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Friday 2nd February  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Funnell in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.  

Headlines from our Head of School  

Focus on ‘coming into school ’ 
 

This week, I am thinking about the children who find it hard to come into school each day. For many children we 
know they are excited about school and love the opportunities and experiences, find the learning fun and love 
seeing their friends. For other children however, they have more mixed feelings about coming to school. For a 
small group of children, sadly, coming into any school setting causes anxiety and distress.  

Since lockdown the phenomena of ‘Emotional Behavioural School Avoidance’ (EBSA) has increased significantly. 
Understandably as this was a significant disruption, causing feelings of uncertainty and stress. Since then, there 
has been much research into this and resources created to support children and families with this issue. What 
we now know can  be used to help us ensure all children feel happy and safe coming into school.  Some of the 
main principals that we follow are to: 

 intervening early (making adjustments as soon as we see reluctance) 

 working with parents as well as the child (finding out what ‘push and pull’ factors might be at play to make 
the child feel ‘pulled home’ and what adjustments might increase the ‘pull into school’) 

 working in a flexible manner paying attention to the individual child and what the behaviour is 
communicating about what they are worried about  

 emphasising the need for consistently being brought to school (not allowing the worries to become ‘facts’) 
alongside good support and adaptations within the school environment 

One of the most successful and simple strategy is the use of ‘micro scripts’ – 
where the dropping parent and the receiving adult at school uses the same 
language to reassure and verbally show consistency and predictability from the 
adults around them. These are often agreed between the parents and the 
school, “you are safe in school, mummy loves you and always comes back” is 
one example. This has the added advantage of encouraging the adults to feel 
confident that they ‘know what to say’ and do not need to negotiate, promise or 
bribe.  

If this is something you want to know more about, please come and see me or 
there is a wealth of information online. This particular resource is a good one for 
seeking child voice and unpicking what some of the barriers might be for them. 

Mrs Robinson. Head of School 

Top Tips 
 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp home:  
 

Selected   Maple Class   All 

* APDR meetings  * Sounds   * Date clarification clubs and PTFS disco  

* Celebration Assembly     * We are still awaiting consent forms, please check bags. 



Dates for your Diary 

January 

30th: Swimming - Willow Class 

31st: Lilac Class Trip - Ashdown Forest 

31st: Collective Worship - 9:30am in church 
 

February 

 6th: Swimming - Willow Class 

 7th: Collective Worship - 9:30am in church 

 7th: Cherry Class Trip - Drusilla's 

 8th: FGB Meeting 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

 9th: Celebration Assembly - 9:15am 

 9th: School Disco 3:15pm - 4:45pm 

 9th: Last Day Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

19th: First Day Term 4 

20th: Swimming - Willow Class 

22nd: Forest School - Maple Class 

23rd:  Celebration Assembly - 9:15am 

26th: Parents Prayer Meeting 2:45pm in church 

27th: Swimming - Willow Class 

28th: Collective Worship - 9:30am in church 

29th: Forest School - Cherry Class 
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School Value and Weekly reflection 

Each term, we focus on a Christian Value with weekly 
reflection in assembly and in class. 

We like to develop this further by asking you, where 
possible, to discuss the reflection of the week with 
your child(ren) at home. 

This term, we are looking at:  

 
 

Perseverance 
 

This week, the children continued looking at the story 
of Nehemiah, focusing on how he and the people of 
Jerusalem rebuilt the walls if the city and how they 
kept going despite others doing their best to stop it 
happening. 

They talked about not giving up when faced with a 
problem and how Nehemiah chose to have a positive 
attitude and show perseverance.  

Each class then discussed how it is possible to work 
through challenges and to ask God for help to achieve 
your goals. 

Have you spent time as a family looking at what 
challenges you, and about the perseverance needed? 

Attendance 

The Pioneer Federation goal is an average 

attendance rate of 97%, recognizing that 

each school day  provides opportunities for 

learning, as well as social and emotional development.  

