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If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Headlines from our Head of School  

Focus on Parent Feedback  

This week I wanted to share my thanks to all parents who completed a questionnaire at 
the parent consultation evenings earlier this term. It was a great opportunity for us to 
hear how your children find their experience at St Mary the Virgin School, as well as your 
experience as parents. The feedback has allowed us to evaluate our practice and adjust our offer. Some changes 
you may already be aware of are a direct result of your feedback, one being the change to the amount of time 
we give to let you know your child is receiving a certificate in celebration assembly. We have already received 
comment that this has increased the number of parents who have been able to attend.  

Some wonderful headlines from the questionnaire feedback are that 100% of parents answered, I agree or 
strongly agree to the statement “My child is happy at this school” and 100% answered that they agree or 
strongly agree with “I would recommend this school to another parent”.  

We also used this opportunity to consult parents over the School Value statement and whether there were any 
suggested changes.  The overwhelming majority of parents liked our concise version: “to be the best we can be 
in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.” We loved the feedback that parents felt this vision 
fitted the school perfectly and that the new shorter version made it more accessible and memorable to the 
whole community. The next step in school is that we are planning to relaunch this vision statement with a 
celebratory event in Term 4 where parents will be able to come and help us launch our revised vision as part of 
a whole school event run by school and church together.  

Areas that parents raised in the questionnaire that we could do better in were; offering a broader range of after 
school clubs, other than sport and how we communicate news and information between home and school. We 
are excited to share that as a result we are in the process of setting up a KS2 ‘coding’ club for the spring term 
and are reviewing our newsletter offer so that more warning for upcoming events can be shared in good time. 
We continue to consider all you have said and to welcome feedback into our ‘comments box’ at the entrance.  

Mrs Robinson 

Head of School 

Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp home:   

Whole School 

 Colouring Competition 

 Christingle 

 Fun Run 

 Nativity 

Selected 

 Celebration Assembly 

 Breakfast Club  

PTFA Christmas  
 

Christmas Fair:  

Sunday 3rd December, 12noon to 3:00pm 

 

 

Christmas Wreath Making:  

Thursday 7th December 7:00pm 



Dates for your Diary 

 

 3rd: PTFA Christmas Fayre   

          12noon - 3:00pm 

  4th: Christingle Making 

  6th: Collective Worship - Christingle Service 

          9:30am Church 

  7th: Forest School - Maple Class 

  7th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

  7th: PTFA Wreath Making - 7:00pm 

  8th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

  8th: Hartfield Live Nativity 6:30pm 

10th: Christmas Praise Service - Church 9:30am 

12th: KS1 School Nativity 10:00am and 2:00pm 

13th: KS2 Nativity 9:30am and 2:00pm 

13th: FGB Meeting 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

14th: Forest School - Cherry Class 

15th: Celebration Assembly 9:15am 

15th: End of Term Christmas Worship  

           2:30pm Church 

15th: PTFA Christmas Social - Anchor 7:30pm 

15th: Last Day T2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

  2nd: Inset Day  

  3rd: All return to School 
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School Value and Weekly reflection 

Each term, we focus on a Christian Value with weekly 
reflection in assembly and in class. 

We like to develop this further by asking you, where 
possible, to discuss the reflection of the week with 
your child(ren) at home. 

This term, we are looking at:  
 

 

 

Trust and Peace 
 

 

This week, we have been looking at how amazing God 
actually is, focusing specifically around the fact he is 
Powerful, active, loving and the bringer of peace. 

To give the children time to consider this, they were 
encouraged to think about the characteristics of God 
and how many words they could use to describe Him 
while colouring in a mindfulness sheet. 

As a family, could you spend time 
thinking of the ways that God brings 
you peace as a family. How could 
you develop with His help to find 
increased peace over the season to 
come? 

Attendance 

The Pioneer Federation goal is an    average 

attendance rate of 97%,     recognizing that 

each school day  provides opportunities for 

learning, as well as social and emotional development.  

It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts 

on their progress, so we ask that you please support us 

and your child by ensuring their attendance is a 

priority.  

Attendance this year: 

Whole school:  95.3% 
 

Maple:  96.6%      Less than 94.9% - Red  

Cherry:  94.5%    95 to 96.4% - Amber 

Willow: 93.8%       96.5 to 99.9% - Green             

Lilac:      96.5% 
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Sports Awards 

The PE specialty this term is gymnastics and this 
week, Miss Ambrose awarded the following 
children Sports Awards: 
 

Nicco: for always ‘aiming high’, giving everything 
his best attempt thus mastering lots of challenging 
moves in gymnastics.  

Reece: for being an amazing gymnast, and for 
always trying the more challenging moves! 

Bella: for always giving her best and always having 
a smile on her face, no matter how tricky the 
moves! 

Michael: who is loving the gymnastic lessons with 
his friends, is sky rocketing in his PE progress and 
growing in confidence. 

Well done to you all! 

 

Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is identified for 

their ‘star skills’ development. Staff and other pupils 

share their observations of the week, which are then 

recognised in Celebration  Assembly on Fridays. With 

so many developing, we choose one star skill each 

week for the Newsletter. 

Freddie: shows fantastic skills when speaking and 

presenting in front of others. She shows confidence 

when speaking in front of the class and even sung 

our Vision Song beautifully in front of everybody. 

Lois: has shown amazing listening skill  this week, 

listening intently to the story of Beegu and asking 

some really interesting questions.  

