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Headlines from the Head

Pride in our wonderful children

Over the last few weeks, there have been so many wonderful examples of our super children representing the school so
brilliantly. They have demonstrated the school values of ‘Love, Strength and Faith, following the example of Jesus’ in all
they have done.

We saw Love from the children who attended the Remembrance Service on Sunday at St Mary the Virgin Church. They
proudly carried the school banner and the poppy wreath, taking an active part in remembering and honouring those in
the community who died during the war. They showed their love and gratitude in their
wonderful, respectful behaviour. Thank you. e — =
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We saw Strength from our Maple Class and our Year One children (from Cherry) who bravely visited the Village Lunch to
sing, perform poems and talk about their learning. This initiative has been set up as part of our school wider focus on
engaging in Social Justice Projects. The children ‘wowed’ the residents with their performance, brought smiles, and joy to
the older generation. We look forward to this being a regular feature in our calendar. ‘The children were really excited
about sharing the songs and poems that they had prepared and practiced together over the last few weeks. Some
children also chose to prepare something to say about what they had learned in the previous term. It was lovely to hear
them tell the lunch guests about their topics of the ‘The Great Fire of London’ and ‘Amazing Me.” Maple Class are hoping
to continue to forge a stronger bond with other people in the community and we very much hope we will be invited to
attend another lunch soon!” Mrs Boldero

We saw Faith from the lovely Lilac representatives who had to believe in themselves! Immy, Amelie, Ruby-Mae and
Dexter all took part in the North Wealden partnership Cross Country finals today at Beacon
Academy. One parent in attendance shared that “There were nearly 50 different primary
schools and over 350 pupils taking part in the finals today. All 4 pupils showed such an
amazing effort today. Even though they were not ‘placed’ to represent Wealden in the final
round, they all crossed the finish line with a smile on their faces. They should all be so proud
themselves for getting into the finals, and representing St Mary school so well”.

Well done to all our children — we are very proud of you and the impact you make on our
community.

Mrs Robinson

Head of School

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with
Mrs Funnell in the school office.
If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.




Top Tips

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight.
Please check below and let the office
know if you have missed any:

Whole School:

e Welcome back from Mrs Robinson, Class
Assemblies, CommuniTEA event, Mrs Funnell and
the school office

Cherry Class

¢ Information about the Nativity

e Spellings

Willow Class

o Extra Forest School Session on 28th November

Lilac Class

e 2025 Residential updated letter
re payment

e Year of Faith video

Maple Class

¢ Information about the Nativity

Requests and Information

Forest School - when your
child is next due to attend
Forest School, please can
you send them in with a
empty clean ring-pull type
baked bean tin can to make
a mini bug hotel.

Parking - We have had a request from the Parish Council
to remind parents to park considerately in Church Street.

Skinners School -The Skinners' School is consulting over
proposed admissions arrangements for September
2026. For your information, the consultation documents
can be viewed via this link. We would be grateful if you

could share this information with your school community.

We welcome any comments on these proposed changes.
The consultation period will end at 4 PM on Friday 20"
December 2024.

With many thanks and kind regards,

Julie Turner (Admissions Secretary 01892 578156)

BBC Children In Need - ParentPay link - We have been
asked that parents use the following link to make their

donation rather than pay on ParentPay in the normal way.

Many thanks!

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/
Default.aspx?shopid=16822

Dates for your Diary
November
15th: Own clothes day for Children in Need
15th: Lilac residential deposit payment due
20th: Collective Worship 9:30am church
21st: Forest School - Cherry Class
21st: Open Afternoon 1:30pm—2:30pm
21st: Community Café 2:00pm—4:00pm
27th: Collective Worship - 9:30am - church
28th: Forest School — Willow Class
28th: PTFA Wreath Making 7:00pm School Hall
December
4th: Collective Worship 9:30am church
5th: Forest School - Lilac Class
5th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm
6th: Santa themed Fun Run
7th: PTFA Christmas Fair 12noon - 3:30pm
8th: Christmas Praise - Church
11th: Collective Worship 9:30am church
12th: Forest School - Maple Class
17th: School Nativity
18th: Collective Worship - Church
19th: Community Café 2:00pm—4:00pm
20th: Christingle and End of Term Service—9.30am
January
6th: INSET Day
7th: Start of Term 3

Please note end of term - Friday 20th December

Change of Date
Please check your calendars to ensure you have the
correct day written for last day of this academic year.

There was an initial error on the school website, now
corrected.

