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Friday 17th November  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Headlines from our Head of School  

Focus on Online Safety  

This week I want to share some thoughts about how best to support our children with using the internet and 
other technology safely. It is obviously a significant part of this generation's lives as they have only ever known a 
world with the internet, mobile phones and social media. Navigating this as a parent can be challenging! I am 
planning to hold an Online Safety Workshop for Parents (Thursday 11th January at 9am) with some practical 
support and guidance, but in the meantime wanted to start us thinking about this area of safeguarding as a 
whole school community.  

We as educators and parents need to be preparing our children to be 'digitally resilient'. This means finding that 
balance in terms of their access to the internet; finding an age appropriate level with parental controls, rather 
than restricting all access, or being overly risk averse. This can lead to children being vulnerable due to lack of 
knowledge and possibly at risk when they do become digitally active.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are interested in learning more about this in the meantime please do look up:  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/ 
 

Mrs Robinson 

Head of School 

Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp home:   

Whole School 

 Shoe Box request (thank you for 
sending them in) 

 School Dinner 

Selected 

 Dodgeball 

 

PTFA Christmas Fair 
 

The PTFA are delighted to 
announce that Father 
Christmas will be 
returning to his St Mary’s 
Christmas Fair Grotto this 
year! Please secure your 
space using this link. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://calendly.com/ptfahartfield/father-christmas-grotto?month=2023-12


Dates for your Diary 

 

November 

 21st: Maple Class Bake Sale 3:15pm 

22nd: Collective Worship Church 9:30am 

23rd: Forest School - Willow Class 

24th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

28th: Flu Vaccine 

29th: Collective Worship - 9:30am Church 

29th: Ethos Committee - 12:30pm 

30th: Forest School - Lilac Class 
 
 

December 

  1st: Non-Uniform Day - tombola donations 

  1st: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

  1st: Festive Fun Run - sponsored 

 3rd: PTFA Christmas Fayre  12noon - 3:00pm 

  4th: Christingle Making 

  5th: Collective Worship - Christingle Service 

          9:30am Church 

  7th: Forest School - Maple Class 

  7th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

  7th: PTFA Wreath Making - 7:00pm 

  8th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

  8th: Live Hartfield Nativity 6:30pm 

10th: Christmas Praise Service - Church 9:30am 

12th: KS1 School Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

13th: KS2 Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

14th: Forest School - Cherry Class 

15th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

15th: End of Term Christmas Worship  

           2:30 pm Church 

15th: PTFA Christmas Social - Anchor 7:30pm 

15th: Last Day T2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

  2nd: Inset Day  

  3rd: All return to School 
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School Value and Weekly reflection 

Each term, we focus on a Christian Value with weekly 
reflection in assembly and in class. 

We like to develop this further by asking you, where 
possible, to discuss the reflection of the week with 
your child(ren) at home. 

This term, we are looking at:  
 

 

 

Trust and Peace 
 

 

This week, as part of anti-bullying week, the children 
have been following the story ‘Mixed’ by Arree Chung,        
which is a tale of overcoming, accepting and 
celebrating difference. Linking this to our value of Trust 
and how important trust is within any friendship or 
family, the children were then encouraged to write an 
acrostic poem using TRUST to demonstrate how they 
can show trust in someone. 

Maybe as a family you can talk about how you show 
each other Trust and how this can be developed 
further. Perhaps you can develop your own poem, 
saying or phrase that will remind each of you about 
your family trust goals? 

Anti-Bullying Week 

The whole school took part in odd socks day on 

Monday to mark the start of Anti-bullying week, and in 

Assembly, they identified the difference places they 

could seek support if needed. In their spiritual journal 

activity, they designed odd socks and wrote acrostic 

poems about trust.  

On Friday, Lilac Class watched a BBC Live Lesson, 

learning the difference between bullying and banter 

behaviours. They then discussed different useful 

phrases that could be used if a joke is getting 

uncomfortable.   

