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If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Top Tips 

Letters and emails home this week: 

Willow Class  

 Trip - Hands on History  

Cherry Class 

 Forest School - 9th June 

Maple Class 

 Trip - Briar’s Field Centre 

St Mary’s Star Skills 

With so many skills developing, we will choose one 
Star Skill each week to highlight in the Newsletter. 

Coco: showed great leadership skills this week,   
being an awesome Play Leader. 

Dexter: always demonstrates aiming high skills in 
Maths with 3 star work! 

Bea: has shown amazing positivity while learning 
Cherry class dance around the Maypole. 

Jacob: has shown amazing creativity this week, 
making a beautiful spiral shell outside with stones, 
shells and wooden blocks. 

Well done to you all! 
 

Next week, we will be looking at how Grace, Noah, 
Christopher and Lois develop their skills. 

Reading Reward Scheme 

Our Whole School Reading Reward 

Scheme will continue with your   

ongoing support required to tot up 

the minutes read at home and 

please add additional comments in 

the reading records if required. 

Reading Records are checked each Thursday and 

minutes counted for the House total.  

This week’s results: 

Rother:     842 minutes    Cuckmere:      470 minutes 

Teise:         330 minutes    Medway:       382 minutes   

      Well done, Rother! 

Headteacher Awards 

We have two Headteacher Awards 
this week:  

  

Leon: for the fantastic 
effort h has shown during SATs week. 

  

Oliver: for amazing programming in    
computing.                     

                 Well done, to you both!   

Sports Awards 

Amelia: for much improved pacing 
and excellent sprint technique. 

Zlata: for fantastic running and great 
enthusiasm. 

Amelie: for complete focus and much improved 
sprint start technique.                              

Scarlet: for great teamwork, running and bouncing 
in readiness for Sports’ Day  

 

Congratulations all!   

Welcome                        This week, we wish a belated 
welcome to Lily and          
congratulations to Miss Bews 
and Mr Luck.  

What a gorgeous addition to 
the family! 
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Dates for your Diary 

May 

17th: FGB Meeting  

19th: Briar’s Field Centre - Maple Class 

20th: Drusillas - Cherry Class 

24th: Mini Residential - Lilac Class to Lymley Wood 

25th: Hands on History - willow Class 

26th: Jubilee Celebrations and lunch 

26th: Lilac Class return back to school 

27th: PTFA Baking Competition 

27th: May Festival - with PTFA refreshments (pm) 

27th: Last Day of Term 5 

June 

 6th: Inset Day 

 7th: Term 6 starts - children 

 7th-8th: Phonics Screening 

 9th: Forest School - Maple Class and Cherry Class 

Attendance  

Whole school: week: 95.6% 

       year:  93.3% 
 

Maple:      96.7%   Willow:     98.3% 

Cherry:      91.7%     Lilac:          97.2% 
  

  Less than 94.9% - Red    96.5 to 99.9% - Green     

  95 to 96.4% - Amber    100% - Gold        

Well done, Willow Class!              

Wildlife Explorers 

Our Wildlife Explorers looked at 
the Bean and Tomato plants we 
are growing for the May fair and 
Sports Day. They also learned 
about saving our British       
Bluebells and NO MOW May; 
which is a time to leave our 
lawns uncut so that we help 
Butterfly and Bee pollinators. 

Look out for our native bluebells: 
* narrow leaves (1-1.5cm) 

 deep blue, narrow tube like 
flowers, curled back tips. 

 Nodding flowers, mostly on 
one side of stem. 

 Distinct sweet, fruity scent 
 Pollen anthers usually cream. 

PTFA 

Our lovely PTFA continue their work behind the 
scenes so don’t forget to have the school on your  
Amazon Smile account, be signed up to ‘Easy Fund 
Raising’, add any clothes to our collection bin, or to 
join in with the Bingo Balls! The PTFA are always 
looking for helpers and new ideas for raising money 
for the school so don’t be shy, get in touch! 

Coming Soon: 

27th May: baking competition. 
Bring your fabulous cakes in to 
enter best tasting, best decorated 
or most healthy categories! 

27th May: May Festival 

  8th July:   Summer Social. 

20th July:     End of school disco 

Year 6 

A huge thank you to all our year six children who 
have remained cool and calm throughout SAT week.  

They have demonstrated just how fabulous they are 
and how much they have learnt in their time at St 
Mary's by answering a range of challenging       
grammar, comprehension, and math's questions. 

We couldn't be prouder of the hard work and effort 
they have put in and have really enjoyed spending 
time with them at the year six breakfast club.  

A big shout out to the PTFA for subsidising their 
hoodies. Thank you! 

ParentPay 

Please would all families pop 

onto parent pay to check their 

balance. There are outstanding            

payments for lunch, visits  and 

breakfast club.                       Thank you.    
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Lilac Class Trip to London 

Lilac class had fantastic trip to London a few weeks ago and were delighted that local MP for Wealden, Nus 
Ghani, found time to drop in and meet with us while we were on a tour of the House of Commons.  

