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Park Mead Newsletter 
 

Dear Park Mead families 
 
Welcome to the final term of this academic year! Summer is here and the timetable is buzzing with events and activities, so 
please take time to read our weekly reminders. 
 
Already this term, we have hosted a 'Hands on History' day for our year 3 and 4 pupils. Children from East Hoathly Primary 
joined us for this fun day so it was great to see some collaborative learning taking place. Oaks experienced the South of England 
show at Ardingly last week and had a fantastic, memorable day. Chestnuts are loving their 'Secret Reader' experience and enjoy-
ing the stories they are hearing during these sessions. Willows are looking forward to their trip to Hastings Aquarium later on 
this term. 
 
Sports Day will take place on Friday 7 July between 9.30 - 12pm. You are invited to join us for the morning and bring a picnic 
lunch to share with your child/ren. Further in-
formation about Sports Day will be emailed out 
next week.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Park 
Mead Summer Fayre on Friday 23 June. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and en-
joy this warm weather whilst it lasts! 
 
Mrs Heidi West 
Head of School 

 

mailto:office@parkmead.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/parkmead/


 

 

 

Park Mead Summer Fayre 

Everyone is welcome to 

PARK MEAD SCHOOL’S  

SUMMER FAYRE 

Friday 23rd June 

3.30pm to 5pm 

Skills Builder Stalls & more, Games, BBQ, 

Face Painting, Raffle, Refreshments, Second-

hand Uniform Sale & lots of fun! 



 

 

 

Safeguarding 

Online Entertainment—Anime 



 

 

 

Money Muling 



 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready, Set Read!  

Starts 8 July 2023 Ends 9 September 2023 
 

Join this year’s Summer Reading Challenge at 
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/src 

 

The Summer Reading Challenge is a national scheme produced by the Reading Agency and delivered by 
public libraries that encourages children to keep reading during the school summer holidays – and to 
enjoy anything they like to read! Children aged 4-11 are invited to take part and collect rewards for their 
reading, giving them a positive experience of reading for pleasure. 

 

It’s FREE to take part, and last year 75% of children taking part nationally improved their reading skills 
over the holidays.1 

 

Sign your child up at  www.eastsussex.gov.uk/src   If you don’t have a smartphone, computer or tablet, 
you can sign up using a computer in the library.  You can ask a one of our volunteers or a member of staff 
for help if you need it. 

 
The Challenge will begin in East Sussex libraries on Saturday 8th July and end on Saturday 9th 
September. 

 
The Challenge is to read any six books borrowed from the library or downloaded from our ebook library.  
For children under 4 we have the Pre-school Challenge, where you can collect stickers for each book 
shared and a special medal sticker at the end.  

 
Children signing up for the Challenge get a character sticker and a Reader Record. Children will be able 
to collect a prize for each of the six books they have read.  When they finish the Challenge they will get a 
certificate which they can receive in school or at the library.  The Challenge is for all children, whatever 
their reading ability.  Children who are not reading independently can share their books with a family 
member or friend, or they might prefer to listen to audio books. 

 
To take part in Read, Set Read! children need to have their own library card and PIN.  It is easy and free 
to become a member of the library.  Take something with your name, address and signature to the library 
and you can join the whole family, or you can join online and have your cards posted to you.  You can 
reset your child’s PIN online if you can’t remember it, or ask in the library for a new one.  You will need 
the PIN to sign up to the Challenge. 

Visit http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/   for fun games, author interviews and book 
recommendations  

http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/src
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/src
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/libraries/local/locations
https://eastsussexlibrary.overdrive.com/library/kids
https://e-library.eastsussex.gov.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/JOIN
https://eastsussex.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/PGM/WPAC/CCOPT/RPWD/1
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

Staffing Changes at Park Mead—September 2023 

 

We would like to confirm our staffing arrangements for September 2023. 

