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Attendance 

At Park Mead 
we strive to 
improve the 
attendance of 
our students.  
Every school 
day provides opportunities for 
learning, as well as social and 
emotional development so it is 
noticeable when students miss 
school as it impacts their pro-
gress. 
 

Attendance Whole School: 94.39% 

                       Last Week      Year    
Willows:        90%                 97.14% 
Chestnuts:    96.9%              94.81% 
Maples:         89.54%            93.31% 
Oaks:             93.79%            93.73% 
 

Less than 94.9% - Red 
95—96.4% - Amber 
96.5—99.9% - Green 
100% - Gold 
 

Please support us and your 
child to ensure that   

attendance is a priority. 

Park Mead Post 
 

Welcome to our new look fortnightly newsletter! 
 

A wonderful £122 was raised on our recent charity mufti day for the UK Mastocytosis Support Group. 
As a small charity this will go so far and will be used towards creating parent/school 
packs to help aid those involved in caring for someone with a Mast Cell Disease. 
This resource is going to help so many and we can not thank you all enough.  The 
charity was astounded by the support from parents and pupils. 
 
 

Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19 
 

From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their  
isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and 
they do not have a temperature.  If the result of either of the tests is positive, you should continue to self-isolate 
until you get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until you have completed 10 full days of self
-isolation, whichever is earliest. 

Awards 

Willows 

Lola —Aiming High in  English and 
Literacy 

 

Chestnuts  

Harper-Rey —Aiming High 

Ellie D —Staying Positive 

 

Maples 

Olivia —Leadership 

Harris —Aiming High 

 

Oaks 

Sophia —Creativity 

Myles —Staying Positive 

 

    Well done! 

What’s Current? 

Vikings collected the most house 

point tokens this week at lunch 

time.  So they enjoyed being on 

the Golden Table today.  A great 

team effort! 

Pupils are responding well to our 

new Behaviour Policy.  We are  

reinforcing our new processes  

regularly to make sure everybody 

is aware of expectations. 

From Monday, KS1 will be coming 

into and exiting via the current KS2 

entrance via the KS1 playground. 

Please can we ask you to stick to 

the one way system. 
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News from Willows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Willows we have been learning all about fairy tales. We have read lots of familiar stories such as  
Goldilocks and the Three Bears and more recent stories such as Zog.   We have loved painting our royal 
portraits and playing kings, queens and dragons.  

Next week we will be learning all about castles, including who lives in them, how they are built and what 
the key features are. We will be making own castle models too.  

If you have any small to medium cardboard boxes please send them in for junk modelling. Thank you.  

 

News from Chestnuts 

So far this term the Chestnuts have had a fab time learning about Dinosaurs!  We have explored how big their 
footprints are in comparison to our shoes and looked at the different ones. We were shocked to discover how little 
time humans had been on the earth in comparison to the earths timeline and Dinosaurs.  We really had to get our 
imagination brains on to come up with our own theories as to how they became extinct. 
  
In maths, the Year 1’s have been consolidating their learning about place value and have now moved onto addition 
and subtraction within 20. Year 2 have just finished their unit on money and we now exploring multiplication and 
division. 
 
In English we have looked at the story of the Three Little Pigs and retold this through drama. We then adapted this 
to create our own stories of the Three Little Dinosaurs, most of us even created our very own dinosaurs to do this. 
  
The children have loved looking at Purple Mash and 

exploring all the ways to search safely.  In art we have 

been exploring tone and creating landscape pictures 

using only one colour. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

News from Maples 

In the last few weeks Maples have been using Narnia to inspire our English work.  We have learned about settings 
and character description and have used these to create our own story based in Narnia.  We wrote a conversation 
between ourselves and our character using speech and inverted commas. 
 
In maths we have been learning how to multiply and divide larger numbers.  We have successfully use equipment 
to support us and are now moving on to formal written methods. 
 
In science, we are learning all about electricity and creating circuits.  In RE we are currently learning about 
Islam.  PSHE is focusing on following the school charter and understanding why we need it.  We are using stories to 
inspire our art and music too. 
 
We are currently doing spelling and times table assessments ready to send out for home learning.  Next week we 

will be starting to measure in maths.  In English we will be finding out about our favourite authors and writing 

biographies.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Oaks 

We have been getting into our new topic based around a geography theme of comparing countries around the 

world.  We have been looking at the UK and North America on maps and we are going to compare the similarities 

and differences. 

 

The children have really been enjoying their swimming sessions at Bedes.  There are some wonderful swimmers, 

they are inspiring to watch in the water.  

 

In science we are learning about micro-organisms and have been using yeast to inflate balloons with varied 

success. The groups that had better outcomes were patient and resisted taking the balloons off! 

 

Thank you for your continued support with reading, spellings 

and  homework.  If your child has difficulty with the 

homework set, I offer a Friday catch up club where they can 

do their work with my help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pioneer Updates 

 

PE Challenge 
 
Each week, across our federation, the children are working 
together to complete a fitness challenge. They are starting 
their PE sessions with 30 seconds of high intensity movement 
and this term it is Star Jumps!   
 
We are counting how many star jumps we can do across the 
whole school and seeing if we can improve week on week. 
 
This week’s scores are: 
 

 East Hoathly - 4266 

 Chiddingly - 4558 

 Park Mead -
 5242 

 St Mary's – 3265 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 2022 
1st Chinese New Year 
8th Safer Internet Day 
11th End of Term 3 
21st—Start of Term 4 
 

March 2022 
3rd World Book Day 
28-1st Grounds Week 
 

April 2022 
1st End of Term 4 
19th Start of Term 5 
 

May 2022 
2nd Bank Holiday 
27th End of Term 5 
 

June 2022 
6th Inset Day 
7th Start of Term 6  
22nd—Group Photos 
 

July 2022 
8th Sports Day 
15th Reserve Sports Day 
21st End of Term 6 
 



 

 

Willows Forest School  

Wednesday 10 January 2022 
Willows class were on the lookout for animal tracks and 
footprints today. They found some prints on the path 
and thought that they might belong to Jimmy the school 
dog.  