It is noticeable when students miss school as it impacts 

on their progress, so we ask that you please support us 

and your child by ensuring their attendance is a 

priority.  

Attendance this year: 

Whole school:  94.7% 
 

Maple:   94.2%      Less than 94.9% - Red  

Cherry:  94.1%    95 to 96.4% - Amber 

Willow:  94.6%       96.5 to 99.9% - Green             

Lilac:      95.7% 
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Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is identified 

for their ‘star skills’ development. Staff and other 

pupils share their observations of the week, which 

are then recognised in Celebration Assembly on 

Fridays. With so many developing, we choose one 

star skill each week for the Newsletter. 

 

 

Henry: has been aiming high to complete every aspect of his work. He has displayed amazing perseverance 

when searching for different types of plants in science, working extremely hard to identify everything that he 

had found.  

Teagan: is developing excellent French speaking skills, working well to develop her French accent and can 

now share several different activities that she is able to do, in French using ‘je peux…’ 

Ellamy: is developing fantastic teamwork. She is a really good friend and knows that when there are 

challenges, they all need to work together, listening to each other so they can find a solution.  

Finley: is developing wonderful creativity and produced a beautiful version of Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Sky’ in art 

this week. 

Well done to you all! 

Sports Awards 

The PE specialty being covered this term is dance and Miss Ambrose 

has awarded the following children Sports Awards over the last week: 

Luca: for coming to every lesson ready and enthusiastic. He has also 

taken much responsibility by agreeing to be the ‘king’ in the class 

dance! 

Joshua: for showing great initiative in his group dance and for taking 

a positive leadership role.  

Bertie: for working well within his group to produce their group 

dance and for helping his friends understand the class objective. 

Barnaby: for great teamwork in the ‘theme park’ inspired dance routines. Barnaby comes to lesson every week 

with a huge smile and encourages all of his friends and classmates to do their best work! 

  

 

Well done to you all! 
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A Peek inside Willow Class 

This week, Willow Class have kindly given us a ‘peek’ at what they have been up to. 

Willow Class have had a busy penultimate week of term. In maths they have been 

learning about perimeter and area, and they are very proud to have learnt a new 

mathematical term ‘rectilinear,’ used when describing a 2D shape that is composed of 

rectangles and only has angles that are 90 

degrees.  

They have leant how to calculate both the 

area and perimeter of 2D shapes 

(including rectilinear shapes) and also how 

to calculate area when a shape is 

composed of full and half squares. Miss 

Surtees has been pleased with the care 

that the children have taken when drawing 

their own shapes and the discussions they have had finding the 

most efficient way to calculate the area. A big thank you to Mrs Mandy for such a fun maths lesson on Thursday! 

In English they have been learning about ‘explanation texts,’ getting ready to write their own next week about 

volcanoes. They have compared different explanation texts and discussed what makes one more successful than 

another. They have worked with partners to identify key features and to highlight how technical language is 

used for clarity of understanding.  

The class also read ‘When the Giant Stirred’ by Cecelia Godkin, and have ‘magpied’ some of her fantastic 

vocabulary to use in the work next week.  
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A Peek inside Willow Class  
 

In French Willow Class have been learning ‘Je Peux,…’ which means ‘I am 

able to…..’. The children have worked hard on their pronunciation and 

have shared some of the fantastic hobbies they take part in when out of 

school.  

 

 

 

In ICT, they have been learning how to alter, edit and save our their 

work to create eye catching designs that are easy to read. They are 

looking forward to producing some further edited designs next week.  

 

 

 

Willow Class have also begun to play the 

Ukulele! They had a lot of fun (and were quite 

noisy) as they learnt how to play the C major 

chord. The children were surprised just how 

sore their fingers were from pressing the 

string down but we definitely enjoyed 

ourselves!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you, in particular to Liv and Lucas, who shared their musical knowledge with us all.  
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Garden Growers 

Mrs Champion has 

started a new 

venture on a 

Thursday with the 

‘garden growers’ 

group. They have 

made a fantastic 

start by weeding the 

flower beds in 

readiness for 

replanting. 