 

 

Park Mead Staffing – 2023/24 

Mr James Procter Executive Headteacher 

Mrs Heidi West Head of School 

Mrs Jenn Adams Senior Teacher 

Teachers 

  

Oaks Class (Y5 & 6) 

  

Maples Class (Y3 & 4) 

  

Chestnuts Class (Y1 & 2) 

  

  

Willows Class (EYFS) 

  

Mrs Natalie Riley Mr Mark Lulham Mrs Jenn Adams 

  

Mrs Rochelle Lawrenz 

(Mon-Tues) 

Mrs Lisa Healy 

(Wed-Friday) 

  

Support Staff 

  

Oaks Class (Y5 & 6) 

  

  

Maples Class (Y3 & 4) 

  

Chestnuts Class (Y1 & 2) Willows Class (EYFS) 

Mrs Sarah Foot (Mon-Wed) 

Mrs Helen Wood (Thurs-

Fri) 

  

Ms Christele Taiclet 
Mrs Sue Hale (Mon-Wed) 

Mrs Sarah Foot (Thurs-Fri) 

  

Mrs Lisa Fairfield 

(Mon-Tues) 

Mrs Kristy Mateides 

(Wed-Friday) 

  

 

    

Mrs Jacqui Davidson (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs Lisa Fairfield (Friday) 

School Secretary 

Mr Ash Elphick Sports Coach 

Mrs Sian Leahy Inclusion Manager/SENCO 

Mrs Fran Wyllie / Mrs Janette Wicks School Bursars 

Mr Mark Kennedy Site Manager 



 

 

 

Attendance 
 

Children need to attend school regularly to enable them to benefit from their education. 
 
Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind, both academically and socially which impacts on 
their emotional wellbeing and creates further barriers to learning. 
 
It’s amazing how quickly frequent absence from school can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning for 
your child.  For instance, over a year: 
 

1. 95% Attendance = 9 days absent—approximately 2 weeks of school = 50 lessons missed 

2. 90% Attendance = 19 days absent—approximately 4 weeks of school = 100 lessons missed 

3. 85% Attendance = 29 days absent—approximately 6 weeks of school = 150 lessons missed 

4. 80% Attendance = 38 days absent—approximately 8 weeks of school = 200 lessons missed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Whole School—Academic Year: 93.59%  

                         This Year    This Week 

Willows:               93.55%    100% 

Chestnuts:      94.45%   96.30% 

Maples:          92.67%   97.67% 

Oaks:                 93.73%   94.33% 

Less than 94.9% - Red 

95—96.4% - Amber 

96.5—99.9% - Green 

100% - Gold 

                                                            Diary 
 

 

June 

16—Year 5 Bikeability 

23—Summer Fayre 3.30-5pm 

(Including Vision and Values launch and Skills    

Builder stalls) 

 

 

Weekly Events: 

Monday—After School Sports Club (3.15-4.15pm) 

Tuesday—Drumming Lessons 

Thursday—Golden Assembly 

Friday—Guitar Lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 

4—Parent Coffee Afternoon (2-3pm) 

(Theme Transition) 

5—Whole School Transition Afternoon 

7—Sports Day  (9.30-12pm) 

10—Summer Fun Run 

13—Whole School Transition Afternoon 

14—Reserve Sports Day 

14—School Reports 

19—Year 6 Leavers Assembly (2.30pm) 

20– Last Day of Term 6 

21– Inset Day 

 



 

 

News from Willows 

Willows' topic this term is 'Splash' and already we have been learning so much. We have been 
looking in non-fiction books and watching David Attenborough's Blue Planet to find out about 
the ocean.  
This week we have read 'The Snail and the Whale' by Julia 
Donaldson and created our own under the sea animals using 
clay. 
 
We have also been talking about seasons throughout the 
year and now that it is Summer, the children created flower 
sun catchers.  
 
The children have been very focused with their writing. They 
have been thinking carefully about forming the letters, 
hearing the sounds and using finger spaces. 

 

 

News from Chestnuts 
 

Welcome to a very hot start to Term 6!  
 
We have had so much fun diving into our new topic of Famous Faces.  During these last two weeks we have explored the 
achievements of Neil Armstrong and Katherine Johnson. I have been astounded by the children's knowledge and retention on 
the subject, they have worked hard to research each person's work and contribution 
to historical events.  

 
In science we made balloon rockets and helped to 
direct them to the moon, this was great fun! In 
English and History we have been compiling fact 
files about Neil Armstrong and Katherine Johnson, 
and have thought carefully about what makes 
them similar and different.  
 
