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Term 4 Week 4 

Friday 17th March   

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Amnesty 

We are continuing our amnesty 
for the return of school sports 
kit. 

Please would you check 
cupboards, drawers, washing 

baskets, ironing 
piles and 
wherever else 
you may have 
‘hidden clothes,’ 
as we have a major depletion in 
school team kit, and need you to 
bring back any that you can find! 

Thank you for your help. 

Top Tips 
Emails and letters home this week: 

 

Selected Pupils: 

 ParentPay update requests. 

 Y5/6 Girls football tournament 

 Girls Gymnastics 
Whole School: 

 Proposed National Strike 
Parent Governor Ballot 
We have received four returns for this Ballot. Please 
check book bags and vote for your Parent Governor. 

School Value and Weekly Reflection 

Each term, we focus on a Christian Value with    

weekly reflection in assembly and in class. 

We would like to develop this further by asking you to 

discuss the reflection of the week with your child(ren) 

at home. 

Our values for this term are Forgiveness and Hope.  

 

 

Hope 

 

 

This year, we are taking part in the Jeffery Hale award 

to create a Wishing Tree for a Greener World.  

This week, the children have been thinking of a wish 

or hope for the future and creating a ‘post-it’ size 

visual representation by drawing, making a collage, 

painting, or using other materials, to add to our 

Wishing Tree entry.  

What can you do as a family to create a Greener 

World? 

Attendance  

The Pioneer Federation goal is an    
average attendance rate of 97%,     
recognising that each school day  
provides opportunities for learning, 
as well as social and emotional       
development. It is noticeable when students miss 
school as it impacts on their progress. 
 

Whole school: week:  95.9% 

       year:   94.2% 
 

Maple:  94.5%     Cherry:  93.3% 

Willow: 98.3%    Lilac:      97.1% 

 

Less than 94.9% - Red        95 to 96.4% - Amber 

96.5 to 99.9% - Green            100% - Gold    
 

Well done, Willow Class!  
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Star Skills 

Each week, one 
pupil from each 
class is 
identified for 
their ‘star skills’ 
development. Staff and other pupils share their 
observations of the week, which are then recognised 
in Celebration   Assembly on Fridays. With so many 
developing, we choose one star skill each week for 
the Newsletter. 

Beau: is developing brilliant problem solving, 
working hard, particularly in maths and becoming 
much more careful and logical when she solves 
problems. 

Aidan: has been fabulously using his speaking skills 
contributing many more ideas to whole class 
teaching sessions and sharing ideas in his work 
group.. 

Christopher: has been impressing us all aiming high, 
with determination to write full sentences using his 
phonics knowledge. 

Isaac: is developing fabulous listening skills,  this 
week, listening to the story ’The Kiss that Missed’ 
and explaining that his kiss might get blown all the 
way ’up to the clouds’. 

Well done to you all! 

Next week we will be looking at how Layla, Amelia, 
Elsie and William develop their skills. 

Sports Award 

This week, our sports awards go to: 

Jared: for excellent teamwork and 

positioning, during bench ball. 

Joshua: for excellent focus and 

much improved technique whilst developing ball 

skills in basketball. 

Khaleesi: for great focus and perseverance during 

PE. 

Tuppence: for excellent aiming, focus and control 

whilst working with a large ball. 
 

 
 

Well done to you 

all! 

Dates for your Diary     

March 

 19th: Mothers Day - 9:30am St Mary’s Church 
  Rev Julie recognising mothers  

 21st: Maple Class - Assembly 

 21st: Pioneer Gymnastics Tournament  

(selected pupils) 

 21st: Willow Class - Swimming 

 22nd: Maple Class - Hever Castle 

 23rd: Y5/6 Girls Football Tournament - Bedes 

 23rd: Lilac Class - Forest School 

 23rd: Cherry Class - Bake Sale 3:15pm 

 24th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

 24th: Cherry Class - Bake Sale 3:15pm 

 27th: FGB Meeting 5pm - 7pm 

 28th: Willow Class - Swimming 

 29th: Palm Sunday Service 9:30am - 10:00am 

 30th: Toast for World in Need 

 30th: Maple Class and Buddies - Forest School 

 31st: End of Term Service Church 2:30pm  

 31st: Last Day Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April  

 17th: First Day Term 5 

Reading Reward Scheme 

Our Whole School Reading Reward 

Scheme will continue with your    

ongoing support required to tot up 

the minutes read at home. Please 

add additional comments in the reading records if 

required. Reading Records are checked each week 

and minutes counted for the House total.  

This week’s results: 

Rother:                       624 minutes 

Teise:                     505 minutes 

Cuckmere:                 264 minutes   

Medway:                1,027 minutes  

               Well done, Medway! 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Forest School - Thursday 16th March 
 

It was another dull March day as Willow Class set off to the woods but thankfully 

soon after we had left, the sun came out and we had a beautiful afternoon!  

Willow class had some spring id sheets to help them learn the names of spring 

plants and flowers. They found primroses, celandines, crocuses, oak trees, hazel 

catkins and cuckoo pint plants along our journey. 