Lilac Class - PE 

Lilac Class have been working hard 

through this term to produce a 

whole group dance and thankfully 

Freddie agreed to be the 

Newsletter’s roving reporter: 

I thought the dance went really 

well because we all put in excellent 

ideas and we managed to 

compromise. 

We went with the song ‘Dynamite’ and were able to complete it with our unique dance moves. 

The best part was that we all had a laugh and Miss Ambrose helped us to learn anything we struggled with. 

It was fantastic. 
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Maple Class - Art  

 

Maple Class read the story 

‘Whatever Next?’ by Jill 

Murphy, and as they thought 

about Bear’s journey into the 

sky looked at Van Gogh’s 

painting ‘Starry Sky’. 

 

 

 

It was then time to put thoughts into action and produce their own version 

of the iconic painting. 

 

 

The children created  

backgrounds using different 

blues and yellows and an exciting 

swirling technique with their 

brushes.  

 

 

 

 

When the paint dried, they cut out silhouettes, 

using black paper to create the landscape 

which they then added to produce their 

finished masterpieces. 

 

Well done, Maple Class! 

PE Kit 

We are running low on the school PE 

kit. 

Please check your laundry piles and if 

you find any (special shout out for 

skorts), please return to school next week. 

Thank you.        

PE Kit 

With half term approaching, 

please encourage your children 

to bring their PE kits home for a 

good wash and return at the 

beginning of Term 4. 

Thank you.       
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Forest School 

 

 

On Thursday 1st February. Maple Class 
went off to Forest School and while the 
sun was shining it was still cold, so they 
wrapped up warm before heading off 

for their afternoon exploring the 
woods.  

 

 
 

On they way some children 
chose to find different coloured 

natural materials to fill egg 
boxes. They noticed lots of 

brown and green colours around 
them and wondered what 

colours they might notice in 
Summer and in Autumn?   

They also used their senses of 
hearing and smell today, to listen 
to the sounds around them and 

to smell what was in the air.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maple got very excited to see lots of sheep, noticing them running across a field. 
During the walk, they also saw their first cyclists so were able to call out ‘Pedal 
Power’.  

 

On arrival, some children decided to swing and 
climb. Others chose to add to a bug hotel. The 

firm favourite for many children was the 
stream and a group made a bridge out of sticks 

Lots of fun was had splashing and going on, 
and under the big bridge.  
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Ashdown Forest - Wednesday 31st January 

The children in Lilac Class thoroughly enjoyed their trip to The Ashdown Forest 
this week.  

Through the morning, they took part in tree 
felling to support the growth of wild heather on 
the heath. The children used saws and loppers 
to cut down the trees in groups, and finished 
the session with a hot chocolate.  

Noah decided: 

 “The tree felling was my favourite bit.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch and a bit of litter picking, the children worked in teams to 
build dens in the forest.  

 
 

Logan and Isla said this was: 
 

 “Fun and the best bit.”  
 

The children worked brilliantly in teams and 
persevered to create dens that were waterproof 
and windproof.  

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank the staff at 
Ashdown Forest for this 
opportunity and Wealdlink for the 
transport. 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables all to write positive comments, or thoughts. From parents, carers, staff, and children to 

all school visitors, who would like to share with others something positive about the school, their classes, 

the children or events.  

Please contact us or come into school at any time to let us know something that you would like to add. In 

the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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Wellbeing 
 

Our wellbeing poster this week continues our look at Online Safety, digging deeper into Persuasive Design 
and what parents should be considering when guiding their children on the use of the internet. 
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Opportunity 

You are invited to: 

 ‘Come to the Forest School Woods at Hodore Farm this half term to tend the Children's Forest trees and play 
in the woods.  Children to be accompanied by an adult. £25 per adult. ‘ 

Booking: https://www.sawpitwoods.co.uk/upcoming-events 
 

Church Activities 
 

Please check for dates still to come and don’t 
forget the regular Sunday services. 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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