 

I am also very proud of all those who have taken their phonics 
check this week, they have worked very hard and should be 
proud of themselves.  
 
Term 6 has also started our Secret Reader mission; last week 
we welcomed Molly's mum in to read to the children, and 
they very much enjoyed it - particularly carrying out all the 

exercises she had them doing!  

 

 



 

 

 

News from Maples 

 

Maples are coping brilliantly with the heat, even though it is hard to concentrate. 
 
Year 4 pupils showed amazing resilience and perseverance when doing the times table test- achieving superb 
results.  These will be published in their reports. 
 
Maples loved their Hands on History experience; from touching artefacts to watching arrows being shot.  It was 
fabulous fun!  Thank you for contributing to this event. 
 
They also composed music to represent the Greek Gods and performed it to the class.  
 
Remember forest school next week has been cancelled and moved to 12 July. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

News from Oaks 

 

Oaks had a fabulous day at the South Of England show.  

The children had fun watching the Shetland races, the motorbike stunts, looking at animals and some of the children went 
into the ring to see the hounds.  

We even had an ice cream in the heat!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summer Holiday Camp 

 

Booking for Mr Elphick’s Summer Holiday Camp is now open!! 

 

https://activeeducationsussex.co.uk/book-a-course/ 

https://activeeducationsussex.co.uk/book-a-course/


 

 

 

Summer Holiday Camp 



 

 

 

Friends of Park Mead—Summer Newsletter 



 

 

 

Willows Forest School—7 June 2023 

To start the session, Willows class talked about how milk 

comes from cows and how it is a liquid like water. We poured 

cream into a jar to try to create butter, inspired by the 

buttercups growing all over the school and Forest School site. 

The children took it in turns to hold buttercups under each 

other’s chins and to shake the jar furiously throughout the 

afternoon and in the end, they created butter, which they 

tasted with crackers in the shelter! They were so good at 

spreading their own crackers independently with a knife. It 

turns out the buttercups were correct- they do like butter! 

On the way down the school field, the children climbed along 

the trim trail, showing great perseverance and physical 

challenge. The children worked together to hold a white sheet 

out under some different trees. Once the trees were shaken, 

the class could easily see what flowers, seeds, leaves and bugs 

fell out. 

“There is a green beetle…and we found a spider... and some 

flowers” 

We identified, collected and smelled the scent of some 

elderflowers and cooked them on the fire to make elderflower 

pancakes. The children carefully checked it for bugs, then 

dipped the elder flowers in egg free batter. After lighting the 

fire, which the children did with great perseverance and 

enjoyment the elder pancakes were cooked in a pan. They 

tasted sweet and delicious! 

This week the children continued ‘leaf wapping’; printing with 
leaves and flowers. They developed their ideas from last time, 
by finding sticks and threading them onto the fabric to create 
flags. They also proudly showed off the bunting in their outside 
area, which had been made from the fabric leaf prints they 
created last term- it looks fantastic! This term the Willows 
topic is all about water, so the children enjoyed playing in the 
mud kitchen this afternoon, mixing mud, flowers, leaves and 
other plants with water. They noticed what floated and sank in 
the water. 
 
“Mud goes to the bottom….it sinks” 

“The buttercups are floating on top of the water….like 

marshmallows in a hot chocolate!” 

We looked at how our wildflower seeds that the children had 

sprinkled around the site had developed and watered them, 

along with the trees which the children planted during the last 

sessions. Some of the class spent time exploring, climbing trees 

and playing games with their friends. There was lots of time 

spent with much enjoyment on the slack line and the 

hammock swing. What a busy afternoon, well done Willows! 

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the knowledge 

the children have gained from the Forest School experience. 

The impact can be seen through the skills, tools used, art and 

craft activities, observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants 

trees in relation to the seasons and the skills involved in 

learning how to play Forest School games. 

 
 



 

 

 

Chestnuts Forest School—14 June 2023 

The last Forest School session of the year brings a time of reflection. The whole class thought about their Forest School 

experience and it’s IMPACT on them. In pairs they chatted and recorded some of their ideas. The Impact of Forest School for the 

children is the knowledge the children have gained from the Forest School experience. The impact can be seen through the 

skills, tools used, art and craft activities, observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants trees in relation to the seasons and the 

skills involved in learning how to play Forest School games. 