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk


St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk 

Sports Awards 

The PE specialty this term is gymnastics and this 
week, Miss Ambrose awarded the following 
children Sports Awards: 
 

Dexter: for always being so supportive to others in 
class and for his hard work progressing his counter 
balances! 

Amelie: for amazing skills in gymnastics and always 
wanting to push herself. 

Scarlet: for her excellent gymnastic skills and 
willingness to demonstrate fabulous cartwheels and 
forward rolls to others in class. 

Florence: for always trying new skills with 
confidence, especially her forward rolls down hill! 

Well done to you all! 
 

 

Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is identified for 

their ‘star skills’ development. Staff and other pupils 

share their observations of the week, which are then 

recognised in Celebration  Assembly on Fridays. With 

so many developing, we choose one star skill each 

week for the Newsletter. 

Noah: shows amazing problem solving skills, really 

enjoying the challenge and often finding creative 

solutions to the problems that present.  

Reece: has a fabulous approach to staying positive, 

always wanting to do well and is keen to be an active 

member of the class. This week he edited his English 

work twice to make sure it was great! 

William P: has been working on his listening skills, 

being magnificent in following instructions from 

adults to better improve his work. 

Finley: has demonstrated fantastic creativity this 

week, making a wonderful candle out of clay, using 

his fingers to pinch and mould it to the shape that he 

wanted.  

Well done to you all! 

Christingle 

We are making our Christingles on Monday 4th 
December, ready for our Christingle Service on 
Tuesday 5th December, 
9:30am in church. 

Please remember to bring 
your oranges into school on 
Monday 4th to ensure 
everyone is able to 
participate and we would 
love to see you in church if 
you are able to join us.  

Thank you 

Cross Country 

Congratulations to Noah and Dexter who previously  
qualified for round two of the cross country 
competition and attended the North Wealden 
Championship Final this week. Both ran extremely 
well (in the less than favourable conditions) and we 
are delighted to say that Dexter has qualified for 
round three. 

We are extremely proud of you both, well done! 
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Children in Need 

Our roving reporters this week, Noah and Isla were busy on 
Friday going around taking photographs of everybody and 
writing up about our day: 

“On Friday, for Children in Need to fund raise we dressed up 
in yellow pyjamas or yellow clothing. 

It was fun and everybody loved it. 

We raised a whopping £59.90 so far and s an extra fun 
activity we coloured in Pudsey and did Bearpees (burpees 
but for children in need).  

We really enjoyed it and we can’t wait to do it all again next 
year. 

We had a brilliant day!” 

 

 

Thank you to our wonderful pupil governors: 

 Alfred, Joseph, Isla, Noah, Freddie, Scarlett, Bella and Dylan  

for planning such a fun day to raise money for such a good cause. 
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Christmas Wreath Making 

 

Opportunity 

Dame Rachel De Souza, 
Children's Commissioner for 
England has a statutory duty to 
protect and promote the views 
and interests of children and she 
is running a national campaign 
entitled “The Big Ambition” 
  

The Big Ambition provides a 
much-needed opportunity for 
the children of England to tell 
political decision makers what is 
important to them ahead of the General Election, and Dame Rachel will be sharing their responses with 
Government to ensure that children’s voices are heard. 
 

This survey is for all  children and young people up to 18 years of age (adults can help completion) and the 
results will be collated to take their views to the Government.  
 

The survey can be accessed by going to The Big Ambition website 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/


St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk 

Christmas Fair 
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PTFA Christmas Fair 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables all to write positive comments, or thoughts. From parents, carers, staff, and children to 

all school visitors, who would like to share with others something positive about the school, their classes, 

the children or events.  

Please contact us or come into school at any time to let us know something that you would like to add. In 

the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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Wellbeing 

We have been sent the following information about a training course available to parents and carers, if your 

child is experiencing feelings of anxiety and you are looking for information that may be able to help. If the 

QR code does not work for you, please contact the school office and I will send het original document. 
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Hartfield Live Nativity 
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Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 6th December 
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Christmas in Church 
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Parents and Toddlers in Church 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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