Michael: is developing fabulous teamwork skills. He 

enjoys building with construction and is often seen 

making something with a friend in class. 

Well done to you all! 

Christingle 

Please note the dates for our Christingle activities 
this year, especially the service as the day has 
changed:  

Monday 4th December 

We are making our Christingles. Please remember to 
bring your oranges into school to ensure everyone is 
able to participate.  

Wednesday 6th December, 
Our Christingle Service is 
9:30am in church and we 
would love to see you in 
there if you are able to join 
us.  

Thank you 

Christmas Wreath Making 

There is a Christmas wreath making evening on 
Thursday 7th December, starting at 7:00pm in 
school. 

This will cost £20 per person, to make a wreath, 
with a glass of prosecco and mince pie included/ 

To book your slot, please contact the PTFA in 
person or please email them on:  

ptfahartfield.gmail.com   

Booking in advance is required to securer your place 
and payments can be made by BACs to their 
account: 

CAF Bank 

HARTFIELD SCHOOL PTFA 

Sort code: 45-52-40 

Account number: 00060500 
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Forest School 

On the way to Forest School this week, Lilac Class stopped at the wellie tree and tried to work out whether they 
would be as tall as the tree if they all stood on each other’s shoulders if? The children were split about 50/50, so 
they will need to work out the height of the tree to see what half of the class was right. 

Once at Forest School ,the class were very keen to get started. We reminded ourselves of the rules of the forest 
that keep us safe, they then set off to explore and do their own activates.  

A group of children stayed to help build and light the 
fire which was a little tricky to get going as everything 
was so damp. Their perseverance to light the cotton 
wool was impressive and they did not give up until it 
was done.  

Once the fire was going the kettle was placed on top 
ready for the hot chocolate and Lilac Class took it in 
turns to come into the fire circle and toast a 
marshmallow, which was then placed in between two 
biscuits ready to eat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was some great team work in the ditch today. 
Using some large logs a group of children created a dam 
with mud to support the back of the dam to fill in any 
gaps that the water was managing to escape through.  

At the end of the session they broke the dam and raced 
the water down the ditch.  

While lifting some logs a smooth newt was found 
and named Jeff; he was shared with the class and 

then returned carefully back to the log he 
was found under, with the care taken to keep 
the newt safe fantastic.  

The kettle soon boiled and the class sat class 
to enjoy a hot chocolate to warm up.  

And to talk about the things 
they had enjoyed about 
forest school: 
 

“Having a hot chocolate in 
the hammock” 

“Playing and building the 
dam” 

“S’mores” 
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Wildlife Explorers 

Wildlife Explorers have been studying amphibians and reptiles 
over the last two weeks : 

 

Amphibians 

They spent the first session looking at the life cycles of frogs, 
toads and newts: 

 

 

 

 

 

Reptiles 

This week, they found out that there are four reptiles in Britain: 

 Grass Snakes 

 Adders 

 Slow Worms and 

 Lizards 

 

They then went on to make there own snake, colouring the spiral tails suing the correct markings of their 
chosen breed. 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables all to write positive comments, or thoughts. From parents, carers, staff, and children to 

all school visitors, who would like to share with others something positive about the school, their classes, 

the children or events.  

Please contact us or come into school at any time to let us know something that you would like to add. In 

the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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Wellbeing 

As we reach December, and with all of the celebrations planned 

over the next two weeks in school, it is important to acknowledge 

that not everyone finds the season easy and that Christmas can 

affect our Mental Health. 

MIND acknowledge that whether Christmas is fully part of your life 

or whether it is happening around you, it is a time of year that puts 

extra pressure on us: 

Things to be aware of: 

Christmas could affect your mental health if you: 

 

 Wish you didn't have to deal with Christmas, or find it stressful because of other events in your life 

 Feel alone or left out because everyone else seems happy when you're not 

 Feel frustrated by other people's views of a 'perfect' Christmas, if these feel different to your own 
experiences 

 Have ideas about what Christmas should be like, feel as if you need to enjoy it or worry something will 
disrupt it 

 Feel like Christmas gives you something to focus on and look forward to, and find it difficult when it's 
over 

 Look back at difficult memories, regret things about the past, or worry about the coming new year 

 Feel overlooked, for example if you celebrate other religious festivals or holidays that get less attention 

 Want to celebrate with someone who's struggling 

 

If you find this a difficult time of year, MIND give ‘Tips for coping during Christmas’ which looks at: 

 

 Coping with money worries 

 Looking after yourself 

 Planning ahead 

 Managing relationships 

 Talking to other people 

 Getting support 

 

So, if you are feeling sad or are worrying about any aspect of the 
month to come, don’t do it alone. Go to the website, there may be 
something there to help. 
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Opportunity 

Celebrations from Home 

It is always lovely to hear what our children have 
been getting up to at home, especially if it involves 
celebrating heathy living and getting out and about. 

This week, we celebrate Florence and Clemmie, 
aiming high on an extensive walk with their family 
and Marlie and Isla who stayed positive and listened 
really well when they tried out the scuba diving pool! 

 

Isla displayed her capacity to aim high, by going on to 
gain her  junior open water diver certificate which 
means she is now qualified to scuba up to 12m deep in 
the sea with an Instructor! 
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Christmas Fair 
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Christmas Celebrations at St Mary’s Church 
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Hartfield Live Nativity 
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Opportunity 
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Christmas in Church 
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