“I feel brilliant at Forest School” 
“I feel really excited…it makes me feel like fizzy pop” 

“I feel adventurous” 
“The nature makes me feel calm and good” 

“I like the nature because of all of the colours, they make me feel calm” 
“I am very happy at Forest School, the nature makes me feel safe” 

”I have learned how to look after nature” 
“I know how to snap wood to make a fire” 

“I learned jumping, climbing trees, identifying birds and sounds and making nests and feeding birds” 
“I learned not to pick all the flowers, because bees need flowers and they pollinate 

 plants to make food and we need that to eat, so don’t pick all the flowers” 
“I like being kind to all the animals” 

“I love the slack line, and ropes and swinging in the hammock and on the rope swing” 
“I like playing with my friends and planting the trees” 

“We made tree signs, that was good and the bug hotel” 
“The shady trees are good and the flowers and the swing” 

“It is a happy place” 
 

Then year 1 and 2 set off for their session together on a sunny, hot afternoon to the cool shady Forest School space under the 

trees. The children collected samples of wildflowers and plants on sticky tape, they tried to collect as many different colours as 

they could. They talked about, buttercups, daisies. clover, oak leaves, oak leaves and grasses.  

We took a jar of cream along the way to try to create butter, inspired by the buttercups. We shook the jar furiously throughout 

the afternoon and in the end it changed to make butter, which they tasted with crackers. It turns out the buttercups were 

correct- they do like butter, it was delicious! 

This week the children created butterflies with paper and pastels, taking care to try to make symmetrical butterflies. Some 

children then went on to create leaf and flower printed butterflies on fabric, by hammering the plants and seeing the result as a 

symmetrical print on the fabric. The children took such care and showed some brilliant individual ideas. 

The class spent time playing in the dens they have made, swinging on the rope swing, balancing on the slack line, swinging and 

pushing each other on the hammock and climbing trees. The mud kitchen was really busy with children creating fantastic 

muddy mixtures and a lot of flower rich soups and stews. Well done Chestnuts, what a busy afternoon! 

 



 

 

 

East Hoathly Farmers Market 

East Hoathly Farmers Market is just around the corner!  

They have loads of amazing stalls including Miall's boozy 

sorbets, Generation 11 Gin, Downsview Farm Dairy, 

Home Farm Bakery, Only with Love Brewery, Sussex 

Honey, Pick’n’Mix Cocktails, Simply Sussex Produce, 

Resident Pheasant Chocolate, Judy Myles’ Jams, The 

Hedgewitch, Bluebell Moon Crochet, Craft-Fi Creations, 

Misty Acres Flowers and more, as well as Al Fresco Fish 

and Chip van.  

Everyone is welcome from 3.30-5.30pm on Friday        

23 June at East Hoathly School playground and playing 

field.  

There is still space for a few more stalls.  If you are 

interested please contact East Hoathly Primary School 

on 01825 840247.  

 

 

King's Academy Ringmer Open Evening/Morning Dates 2023/24  

Please find below Kings Academy open evening/morning dates for our current year 5 parents for the intake year 2024/25.  
 
Open Evening - Wednesday 20th September 2023. 
Open Mornings - Monday 25th September - Tuesday 3rd October 2023. 
 
Please note that all events will need to be booked via their online booking service which they will advertise on their website this 
summer. 
 
https://www.kgaringmer.uk/ 

 

National Schools Equestrian Association 
 
I am Angelena Churcher the Pioneer / Park Mead Equestrian NSEA team manager 
  
I would like to offer the opportunity for any child to become part of the NSEA team, your child can compete as an 
individual or part of a team (if we have enough competitors) representing the foundation / school. 

Here is a link to the website with all the information NSEA - Industry experts & providers of inter-school equestrian 
competitions if you would like your child to become a member please contact the school office 

  

 

https://www.kgaringmer.uk/
https://www.nsea.org.uk/
https://www.nsea.org.uk/


 

 

 

Term Dates—2023-2024 
 

Copies of next years term dates are available in the entrance foyer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

https://activeeducationsussex.co.uk/book-a-course/

