
 

 

13 January 2023 

Executive Head Teacher: Mr James Procter  
Chair of Governors: Mr Alan Brundle  

Park Mead Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to 2023 and a brand new year! Despite the weather, we have been impressed with how our 
Park Meaders have returned to their learning and routines. 
 
It has been wonderful to see so many parents and carers support our Golden Assembly on Thursdays, 
thank you. 
 
Saxon's enjoyed their treat last Friday when Saxon's house members across all year groups came          
together for a shared experience to celebrate their achievements from term 2. 
 
Later this term, we will be taking part in Childrens' Mental Health Week with the theme 'Let's Connect'.  
Please look out for further information about this.    
 
We have also included some online safety posters for your information in this newsletter. 
 
Heidi West 
Head of School 
 

Road Closure 
 
We have been advised by East Sussex Highways that Michelham Priory Road will be closed at Michelham 
Bridge (outside Michelham Priory) from 23 January 2023 for three weeks.   
 
Traffic via Coldharbour Road will be busier than usual, so please allow extra time for your journey to 
school. 
 



 

 

 

Online Safety 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Diary 

 

February 

8—Safer Internet Day 

6-10—Children’s Mental Health & Wellbeing 

10—Last Day of Term 3 

20—1st Day of Term 4 

 

March 

2—World Book Day  

7—Parent Consultations 

9—Parent Consultations 

10—Willows 1st Swimming Lesson 

17—Red Nose Day 

31—Last Day of Term 4 

 

April 

17—1st Day of Term 5 

 

May 

1—Bank Holiday 

8—Bank Holiday (Coronation) 

15—Mental Health Awareness Week 

26—Last Day of Term 5 

 

June 

5—Inset Day 

6—1st Day of Term 6 

13—Year 5 Bikeability 

 

July 

7—Sports Day 

14—Reserve Sports Day 

14—School Reports 

18—Leavers Assembly 

20– Last Day of Term 6 

21– Inset Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Events: 

Monday—After School Sports Club 3.15-4.15pm 

Wednesday—Drumming Lessons 

Thursday—Piano Lessons 

Thursday—Golden Assembly 

Friday—Guitar Lessons 

 

 

Changes to Key Stage 2 Dates  
 

An additional Bank Holiday in honour of the Coronation of His Majesty King 

Charles III will take place on Monday 8 May 2023.  
 

As this date had previously been announced as the first day of the 2023 Key 

Stage 2 (KS2) test week in England, a change to the KS2 test schedule next 

year will be necessary.  Ministers have considered the situation carefully 

and have decided that KS2 tests will take place in the same week with tests 

following the usual order but each taking place one day later than originally 

planned.  
 

As such, the new schedule will be:  
 

 Tuesday 9 May: English grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS) 

papers 1 (questions) and 2 (spelling)  

 Wednesday 10 May: English reading paper  

 Thursday 11 May: mathematics papers 1 (arithmetic) and 2 

(reasoning) 

 Friday 12 May: mathematics paper 3 (reasoning) 



 

 

News from Willows 

This week, Willows learning has been based on the book 'The Naughty Bus'.  
They have been learning about the characters and London buses.  
 
They have counted passengers on a bus, worked on their number bonds to 10, 
sang the wheels on the bus song, written down some words from the story and 
carried on learning new phase 3 phonics sounds. 
 

They have also made their own buses using Numicon 
shapes and made a giant bus shelter.  

 

News from Chestnuts 
 

Chestnuts have settled into the New Year with 
ease - Our new topic is the Great Fire of London 
and the children are engrossed with it!   
 
We have brought the topic to life through some 
drama by acting out how the fire started in a 
bakery on Pudding Lane.   
 
The children have been creative across the 
curriculum - exploring 2D and 3D shapes in 
maths and making music that reflects different 
scenes (like falling snow or a thunderstorm).   



 

 

News from Maples 

 

Maples have had a brilliant start to Term 3 with everything linked to our 
Roald Dahl topic. 
 
In English we have listened to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
used it to inspire our writing. 

 
As Musicians, we have been looking at the 
music linked with Roald Dahl and have been 
singing ‘When I Grow Up’ from Matilda the 
Musical. 
 
As geographers, we have learned the skills of 
using 4 and 6 figure grid references and 
reading the 8 compass points. 

 

 

News from Oaks 

Oaks have really enjoyed learning about Ancient and modern China.  We have sketched work from the different 

dynasties and written an itinerary for a trip to China.  In the photo the children are using atlases to find specific 

places on a map of China.  We even had to use laptops to find some rivers and cities. 



 

 

 

Fun Run Prize Draw Winners! 

 

Congratulations to Izzy and Harry whose raffle tickets were pulled out the hat and were the winners of 
Mr Elphick’s World Cup Fun Run trainers. 

 

As you can see, they were 
absolutely delighted! 