“His prints look like circles 
and small  
triangles” 
 
They then found a clue and 
sounded out the word ‘FOX’ 
and learned that fox prints 
are similar to dogs, but you 
can draw a X through a fox 
print. 
 
Then they found some deer 
prints and thought that they 

might have been left by Father Christmas’ reindeer 
Rudolf! 

 
The class then spent 
time exploring and 
following their own 
ideas in the Forest 
School area. There was 
lots of busy play in the 
mud kitchen and the 
children were very 
resourceful finding 
water to mix into their 
creations. The 
children's negotiating 
skills were evident in 
the way they played 

and shared resources with each other. 
 
The Impact of Forest School for the children is the 
knowledge the children have gained from the Forest 
School experience.  The impact can be seen through the 
skills, tools used, art and craft activities, observations and 
knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in relation to the 
fruit, plants and trees in relation to the seasons and the 
skills involved in learning how to 
play Forest School Games. 
 
The WIllows children were very 
involved in climbing in the large 
ivy bush today and were proud 
of their skills of taking turns and 
working together to problem 
solve, when one of the 
branches snapped, by working 
together to move and 

reposition branches and other logs around their playing 
area. 
 
Some of the Willows used stencils to push into wet clay, 
to create animal footprints. They talked about how the 
clay felt really cold and then rolled it into balls before 
squashing it into shape to create impressions of animal 
footprints. They then had a go at writing labels to 
accompany their clay prints. 

 
At the end of the session the class listened to the story of 
The Gruffalo’s child, joining in with some of the repeated 
refrains and looking at the animal tracks which were in 
the snow in the illustrations. 
 
They then passed ‘Stick Man’ around the circle to share 
what they enjoyed about the session, whilst enjoying a 
cup of hot apple juice. 

 

 

 



 

 

Chestnuts Forest School  

Wednesday 19th January 2022 

The class started their afternoon by practising ‘fox    

walking’. They all had to try 

to silently walk in a ‘sneaky, 

stalky’ kind of way, as foxes 

do when they are             

approaching their prey. The 

children tried hard to walk 

toe first, then heel, to make as little noise as possible.  

The children then spotted some animal tracks and looked 

closely at the shapes and number of marks there were, 

before identifying each print. Some children then used 

stencils to create their own tracks with flour and a sieve. 

Some used the stencils to create clay prints of the wood-

land animals. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

There were some animal skulls, bones and feathers to 

investigate and the children responded by asking lots of 

questions.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the 

knowledge the children have gained from the Forest 

School experience. The impact can be seen through the 

skills gained, tools used, art and craft activities,             

observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in 

relation to the 

seasons and 

the skills      

involved in 

learning how 

to play  Forest 

School games. 

The rest of the 

afternoon saw 

Chestnuts following their own ideas. They really wanted 

to continue with their work on the bug hotel, so 

searched for old pots and sticks to add to it and even 

found some 

clay in the 

ground whilst 

doing this.  

       

 

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They worked well 

together to create a 

barrier to remind 

everyone to keep away 

from the really wet 

areas and paths in the 

Forest School site.  

This then led to some 

lovely den building. The 

groups of children 

moved logs into their 

dens to create sitting 

circles and then 

thought they would like 

a fire in the middle “to 

keep us warm…it is cold!” So they collected some woods 

and then had a go at practising their fire striking skills.  

 

 

There was also lots of 

climbing and swinging and 

playing in the mud kitchen.  

It is great to see the 

confidence in self-chosen 

activities at Forest School 

developing in all of the children.  

There was time at the end of the session to share and 

listen to what they had all enjoyed about the session 

whist drinking a cup of warm apple juice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I liked making the animal tracks and sprinkling the flour” 

“I like making the fire, I did it from a spark!” 

“I liked the clay, but it was really cold and washing my 

hands was cold too!” 

“I liked making the den with my friends, we carried the 

wood together and I liked our log seats” 

“I love the mud kitchen” 



 

 

Maples Forest School  

Wednesday 19th January 2022 

The children talked about which animals were native in the 

wild in England. They then spotted some animal tracks and 

looked closely at the shapes and number of marks there were, 

before identifying each print. Some children then used stencils 

to create their own tracks with flour and a sieve. Some used 

the stencils to create clay prints of the woodland animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were some animal skulls, bones and feathers to          

investigate and the children responded by asking lots of    

questions.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the knowledge 

the children have gained from the Forest School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills gained, tools used, 

art and craft activities, observations and knowledge of the 

fruit, plants trees in relation to the seasons and the skills    

involved in learning how to play Forest School games. 

The rest of the afternoon saw Maples following their own    

ideas. They really wanted to continue with their work on the 

bug hotel, so searched for sticks and moss and other items in 

the Forest School site.   

They also made a sign independently, including some lovely 

illustrations of the resident worms and insects!  

There was lots of independent creating with clay, from clay 

animals prints, to sculpture, pots and beautiful creations with 

pine cones. 

Maples really enjoyed their den building and used secateurs 

independently to cut back brambles from their den area. The 

other tools they used were peelers to peel some. Old        

Christmas tree branches to make deer antlers and a handsaw 

to cut pieces of wood to support their independent play. 

There was also lots of climbing and swinging and running 

around! 

It is great to see the confidence in self-chosen activities at   

Forest School developing in all of the children.  

 

 



 

 


