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Friday 3rd November  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Headlines from our Head of School  

Welcome to Term 2!  

Focusing on building Creative 
Community Connections 

It was a pleasure to be part of ‘Art for 
All’ here in Hartfield in October – the wonderful 
leaves made by so many children at St Mary’s are 
now on display in our entrance hall. Thank you to all 
the families who supported this and attended the 
event in St Mary’s Church.  

We look forward to forging more links with our 
community to benefit all the children here and are 
always looking for ways to bring the community into 
school so please share any ideas you may have. 

Jane Robinson 

School Value and Weekly reflection 

Each term, we focus on a Christian Value with 
weekly reflection in assembly and in class. 

We like to develop this further by asking you, where 
possible, to discuss the reflection of the week with 
your child(ren) at home. 

This term, we are looking at:  
 

 

 

 

Trust and Peace 
 

This week, we talked about Gideon, a man who 
trusted in God to help him when he was feeling 
anxious or worried. The children were encouraged 
to think about who they talk to if they are worried 
and how this helps. 

Recognising that God can help all of us, they then 
wrote a prayer to use when they feel anxious. 

Do you have a family prayer?  

What sort of things would you add to it for times of 
family anxiety? 

Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp home:   

Whole School 

 Remembrance Services 

 Parent Consultations  

 Acceptable Use IT  

 Storm Cairán  

Lilac Class 

 T2 Topic 

 Open Morning 

Cherry Class 

 Phonics 

 Forest School 

 PE Kit 

Maple Class 

 Forest School 

Selected 

 Celebration Assembly 

 Hever Castle   

 Dodgeball Tournament 

 Christmas Cards 

 HAF Activities 

Please be aware that the PTFA AGM, is arranged for 
Thursday 16th November 2:45pm in school. 
Volunteers are always needed for the PTFA and the 
AGM gives opportunity to vote in your PTFA officers 
so we look forward to seeing you there. 

Christmas Fayre preparations are underway. This 
year the Fayre is being held on Sunday 3rd December  
12noon to 3:00pm. The timing is planned to enable 
attendance at the Sunday church service as well. 
Please let the PTFA know if you can help. 



Dates for your Diary 

November 

     7th: Parent Consultations  

              3:30pm - 6:00pm 

   4th: Open Day 10:00am-12noon - Prospective  

           Parents 2024 

   6th: Open Day 9:00am - 10:00am - Prospective  

           Parents 2024 

  8th: Collective Worship - Remembrance  

           Service 9:30am Church 

  8th: Remembrance Practice: 6:30pm 

  9th: Lilac Class - Topic Day 

  9th: Parent Consultations 3:30pm - 6:00pm 

10th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am  

12th: Remembrance Service: Church  

13th: Anti Bullying Week 

15th: Collective Worship Church 9:30am 

16th: Forest School - Maple Class  

16th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

16th: PTFA AGM 2:45pm - 3:15pm in school 

17th: Children in Need non school uniform day 

17th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

22nd: Collective Worship Church 9:30am 

23rd: Forest School - Willow Class 

24th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

28th: Flu Vaccine 

29th: Collective Worship - 9:30am Church 

29th: Ethos Committee - 12:30pm 

30th: Forest School - Lilac Class 
 

December 

  1st: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

  3rd: PTFA Christmas Fayre  12noon - 3:00pm 

  4th: Christingle Making 

  5th: Collective Worship - Christingle Service 

          9:30am Church 

  7th: Forest School - Maple Class 

  7th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

  8th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

  8th: Live Hartfield Nativity 6:30pm 

10th: Christmas Praise Service - Church 10:00am 

12th: KS1 School Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

13th: KS2 Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

14th: Forest School - Cherry Class 

15th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

15th: End of Term Christmas Worship  

           2:30 pm Church 

15th: Last Day T2 
 

January 

  2nd: Inset Day  

  3rd: All return to School 
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Celebration Assembly 

Throughout this term we have trialled invitations to 
parents to join us for Celebration Assembly when their 
children are to receive certificates. 

We have been amazed by the support shown to this 
and have decided that we will continue into the 
future. 

In recognition of difficulties that can arise when trying 
to ensure everyone knows about the assembly and has 
chance to attend if they would like, from next term we 
are going to present certificates a week later i.e. there 
will be no celebration assembly in week one of T2, the 
first will be held in week two. Parents will be informed 
at the end of week one of certificates gained, ready for 
presentation the following week. 

Children in Need 

We will be holding a non 
uniform day on Friday 17th 
November in support of the 
BBC Children in Need appeal. 

For a donation pupils may wear non uniform. The 
pupil governors are helping to organise Children in 
Need this year and they had a meeting to vote on the 
theme. The theme is pyjamas but if you prefer, you 
can wear yellow clothes instead. 