The last day of Term 6 is Monday 21st July 2025.
Thank you

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with
Mrs Funnell in the school office.
If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Funnell.



https://www.skinners-school.co.uk/35/admissions-arrangements-2026-consultation-documents
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=16822
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=16822

Collective Worship

This week, in our Collective Worship, we visited the Churchyard war memorial.

“Some children wrote prayers and poems to remember the soldiers who died in the wars. We all placed crosses in the
ground around the statue outside the church. Then we held a one minute silence to honour the soldiers and the sacrifice
they made to make the world a better place” Amelia, Lilac Class.

Created by Liv Thurman to commemorate Remembrance Day
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St Mary’s Star Skills 1,

“Skills for learning, skills for life”

40 5T

™ Skills Builder
T

Star Skills

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills’ development. This year, to ensure we
celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has shown amazing growth in a particular area, which
is then recognised in Celebration Assembly on Fridays.

Celebrations for this week:

Amelia - Staying Positive when writing her Remembrance Day poem; she thought hard about the vocabulary
and rhymes to make it thoughtful. The end result is beautiful.

Cece - Leadership for helping others in Maths when using the column method for subtraction.

Jonty - Aiming High, working unbelievably hard in Maths this week. Jonty partitioned huge numbers. Showing a
strong understanding of how numbers are made up.

Finn - Problem Solving, Finn worked with a team to make a den. He used pipe cleaners to solve a problem when
the pegs didn’t work.

Well done to you all!
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School Values

Love: love and respect

yourself and all others, ( LSLOTL 'T

treating them as you
. an be, in a thriving community,
would like to be treated. he example of Jesus
Luke 10: 25-37

Strength: recognise

Love

people’s strength and use

Love and, respect Recognise people’s Have faith in yourself
your own to be resilient yowrself and all others, strengths and use yowr ~ and others and be honest
. treating them as youw own to be resilient ﬁuuﬂmeehm
and the best you can be in el ket he and the hest you can yow never know
treated. whab yowcan achieve
all that you do. 4 i

John 6: 1-14 ; : Luke 10: 25-37 y LukoS: 1_11 _

Faith: have faith in ol : : @
yourself and others,and [ » : ;
be honest and truthful. P ? el ( 3 ‘
Believe that you never
know what you can

achieve until you try.
Luke 5:1-11

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which
underpin our vision of ‘being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.
Again, these are recognised in our Celebration Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with.

This term:

Lola, thank you for showing strength, for doing your best to learn all the new phonemes and using these to have
a go at reading and writing. You are a SUPERSTAR!

Ellamy, for showing strength in your reading. Applying your Phonics skills to words you were unsure of.

Bertie, for strength continuing to work hard in Maths, even when it’s super challenging (you never give up!)

Joshua, you’ve worked so hard this week - especially in Maths and English. You showed a fantastic resilience and

determination to focus and show just how brilliant you can be. Keep up the hard work!

St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA

Tel: 01892 770221 Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk



mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk

Headteacher Awards

When the children display extra-ordinary prowess through their time within school, they celebrate their success
with our Headteacher, Mrs Robinson and they will discuss whether it should receive a Headteacher Award.

This week, we have three children who have received this:

Wow! Your diary
entry Iris is
amazing! It was so
wonderful to read it
as if you had really
been around at the
time of the fire of

/ London!

p

Huge congratulations to
Well done!

Clemmie! Your
writing is so
wonderful —you
used all your sounds
to write wonderful
sentences!

Winnie! You used
your sounds and
‘sound chart’ to
write such super
sentences!
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Positivity Board

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visi-
tors that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In
the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.
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Maple Forest School

Thursday 14™ November 2024

Maple class set off in the autumn sunshine for their first ever Forest School adventure to the woods. Stop-
ping off along the way at the Wellie tree the class felt the bark “it’s squishy”. Then as a class they all held
hands to see if they could make it all the way around the tree, they only
just made it.

Making their way further the class squelched through mud, kicked
through leaves and found long sticks that they then used as walking
sticks. They also learn that we shout ‘Pedal
Power!” when we see someone coming so
that everyone know to move to the left and
them pass.

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the knowledge the children have

gained from the Forest School experience.

The impact can be seen through the skills gained, tools used, art and craft activi-
ties, observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants and trees in relation to the

seasons and the skills involved in learning how to play Forest School games.

Once in the woods some children chose to go on a leaf hut looking for as many different shapes of leaves as
they could find. They had an ID sheet that they could compare the leaf to so that they could work out what
tree their leaves belonged to, they sound some Hazel, Holly, Oak and Silver Birch leaves. They also found a
leaf that was longer than their faces; this one belonged to a Sweet Chestnut.

