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Park Mead Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

What a great term we have had at Park Mead!  

 

Our classrooms have been buzzing with engaging, explorative learning and pupils 

have experienced a range of superbly planned curriculum enrichment activities, as 

well as exciting trips.  

 

A huge THANK YOU to all our amazing, dedicated staff for making these events happen.  

 

The Bluebell Walk in Arlington https://www.bluebellwalk.co.uk/ takes place from 10 April - 14 May.  Our 

Park Mead Friends will be raising money for our school by providing the refreshments on Wednesday      

17 April.  Please contact the Friends if you are able to help.   

 

The Scholastics Book Fair returns to Park Mead on 1 – 2 May to promote and sell a variety of quality texts 

for pupils of all ages.  Please pop in after school if you can.  

 

Our Year 6 pupils will take their statutory assessment tests during the week commencing 13 May.  More 

information regarding SATS will be emailed out in the first week back.  

 

Please look out for our Google doc questionnaire regarding the Arbor App.  We would very much            

appreciate two minutes of your time as your feedback is valuable.   
 

Thank you for all your support this term especially with improving our attendance. Please keep it up!  

 

Have a wonderful Spring break and see you all on Monday 15 April. 

 

 

 

Mrs West  

Head of School 
 

mailto:office@parkmead.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/parkmead/
https://www.bluebellwalk.co.uk/


 

 



 

 



 

 

Book Fair 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

                                                           Diary 

March 

28—Last Day of Term 

29—Bank Holiday 

 

April 

2-3—Holiday Camp 

8-10—Holiday Camp 

15—Back to School 

17—Bluebell Walk (FOPM Fundraiser) 

26—Willows Swimming (5 Weeks) 

 

May 

1—Group School Photos 

1-2—Book Fair (3.30-4pm) 

6—Bank Holiday 

13—Yr 6 SATs Week 

24—Last Day of Term 

27—Bank Holiday 

28-30—Holiday Camp 

 

June 

3—Inset Day 

4— Back to School 

14—Sports Day 

15—Dicker Day (FOPM running games and raffle 

fundraiser) 

17—Back up Sports Day 

18—Oaks Trip to Solar Farm (TBC) 

24—Skills Builder Week 

 

July 

10—Park Mead Coffee Morning 

(Transition) 

22—Leavers Assembly @ 2.30pm 

22- Last Day of Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23—Inset Day 

24-26—Holiday Camp 

29-31—Holiday Camp 

 

August 

5-7—Holiday Camp 

 

 

Weekly Events: 

 Breakfast Club—Every morning from 7.45-

8.40am 

 After School Sports Club (Monday 3.15-4.15pm) 

 PE (Monday and Friday) 

 Drumming Lessons 

 Forest School (classes rotate each Wednesday) 

 Golden Assembly 

 Guitar Lessons 

 

 

Swimming Sessions at Bedes 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please log on to ParentPay to pay 

Willows – 26 April to 24 May inclusive (5 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

  Yearly Attendance Figures 
 

Whole School— 93.5% 
 

Willows— 95.42% 

Chestnuts— 95.1% 

Maples— 93.84% 

Oaks— 92.13% 

 

Attendance 
 

Children need to attend school regularly to enable them to benefit from their education. 
 

Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind, both academically and socially 
which impacts on their emotional wellbeing and creates further barriers to learning. 

Forest School Dates 

 

Forest School dates for next term are: 

 

 Wednesday- 17th April - Willows   Wednesday- 8th May - Oaks 

 Wednesday- 24th April - Chestnuts   Wednesday- 15th May - Willows 

 Wednesday- 1st May - Maples 

 



 

 

Friends of Park Mead—Bluebell Walk (Wednesday 17 April) 
 

Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered either their time or   
baking skills (in some cases both!).   

 

Is anyone able to help by baking either of the following: 
 

Cake Baking: 

 

 2 x Coffee and Walnut Cake 

 Biscuits 
 

 

If you are able to help on the day, even if it is just for a couple of hours, please let either the Friends of 
Park Mead, or the School Office know.   

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leavers Hoodies 
 
The leavers hoodie ordering page is now live! 
   

Simply visit this page and 
order/pay directly.   
 

www.leaverswear.com/
parkmead 
 

Over the head hoodies 
are available in 12      
different colours, zipped 
hoodies are available in 
11 colours.  
 

Ordering Deadline:      
Sunday 5 May 2024 
(Late orders may incur 
extra charges). 

http://www.leaverswear.com/parkmead
http://www.leaverswear.com/parkmead


 

 

 

Chestnuts Beach School 
 

Wednesday 20th March 2024  

 

Today the Year 1/2 classes from East Hoathly and Park Mead joined together for a sunny adventure on 

Eastbourne beach.  

 

Once at the beach the children were really keen to start exploring and even more excited to go and pad-

dle - “will it be warm?” 

 

Some of the children looked amongst the stones.  Then using an ID sheet they were able to work out what 

they had found.  They found Mermaid’s Purses, whelk eggs, dry seaweed and some stones with holes that 

went all the way through. 

 

Working in groups there was a sand castle construction.  Some castles were mounds of sand surrounded 

by a watery moat.  The children had to work hard to fill their moat with buckets of sea water before it 

soaked away into the sand.  Other castles were made with stone, using wet sand as a kind of cement to 

hold them together.  One group dug a rather large hole and placed stones around the edge.  When asked 

what they were doing they said “we are making a rock pool”.  Others chose to dig channels down to the 

sea so the water could flow down the beach.  They kept having to make it longer as the tide was going 

out.  