Please can your child wear trainers to school with their 
outfit so that they can participate in normal school 
activities including outdoor play.  

Children will also participate in some physical 
challenges during the week at school and more details 
about these to follow.  

Precious Items in School 

We have noticed an increase of precious 
items in school, toys, cuddlies, fidget 
items. 

Please encourage your children to keep 
these items at home as we would be 
very sad it they got lost or broken and 
they are not always supportive of our 
three golden rules of Ready, Respectful 
and Safe. 

If there is a specific reason for an item to 
be in school, please speak with your 
teachers for prior agreement. 

Thank you for your support with this. 
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St Mary’s PTFA 

The PTFA have been working hard to pull together the 
dates for their annual events: 

Thursday 16th November 2.45pm - 3:15pm 

AGM. This is held in school, in Larch. Children will be supervised if it runs late. 

Tuesday  21st November 3:15pm 

Maple Class Bake Sale, on the playground at the end of school,  opportunity to buy cakes provided by our 
marvellous Maple Class 

Friday 1st December     

Non School Uniform Day in exchange for bottles to create a tombola at the Christmas Fayre  

Sunday 3rd December 12noon - 3:00pm 

Christmas Fayre in school hall. Opportunity to pop to church service beforehand.  

Tuesday 16th January 3:15pm 

Cherry Class Bake Sale, on the playground at the end of school an opportunity to purchase cakes provided by 
our champion Cherry Class 

Thursday 8th February 3:20pm - 4:45pm 

School Disco in the hall supervised by our talented teachers 

Tuesday 12th March 3:15pm 

Willow Class Bake Sale, on the playground at the end of school, an opportunity to purchase cakes provided by 
our wonderful Willow Class 

Tuesday 30th April 3:15pm 

Lilac Class Bake Sale, on the playground at the end of school, an opportunity to buy cakes provided by our 
lovely Lilac Class 

Friday 24th May 1:15pm 

May Fair on the Croft 

Tuesday 9th July                       

Non School Uniform Day in exchange for bottles to create a tombola at the Summer Social  

Friday 12th July 1:15pm 

Sports day / summer social on the Croft 

Friday 19th July  

Non School Uniform Day  in exchange for donations to the PTFA 

Friday 19th July 3:20pm - 4:45pm 

End of term School Disco supervised by our talented teachers 
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School Disco 

Our first ‘re-booted disco  ran at the end  

of last term and proved to be a huge  

success. 

Our roving reporter, Oliver said: 

‘I really liked the school disco. It was fun  

because the music was loud and I enjoyed 
playing with my friends’. 

Thank you to the PTFA for organising this 
event and to everyone who helped make it 
such a hit on the day. 
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Hever Castle 

Willow Class had a fantastic trip to Hever Castle on Wednesday 1st 
November, as part of out topic ‘Why do we remember the Tudors?’ 

We began our day with a tour round the castle and discussed the many 
uses of The Great Hall, discovering where musicians would sit to 
entertain guests while they ate. We hadn’t realised that during the early 
years of the castle the Great Hall was used as a bedroom as well as a 
place to eat! 

We were very lucky to see the prayer book that was 
used by Anne Boleyn in which she had made her 
own notes. It was amazing to see something so 
personal to a monarch that was over 500 years old.  

 

Once we had been on our tour of the castle, we 
took part in a workshop where we learnt about the 
different statuses within Tudor society. We found 
out about the clothes that were 
worn, as well as the fabrics that 
each group could afford. We then 
used these skills to work out 
which class would have eaten 
what meal (the children were in 
general horrified by the idea of 
eating swan!)  

 

We had the opportunity to try 
our hand at some Tudor games, but enjoyed dressing up in the clothes that a noble man or royalty would have 
worn most of all. We were not quite so excited by the clothing of servants and peasants! 

  

The best part of the day by far was the children having time to play 
in Tudor Towers. We were also fortunate that the weather was kind 
to us and we were able to fully explore the play area. 

 

The children's behaviour throughout the day was fantastic and our 
guides were impressed with the knowledge the children had 
acquired about the Tudors and the range of questions that they 
asked.   

Well done, Willow Class  
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Positivity Board 

This board enables all to write positive comments, or thoughts. From parents, carers, staff, and children to 

all school visitors, who would like to share with others something positive about the school, their classes, 

the children or events.  

Please contact us or come into school at any time to let us know something that you would like to add. In 

the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk


St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk 

Wellbeing 

Sussex immunisation Service will be visiting the school on Tuesday 28th November. 

More details will be sent out next week , but if you wish to consent to the Influenza Nasal Spray vaccination 

please go to: https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu  
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School Lunches 

Chartwells have their new menu, ParentPay has been updated and thank you for pre booking your meals. 
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Opportunity 

Opportunity 
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