Others chose to go off and explore the site indecently. They took it in turns
to swing their friends in the hammock; they also paddled their wellies in the
small stream that runs through Forest School. A small group of children
made some improvements to an existing den, working together to lift part of
a long pallet and adding it to one side of the den. They then took it in turns
to climb the den and slide down the pallet.

Maple class finished their session by listening to each other say what they had enjoyed most from Forest
School today-

“l loved the hammock”
“l loved the walk”
“The slide”

“The woods are so peaceful”
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Parents.... Any volunteers to help us ‘re-band’ our books in the
library?

(We are looking for any parents who are already signed up as a
volunteer to come in and help!)

Please let Mrs Robinson know if you are available.

Thank you!

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok o oK oK ok ok ok

Maple Class also need volunteers for 1:1 reading... please ask
at the office about how to get a DBS check!

W?W

Thursday 19th December 2024
St Wary's the Vingin CEP School
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After School Clubs for Term 2

St Mary’s Yoga Club - Wednesday

Yoga has many health benefits for children, but did you know it is much more than a series of poses nhamed
after animals such as ‘downward facing dog’ ?

As well as improving flexibility, yoga has been proven to enhance physical and mental health in school age
children. Whilst yoga improves balance, strength, endurance and aerobic capacity, it can also offer
psychological benefits too. Growing research has shown that regular yoga practice can improve focus,
memory, self-esteem and even reduce anxiety and stress in children.

With this in mind, we are thrilled to announce that St Mary’s Yoga Club started on 6th October and will
continue on Wednesday afternoons after school until Christmas!

The class is lead by Alex Whittaker (parent) who has been practicing yoga regularly for the past ten years
and recently completed his 200hrs Yoga Teacher Training at Triyoga London with Adam Husler and Michael
James Wong.

The classes are designed specifically for primary age groups and include breathing exercises, physical poses,
storytelling from India, meditation and more!

We are excited to let you know that Mr Whittaker has kindly offered to run the after school Yoga club at St
Mary’s on a Wednesday for children in Years 1-6.

There is no charge for this club, which can accommodate eight children and will run on a ‘first come basis’.

To book, please contact the school office by email, and we will come back to you to let you know whether
you have a place—limited spaces still available.
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PTFA

ST MARY THE VBREIN SEeek

EMEAYE\VENTISE2O 28

End of Term Mufti Day & Treat Bags

Celebrate the end of term with Mufti day and a treat bag!
Details will be sent via class WhatsApp chats soon!

Bottle Tombola Donations

Thank you in advance for donating your favourite tipple for
the Christmas Fair Tombola! Both alcoholic and
non-alcoholic options greatfully received!

Willow Class Bake Sale

Thank you in advance to Willow class parents for supplying
homemade or shop-bought baked goods (nut free please).
Join us at 3.15pm on the playground - Please remember
your pennies!

Christmas Wreath Making

Following last year's successful event - we are delighted to
host another wreath making evening at 7pm in School -
£20/person. Adults only.

The Christmas Fair!

Our fundrasing showstopper! Come along to school from
12pm-3pm and enjoy the children’s class stalls, craft room,
games room, cafe and of course... Santa's Grotto!

November 28th, 7pm in School

Join us for a fun and festive evening. making your own beautiful
Christmas Wreath!

£20/person including all materials, tools, hot drink & mince pie.

All welcome! Invite a family member. friend or neighbour!

Booking & payment in advance is essential by 15th November;

Please email PTFAhartfield@gmail.com or call 01892 7702;

- to secure your place.
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12 to 3PM

PR AARTELO G ORATL oM.
+ CHRISTMAS GAMES AND CRAFTS
# LOCAL BUSINESS STALLS
# SECOND HAND TOY SALE

RTFIELO
SCHOOL

*

+ CGAFE WITH FOOD SERVED
BY PROFESSIONAL CHEF

* RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE
WITH SOME GREAT PRIZES

ALL MONEY RAISED WILL BENEFIT OUR FABULOUS VILLAGE SCHOOL
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PTFA
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e e WSS, o8 No cost opportunity to support your PTFA and there-
" fore, your children!
Sign up before your Christmas shop!

Support your child’s future

Sign up to online cashback site,
easyfundraising, and select your child’s
school as your chosen good cause.

Then, when you shop online with over
8,000 retailers, the retailer will give the
school a free donation as a thank you
for shopping with them.

It's as simple as that. No matter what
you buy, from food shops to holidays
and everything in between - it's a free
and easy way to support your school.

Bookingcom | +8,000
moro retailars

How to get started

Head to easyfundraising.org.uk/
support-a-good-cause and search
for your child’s school, or scan the
QR code.

