ensure that 

attendance is a priority. 

 

Daily Testing of Close Contacts for COVID-19 – Updated Guidance for Schools 

From Tuesday 14 December, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged 

between 5 to 18 years and 6 months identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, 

(whether Omicron or not), are strongly advised to take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 

days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result. 

Daily testing of close contacts of COVID-19 will help make education and childcare settings safer 

and help keep children and young people in face-to-face education. 

 

   

 



 

 

Mince Pie Run  

Well done to all the Pioneer Federation staff who took part in the 10 mile Mince Pie race on 5 
December. 

The money raised will go towards the Pioneer international linked school (more details will follow 
about the linked schools).  

If you would like to make a donation, please see the Just 
Giving link below:  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
pioneerfederationschools?utm_term=gaY5pDvzy 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/pioneerfederationschools?utm_term=gaY5pDvzy
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/pioneerfederationschools?utm_term=gaY5pDvzy


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Charity Mufti Day 

 

Park Mead has a pupil diagnosed with Indolent Systemic Mastocytosis, a very rare Mast Cell 
Disease. On January 14th 2022 Park Mead will be holding a mufti day to raise funds and    

awareness in aid of the UK Mastocytosis support group. 
 

The UK Mastocytosis Support Group works to promote the well-being of people with Mast Cell 
Disorders (MCDs) including Mastocytosis, Mast Cell Activation Syndromes and Hereditary Alpha 
Tryptasaemia. The charity educates people with MCDs, their families, and medical professionals 
about these conditions by sharing best practices in medical and self-care. They advocate for the 

needs of patients and their families within the healthcare system, promoting access to         
knowledgeable care and working to ensure access to medications.  

 
Mast Cell Disease patients will vary in their presentation—but what they have in common is that 

they will often have symptoms in multiple body systems where mast cells are present. They 
might have skin and GI symptoms, bone or joint pain, bladder pain with no infection and          

recurrent anaphylaxis . They may react to things in their environment such as airborne cleaning 
chemicals and perfumes, extremes of temperature, or friction on skin lesions.  

 
Living with a Mast Cell Disease can feel like living in a minefield, because so many “normal” 

things like certain foods, washing powder or a hot day can cause misery. Staying safe by    
avoiding these triggers can make some people with mast cell diseases feel quite isolated.  

 
It can be difficult to diagnose these conditions because they are so rare doctors may not have 
seen patients with them before. They can affect multiple body systems which means it may be 

hard for doctors who specialise in one body system to see the bigger pattern.  
 

Please visit www.ukmasto.org should you wish to learn more about these  
conditions or support the charity further. 

 
We will have a charity stall set up in the car park at 3.15pm on the 14th January for children to 
purchase UK Masto charity awareness bands, t-shirts, and sweet bags with all proceeds being 

donated to the charity.  

 

http://www.ukmasto.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