 

 

 

 

Awards KS1 
 

 

Willows 

Kai—Aiming High 

Sienna—Creativity 

Zac—Skills Builder Star 

 

 
 

 

 

Chestnuts 

Archer—Problem Solving 

Eryn—Aiming High 

Amelia—Skills Builder Star 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards KS2 
 

Maples 

Sophie—Aiming High 

Ellie—Aiming High 

Ricky-Lee—Skills Builder Star 

 

 

 

 

Oaks 

Harris—Staying Positive 

River—Aiming High 

Roxie—Skills Builder Star 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

At Park Mead we strive to improve the attendance of our students.  Every school day provides opportunities for 
learning, as well as social and emotional development so it is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts 
their progress. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Less than 94.9% - Red 
95—96.4% - Amber 
96.5—99.9% - Green 
100% - Gold 

 

 

 

        

Attendance Whole School—Academic Year:  93.37% 

                         This Year   This Week 

Willows:                    94.37%   96.00%          

Chestnuts:      93.99%  86.90% 

Maples:          92.38%  94.19% 

Oaks:                93.34%  95.00% 



 

 

 

Willows Forest School  

 Wednesday 4th January 2022 

This week Willows started their session by listening to 

the story of ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’. We talked about how 

the different animals had made tracks in the snow as 

they moved about outside, just like the animals in the 

story. The children also shared that they had made tracks 

in the snow when it fell in December. 

The class set off outside 

into the wind, creating 

animal foot prints all 

around their outside 

area. After watching how 

to create footprints with 

stencils, sieves and flour; 

it was brilliant to see how 

engaged they were with 

having a go independently. 

Some children then went on to create clay footprint 

impressions and learned to identify badger, fox and deer 

footprints, by counting the marks of the footprints. 

Willows had been spotting birds and feeding them when 

it snowed at the end of last year, so this week they 

created their own bird feeders with pine cones. 

Developing their gross and fine motor skills as they 

worked, the children covered the cones with lard and 

dipped them in seeds, before choosing which tree 

branches they wanted to hang them from.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the 

knowledge the children have gained from the Forest 

School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills, tools used, art 

and craft activities, observations and knowledge of the  

 

fruit, plants trees in relation to the seasons and the skills 

involved in learning how to play Forest School games. 

Then the children played independently, making up 

games, running around in the wind and continuing to 

play with the flour, stencils and animal identification 

sheets. 

The children then all played a game of ‘Spirit of the 

Forest’. They each chose to be an animal and then a bird 

and had to run and dodge, turning into a tree if they got 

tagged. 

After the children were inside and dry, they held Stick 

Man in turn, and shared what they had enjoyed about 

their session. It was great to hear such good thoughts 

and witness such great listening skills. 

 

 “I liked making prints with the clay” 

“I liked using the flour…the deer print is my favourite 

“I liked playing the game, I was a woodpecker and I was 

really fast” 

“I liked going in the puddle on the running mile….and 

making foot prints with flour”. 

“I liked playing with my friends…I was a blackbird” 

“I liked making the bird feeder and the flour and the clay 

and everything!” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chestnuts Forest School  

Wednesday 11th January 2022 

This week the Chestnuts class started their session 

by listening to the story of ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’. We 

talked about how the different animals had made 

tracks in the snow as they moved about outside, like 

the animals in the story. The children also shared 

that they had made tracks in the snow when it fell in 

December. 

The class 

set off 

outside 

into the 

wind, 

creating 

animal foot 

prints all 

around 

their 

outside 

area. After 

watching 

how to create footprints with stencils, sieves and 

flour; it was brilliant to see how engaged they were 

with having a go independently. They learned how 

to identify animals by their tracks. Deer have a print 

with 2 marks, fox have 4 paw prints and badgers 

have 5. 

The class had a go at clearing out weeds from their 

gardening area. The children used rakes, trowels, 

buckets, wheelbarrows and gloves to help them. 

There was lots of interest in looking at the roots of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the weeds and using magnifying glasses to look at 

some of the worms and insects they found. They 

talked about compost and put all of their weeds into 

the compost bins to use later on in the year to 

fertilise their plot.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the 

knowledge the children have gained from the Forest 

School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills, tools 

used, art and craft activities, observations and 

knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in relation to the 

seasons and the skills involved in learning how to 

play Forest School games. 

The Chestnuts are thinking about the ‘Great Fire of 

London’ as their learning journey this term, so today 

they shared their knowledge of what they had 

learned about the event so far. In the pouring rain, 

they watched as some sparks made a fire and 

observed it spread quickly as it did in London in 

1666. They talked about fire safety and what a fire 

needs to burn; fuel, spark, air. 

They discussed the materials and their properties 

that the houses were built with, how they were so 

close together and how this led to the spread of the 

fire. The children were very observant, watching 

how the fire changed as it spread, seeing smoke and 

sparks jumping from one building to another. Finally 

we used some water to extinguish the fire 

completely at the end of the session. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