Registration is free and
will take you less than
two minutes to sign up!

17,000 schools and PTAs have
raised over £12.5 million using
easyfundraising.

Sign up and support your
child’s future today.

No cost opportunity to support your PTFA and
therefore, your children!
This offer expires at the end of November so
please, sign up now!

Here’s How:

1 Dmhadllnmalm
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and ope-in 1o Cashpor for Sch?n‘l’s.
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Simply log in to Asda.com using

the same detail
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Rewards account. e
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Wedonate ££5 1o vour chosen

S5chaol every time you she

s they can spand it gn %

exactly what they need,
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POEM UK 2025

Poems can be any subject any style
Entries are £9.99

To enter use QR code above or email
poem@theschoolvision.com

Top 50 Poems will be published in the
School Vision Journal

1st Prize - £500 cash plus poem illustrated
in book and turned into song

5 runners up £100 cash/voucher

All poems need to be uploaded by
May 2025

Benefiting Grief Encounter
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O7:45-08:45
Main D
0845 151 £2500

After Camp Ci|

15:15-1675 b £5.00
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, GOALLKEEPING DRILLS,

(GES AND MANY MORE!

SCAN lll TO BOOK NOW! i

SCAN ME

Parent & Carer
Lunch and Learn Webinars with
‘Me & My Mind’

Do you have an anxious child who worries a lot?

If you do, these FREE bitesize webinars maybe for you.
Supporting a Child Who Worries (ages 7-11)
50-minute webinar, 1:00pm to 1:50pm
Tuesday 22nd October 2024
Thursday 27th February 2025

Wednesday 11th June 2025

Moving up to Secondary School
50-minute webinar, 1:00pm to 1:50pm
Supporting a worrying child with transitions

Wednesday 21 May 2025

For more info and to book scan the QR code or visit:

www. tickettailor.com/events/mental
healthandwellbeingineducation

If you have any questions please email
mhst.info@eastsussex.gov. uk

SCAN ME

These webinars are perfict to watch whilst eating your lunch, whether you are at work or home. You can keep
your camera and microphane off.

‘All webinars are run using Microsoft Teams. You can access this on your phone or computer. You will be provided
with the link when you book.
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Multi

Holiddy Camp

B
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Come and j join us for our Multi Activity Hollday Camp, with
plenty of activities including: A Wide Selection of Sports,
Fencing, Gymnastics, Dance, Painting, Festive Art and Craft

Actlvmes, Mowesvand many more!

SCAN ME TO BOOK NOW!
BCTIVEEDUCATIONSUSSER.CO.UK N
Am A WmEEmEEE - it ) |
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Opportunity

Anna Freud
National Centre for
Children and Families

You're never too
young to talk
mental health

Tips for talking for
parents and carers

An introduction from our Patron,
HRH The Duchess of Cambridge

" As parents, we all want our
children to have the best possible
startin life. Encouraging children
to understand and be open about
their feelings can give them the
skills to cope with the ups and
downs that life will throw at them
as they grow up.

It's important that our children
understand that emotions are
normal, and that they have the
confidence to ask for help if they are struggling.

This is why | am proud to support the You're never too young to talk
mental health campaign by the Anna Freud National Centre for
Children and Families, which is being rolled out across primary schools
this autumn.

The 's resources are tools to support
parents. They demonstrate how we can help children

express their feelings, respond appropriately, and prevent
small problems from snowballing into bigger ones.

What is mental health?
We all have mental health. Mental healthis
about our feelings, our thinking, our emotions
and our moods. Looking after our mental health
isimportant.
We all have small feelings every day: These
sometimes feel strong and overwhelming,
whether happy or sad, but they go away before
toolong.
Sometimes we experience big
feelings: These feel strongand
overwhelming for along time. |
They stop us doing what we g
want toin our lives.

TALKING
MENTAL
HEALTH

from www.annafreud.org

Finding support
ChildLine: For 18s and under
08001111

NSPCC:
0808800 5000

health care for over 60 years.

Our.

Talking Mental Health Animation
Talking Mental Health is an animation designed to

help begin conversations about mental health in the
classroom and beyond.

The animation and resources are freely downloadable l}:

Make conversations about mental health a

normal part of life: Anywhere is a good place

to talk; in the car, walking the dog or cooking

together. Model everyday talk about feelings 4 e

such as by talking about a TV character's b1y

feelings. !

2 Give your full attention: We all know

it's horrible to be half listened to. Keep
eye contact, focus on the child and
ignore distractions.