 

As the tide went out it exposed the bottom of the groins, this was a great place for us to see some marine 

life.  The children found limpets, barnacles, whelks and anemones.  Some of the anemones were open as 

the water was still just covering them.  This allowed the children to see their tentacles whereas others 

that were out of the water were closed.  

 

The children enjoyed paddling in the sea and running back up the beach trying not to get wet as the 

waves broke.  Others tried jumping the waves, sometimes not getting it quite right and getting splashed.  

 

It was great to see the two classes play and work together, it was a really amazing day Chestnuts.   

 

 



 

 

Chestnuts Beach School 
Chestnuts have had a wonderful, fun filled last few weeks.   

The beach trip was fabulous; super paddling fun .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have all really enjoyed learning about Titanic too!   



 

 

 

Chestnuts—Towner Art Gallery 
 

Experiencing the Turner prize winning exhibit are experiences         

we will never forget! 

 



 

 



 

 

Bedes Reading Ambassadors 

 
Maples were very excited to have an afternoon of stories with the Librarian and a group of Reading      

Ambassadors from Bedes Senior School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for coming to read with us. 

Active Games Gymnastics Competition 

We are very proud of our gymnastics team who took part in the Active Games Gymnastics Competition at 

HCC Primary School this week.  The event was hosted by Mr Elphick and his team at Active Education  

Sussex. 

The team came 4th overall with the girls showing incredible 

confidence to perform in front of a large crowd.   

 

 



 

 

New School Uniform Supply Arrangements 

 

Kidsbiz have transferred their online school uniform business to PMG Schoolwear.  
 

PMG are an extremely experienced and well-respected school uniform supplier who work 
predominantly within the state primary school sector.  They have amazing buying power 
which puts them in a great position to offer the same brands as Kidsbiz has previously, at 

competitive rates.   
 
 

Please note the new website address to order all your school uniform: 
 

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/parkmeadprimaryschool 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

News from Willows 

 

Willows have enjoyed lots of Easter activities this week, it has been a lovely end to the term.  
 
They have made clay eggs, scratch eggs and enjoyed an Easter fun day!  
 
The children have been learning about 
fairy tales and are excited to start our 
new topic ‘growing’ next term.  
 
The class have been thinking about 
Aladdin this week, matching musical 
instruments to the characters in the 
story.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

News from Maples 
 

This term, Maples have been studying plants. The children carried out an experiment to see if food col-

ouring would change the colour of the petals if it travelled up the stem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For ‘Show and Tell’ the children brought in some of their artwork from home. Mia created a sword mosaic 

design from stones she collected. Molly made a lovely mosaic hanging decoration for the garden. 



 

 

News from Oaks 
 

In Oaks we have been having fun! We really enjoyed our scooters and skates ( and bike) afternoon. It 

was worth waiting for the sun to come out for it.  

We had a wonderful world book day, inspired by the book – The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers. We 

shared the story and discussed the Bear’s confession. We then went on to all have a go at making a jet 

paper plane. We had a competition and we had a semi- final and two winners from Year 5 and Year 6. 

Well done Adam and Nathan- may you become a winning streak of paper plane engineers! 



 

 

News from Oaks 
 

What a great time we have had!  Easter Fun Run with crazy hats– please see the      

before and after photos. 

I would like to thank all the staff at Park Mead who support the children in all these 

activities. 

A big thanks to Mrs Davidson, Mrs Foot, Ms Taiclet and Mr Elphick and Mr Sumner. We couldn’t have 

this much fun without you! 

We wish you a lovely Easter Break! Let’s hope the sun shines. 



 

 

News from Oaks 
 

The children were amazing chefs, making a range of meals- 

we have discovered some wonderful sushi and pizza makers! 



 

 

Oaks—National Portrait Gallery 
 

And we had the most amazing trip to the 

National Portrait Gallery in London. The 

children were wonderful. 

 
 



 

 

Grapevine Magazine 
 

The Eastbourne, Wealden & Lewes Family Grapevine SPRING 2024 issue is now available to view and   
download online, and you might still be able to find printed copies of the magazine at your local             
supermarket, or your local library and leisure centre. 
  
It is a one stop directory of things to do for families with children from bump to teen. The magazine lists 
activities, places to visit and events taking place this Easter holidays/spring. It also features 5 fantastic 
competitions for a chance of winning some fabulous prizes, from days out to annual passes, as well as the 
chance to win a family photoshoot this spring with a fabulous local photographer! 
 
 
 
  
The online magazine can be found by 
scanning the QR code or downloaded 
here:  

https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/
eastbourne-wealden-lewes/see-a-copy/ 

  

https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/eastbourne-wealden-lewes/see-a-copy/
https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/eastbourne-wealden-lewes/see-a-copy/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Free Webinars for Parents / Carers 



 

 

Active Education Sussex—After School Sports Club 
 

Booking is now open: 

https://activeeducationsussex.co.uk/book-a-course/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the link below to access the magazine:. 
 

https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue2-24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://track.smtpmailsend.com/9147425/c?p=Wwh9qRNydX7lNN8IvBEqYsDnmi-yfXPTMrfwtFe2X2A4TGC8UD0K0wjQu9xMJ6ul9S6LS7FrXu6IPL9wSSxwxEwDDUYmVu9rerTn4Uzpc5I0kCgcp4VT6SZ5MvkAAwsajuLGyxnqFXaLhbO8dDtch3ngA1imlWI1gye36NgznpkBp5XLCbP-fsawlRDZ-nca2wufgZZIFZXKYdF5vWfY-lhCb


 

 

   
   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