The class played a game of ‘owl eyes’ where they had 

to hide in the reeds and grasses in the meadow…can 

you spot any of them above? 
 

They started their session in the woods this week, by singing beautifully and 

using sticks to provide a rhythmic accompaniment. They learned a song about 

spring; 

‘Snowdrops, snowdrops, little drops of snow, 

How do you feel when the cold wind blows? 

We ring a little bell, ring a ding a ding, 

Ring a ding a ding, here comes spring’ 

 

Linking to their learning journey of 

rainforests, the class looked at the 

canopy, understory and woodland 

floor to have a go at learning to 

identify plants of British woodlands. 

They talked about how this was 

similar and different to that of the 

rainforests in different regions of the world, such as 

the amazing Amazon.   

We talked about the bluebells and how we need to 

take care to use the paths, to preserve these beautiful plants on the forest floor.  

Then the class decorated eggs as a celebration of Easter. They used pens to create 

different patterns and images. Some of the children took them home, some made 

woodland houses for them, some then peeled their eggs and tasted them and 

some used the ipad to create slow motion videos of them smashing! 

In the woods the children explored their own interests in the woods, exploring the 

site, the rope swings, digging in the stream and seeing how the flow of water 

could be diverted and how and where it 

disappeared into the woodland floor. There 

was great interest in exploring what they 

could find in the stream, mud, clay, leaves, 

stones and tree roots. 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Lilac Class  

This term in Art, Lilac Class have been learning about William Morris and his printing technique using repeating 
patterns and symmetry.  

His wallpaper art often involved nature as a way for Victorians living in smoggy London to escape to the 
countryside. T 

his week, we had a go at designing  and creating our own art in the style of William Morris using printing and 
here are some of the results!  

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visitors 

that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time to let us know something that you would like to share. In the newsletter every 

week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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Opportunity   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Spring and Summer 2023: 
 

25/4/23 Topic to be confirmed – let Mrs Leahy know of any requests  2-3pm at St Marys 

16/5/23 ‘Supporting Adult Mental Health in Adult Mental Health Week’  2-3pm at Park Mead  

4/7/23 ‘Transitions – between classes and between schools’ 2-3pm at Park Mead 

Hartfield Village Litter Pick 

Hartfield Parish Council have 
arranged a Litter Pick for Sunday 
3rd March. 

They have the equipment and 
would really like to see as many 
volunteers and young people as possible, to get 
involved in cleaning up the village verges etc.  

Meeting at the pavilion at 10:00am, any help with 
refreshments is always appreciated by tired 
volunteers.  

School Playground 

Increasing numbers of children 

(including siblings) are playing on 

the equipment in the school 

playground at the beginning and the 

end of each day. 

Please be aware, once you have ‘collected’ your 

children from the teachers, we no longer retain 

responsibility for ‘keeping an eye’ on their 

whereabouts or of activity undertaken. 

Thank you. 

Opportunity   

The East Sussex Parenting Team offer support with a variety of online courses, each with 
specific tips on how you can deal with the most common emotional concerns, behavioural 
issues; and general parenting ideas. All of the courses are evidence-based and are methods that 
have already been successful in supporting families worldwide through times of crisis. 
So, you don't have to do it alone; you can ‘get through it’ together. Parents and carers 

can access as much or as little as 
they like, and just small changes 
will make a big difference!  

Visit the school website for more 
information. 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Wellbeing Poster 
This week, we are continue our series of posters relating to safety on the internet. This week, Top Tips for 
adopting Safe and Healthy Online Habits. 
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Easter Services 

Please be aware of the Easter Services being held at St Mary’s and Holy Trinity Church. 

Rev Julie, Kate Dillingham (youth worker) and everyone involved in providing these 

events, would love to see you there. 
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Opportunities: Easter Camps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Coach GTC: Jon Prenelle               

07495 368571                                                                                                                                                 
kentandsussextennis@outlook.com        

        

 

Kent and Sussex Tennis will be offering Easter Tennis Camps for the upcoming school holidays. Days and times 
are below, numbers are limited so please book as soon as possible 

 

COURSE DATES & COST 

 

Camp 1  Monday 3rd April-Wednesday 5th April 

 

Camp 2 Monday 10th April-Wednesday 12th April 

 

Make up days in the event of inclement weather Thursday 6th and 13th. 

 

5-9 years old 9.30am-12pm £75.00 

10 year and older 1pm-3.30pm £75.00 

 

Please remember to bring a snack, a water bottle and appropriate clothing. 

Please email for more information: kentandsussextennis@outlook.com 

 
Groombridge Tennis Club Membership: 

Do consider signing your child up for membership. It is great value and offers unlimited play for just £25 membership fee a 
year and £15 for additional siblings.  It is also provides discount for joining the school tennis club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.groombridgetennisclub.org.uk .  

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Opportunities at St Mary the Virgin Church 

Please be aware of the regular activities held at St Mary’s and Holy Trinity Church. 

Rev Julie, Kate Dillingham (youth worker) and everyone involved in providing these 

events, would love to see you there. 
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Opportunities 
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