3 ! Check your body language: Try to keep

5

The animation and accompanying resources have
been created by a team of animators, children,
teachers and clinicians, and is being taught to year 5
and 6 children around the UK.

About the Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families
The Anna Freud National Centre for Children and
kil .

effectiveness of treatment.

in the UK by improving the quality, accessibility and

We every childand their family

with professionals.

the heart of the care they receive, working in partnership

Anna Freud Centre
Kantor Centre of Excellence
4-8Rodney Street

London

N19JH

it open and relaxed and make sure you

come down to the child's level.

4 Take it seriously: Don't downplay what the child is
saying or tell them they're “just being silly". Resist
the urge to reassure them that everything s fine.

Ask open questions: Such as "How did your day go
today?" This will help to extend the conversation.

6 Calmly stay with the feelings that
arise: It can be our automatic reaction
to steer away from difficult emotions.

Offer empathy rather than
solutions: Show that you accept
what they are telling you but don't
try to solve the problem.

8 R we are all : Respect
and value the child's feelings, even
though they may be different to yours.

9 Look for clues about feelings: Listen to
the child's words, tone of voice and body
language.

Some ways to start a conversation about
feelings might be:
“How are you feeling at the moment?"
“You don't seem your usual self. Do you
want to talk about it?"
“Do you fancy a chat?”
“I'm happy to listen if you need a chat.” ? f

T
i

YoungMinds Parent Helpline:
0808 802 5544

Youth Wellbeing Directory::
youthwellbeing.org
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Tel: 01892 770221 Email: office @st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk



mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk

Opportunity

Contact the Early Help 0-19 Parenting Team on EH.0-19parentingteam@eastsussex.gov.uk if you would

like to book.

Fear- Less 10+

For parents/carers with children
experiencing moderate to severe anxiety
Appropriate for pre teens/teens 10-19 years

Fear-Less Triple P is designed for parents/ carers of children with
high levels of anxiety that cause significant distress or negatively
impact on their everyday lives.

Fear-Less Triple P has four main goals:

« To help parents/carers set a good example of coping with anxiety
« To assist parents/carers to coach all their children to become
emotionally resilient
+ To help parents/carers develop a toolbox of strategies for
supporting children to manage their anxiety more effectively
« To help parents/carers choose effective ways to respond to their
children’s anxiety

Thursday 21st November to Thursday 23rd January
10:00-12:00pm
(8 sessions over 10 weeks)

The power of positive
parenting Your) Space

Appropriate for children aged 2-10 years
A ’ Secure affachmenis
Robust learners « Building futures

WWW.YOURSPACETHERAPIES.ORG

ANXIETY TOOLKIT FOR PARENTS AND CARERS WEBINAR

SATURDAY 25™ JANUARY 2025, 10AM- 12 MIDDAY

LEARN PRACTICALTIPS AND STRATEGIES TO HELP PARENTS AND CARERS SUPPORT
THEIR CHILDREN THROUGH ANXIETY IN THIS ONLINE EVENT !

Are you feeling overwhelmed by your child's anxiety? Join us for this online
event where Your Space Therapies will provide you with practical tools and
strategies to help you suppert your child. Emma Connor, Child
o Psychotherapist will share valuable, easy to implement strategies to navigate
This webinar is perfect for new parents/carers, or through challenging situations and promote your child's well-being. Don't
those who need a refresh! miss out on this opportunity to learn and connect with other parents and
It introduces parents to the five key principles of carers facing similar experiences. Register now a.nd gqu\p ynur_self with
positive parenting that form the basis of Triple P. These the tools to better understand and manage anxiety in your child.
principles are: -
‘Ensuring a safe, engaging environment
‘Creating a positive learning environment
-Using assertive discipline
‘Having reasonable expectations
‘Looking after yourself as a parent

Price: £27.80

For more information and booking please scan the QR code:

Tuesday Ist October 6:30 to 8:00pm
Monday 4th November 10:00 to 11:30am
Wednesday 11th December 10:00 to 11:30am
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Opportunities at St Mary the Virgin Church

We are blessed to have such a close relationship with our church and are pleased to be able to share
information about the many events they provide for the local community. They offer great opportunities and
are always open to new people.

[ J
Church Street Community Cafe
Ist and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 2pm - 4pm.

Homemade cake, tea, and coffee.
Everyone welcome.

Table with crafts and games for children.
-upcoming dates
Thursday 5th September
Thursday 19th September
Thursday 3rd October
Thursday 17th October
f Thursday 7th November
, Thursday 2lst November
Thursday 5th December

For more information contact Joanne Griffin on
07941856715 or msjoannegriffinegmail.com
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