Lilac class were beautifully behaved throughout the trip and asked a range of questions that demonstrated 
their understanding of the political system in the UK.  

A river cruise on the Thames was a particular highlight of the trip and their excellent behaviour was              
commented upon by several members of the public.  
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Forest School - Thursday 5th May 
 

On the way to the 

woods, Willow Class 

learned all about        

dandelions. They learned 

they are used as tea, 

their roots make a coffee 

and since ancient Roman 

times their leaves and 

flowers have been used 

as medicine. We learned their seeds are very  

special and prolific at reproducing and a          

dandelion clock can tell you if it is going to rain.  

The class learned their other names such as: ‘lion’s tooth and wet the bed’ and 

some old folklore such as when you blow the seed 

heads, it will tell you what the time is! 

The class then played a running game 

to practise their knowledge of telling 

the time and where the  numbers and 

hands on a clock are. 

They then all played a game of ‘Owl 

Eyes’, hiding very effectively in the 

reeds in the meadow and found some 

of the longest dandelion flowers ever! 
 

 

Once in the woods the children had a go at printing with all of the spring 

flowers and plants they had found on the way to the woods. They made 

some beautiful, considered and     

symmetrical prints onto fabric with    

hammers. 

The bluebells are in full carpet of the 

woodland and smelled wonderful! 

There was also time for some 

swinging and bouncing on the  

                                                     slackline in the glorious spring 

                                                              sunshine.  
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Benny 

This week, Benny continued to exercise our arm 

muscles as well as our legs, through playing fetch!  

It was exciting to find the bridge made last week, 

still on the Forest Way ready to be played on. 
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Forest School - Thursday 10th March 

 

Lunchtime Lego 

The children continue to have fun at the lunchtime 

 Lego group. 
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Forest School - Thursday 10th March 

 

Lunchtime Art 

Mrs Carpenter continues to offer the children     
opportunities at lunchtime to use different art    

media. 
 

A collage of Art work from the lunch time art group 
from last week. 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents,     

carers, staff, children and visitors that they would like to share with others about 

the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time to let us know something that you would like to 

share. In the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate 

the positivity within our school.  
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Wellbeing Poster 

This week is the Mental Health Foundation’s Mental Health       
Awareness Week. The theme this year is ‘exploring the impact 
of loneliness’, so our well being poster  this week is taken from the 
Mental Health Foundation website and looks at how to cope with 
loneliness and improve your mental health. 

Dealing with loneliness can be difficult. But there are things we can 

all do to cope and prevent some of the negative feelings and mental health problems that can come with it.  

1. Try to do some enjoyable things that will keep you busy  

This might be a hobby such as a bit of gardening, going to the gym, jigsaws, puzzles, knitting or even sorting 

out your kitchen cupboards. Small activities can give you energy and positive feelings. Be careful about 

working too hard or watching TV shows simply as a distraction. These will only delay or suppress your      

feelings and could actually make your mental health worse. 

2. Try to do things that stimulate your mind  

This can include taking courses or listening to podcasts on topics from comedy to fitness. This 

can be stimulating and something as simple as listening to the familiar voice of someone you 

like can help you feel less lonely. 

3. Think about doing a physical activity  

This  can be as simple as having a walk in the park when you’re feeling a bit overwhelmed or 

listening to  music and do a bit of dancing around your living room.  

4. Try to engage with the people you meet in your daily life.  

It can be hard to talk to others when you’re feeling lonely. However, trying to connect with 

the people you meet as you go about your day can be helpful. Even catching someone’s eye and saying 

“hi” as you walk along can make you feel better. Or it could be about saying hello to the postwomen or   

postman or going to the shops and talking to the person at the checkout.  

5. Find people that ‘get you’  

It can be hard to connect with others when you’re feeling lonely. But there are 

great benefits in finding people who have been through similar experiences to 

you. Interacting with others that ‘get’ you can give you a sense of belonging 

that may be missing. Try local groups or social media. 

6. Spend time with pets  

Not only do animals provide us with unconditional love and support, they also help to give structure to our 

days and even encourage us to get out and connect with others. Interaction with pets is also shown to help 

reduce stress levels. 

7. Try to use social media in a positive way  

Finding digital  communities, you share interests and passions with can 

help but be aware of how you feel when you use social media and   

focus on topics and activities that work best for you. 

8. Talking therapies can help  

Talking therapy can be hard to get – but if you can find a professional, it can really be of benefit. It’ll provide 

you with a safe space to work through your feelings and thoughts without judgement. Check out your local 

resources by visiting the NHS website. 
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https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/talking-therapies-medicine-treatments/talking-therapies-and-counselling/nhs-talking-therapies/
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Forest School - Thursday 10th March 

 

Opportunity 
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Opportunity 

East Hoathly FPTA are organising a family fun run on Sunday 19th June. As a sister school within the Pioneer 

Federation they have agreed that any monies raised from entrants of St Mary’s will go to our own PTFA! So if 

you are a newbie and want to run 1km, or a veteran able to face 10km, how about a family day out? 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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