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Headlines from the Headteacher 

 
Welcome Back to School at the beginning of the Spring Term, 2025!  

I hope all families and the community had a restful, healthy and happy Christmas break.  

I thought I would use this opportunity to share a range of updates from school life.  

We have worked hard as a team of staff and volunteers over the Autumn Term to reorganise and re-band our school 

library. Thank you to all those who have helped! There is now a clear system for children to ensure they are able to 

choose appropriate books for their phonetical awareness level. The staff have worked hard to ensure books are 

catagorised according to the phonics scheme ‘Little Wandle’ that we follow here and then progress on through a coloured 

banding system that supports the children to incrementally move through from these phonic stages to books that develop 

their fluency and comprehension skills as independent readers.  

 



Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 

 
Whole School: 
CommuniTEA event 
PINS Webinar 
 
Cherry Class 
Year 1 and 2 Spelling and Phonics 
Sheets for Term 3  
Cherry class newsletter for Term 3 
 
Lilac Class: 
Lilac class homework 
 
Willow Class: 
Willow class newsletter for term 3 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

January 

11th: Open Morning 10-12am 

16th: Forest School—Maple Class 

16th: CommuniTEA event 2pm-4pm 

17th: Maple Class Assembly 9am 

22nd: Collective Worship 9:30am church 

23rd: Forest School - Cherry Class 

29th: Collective Worship 9.30am church 

30th: Forest School - Willow Class 

31st: Lilac Class Assembly 9am 

 

February 

4th: Free To Be Me Day 

5th: Collective Worship 9:30am church 

6th:  Forest School - Lilac Class 

6th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

11th: Forest School extra session for Cherry with GST 
& Nutley schools 

13th: Forest School—Maple Class 

14th: Willow Class Assembly 9am 

17th to 21st  - Half Term 

20th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

 

March 

6th: World Book Day 

6th: Forest School—Maple Class 

6th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

7th: World Book Day Showcase 9.15am for all parents 

13th: Forest School—Cherry Class 

14th: Cherry Class Assembly 9am (changed from 7th)          

20th: Forest School—Willow 

20th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

21st: Maple Class Assembly 9am 

27th: Forest School - Lilac Class 

28th: Community Health team in school (Y6 & YR) 

 

More from the Headteacher! 

As you can see from the front of the school, there has 

been a significant amount of building work over the 

holiday. This is part of the planned programme of work in 

response to the flooding and leaks in October this year. In 

school, a team of brilliant builders (Parkerbuild C&C) have 

been repairing our Larch classroom – it has a brand new 

floor, newly plastered and painted walls and is now ready 

for us to reuse it as the wonderful flexible use space that 

has been so missed. Outside school, a great team of 

workers have been ‘diverting’ our drainage systems to 

ensure rain water no longer flows under the school 

leading to overflowing ‘wells’ and instead bypasses the 

building around the outside. We careful planned this 

work, in coordination with the Diocese (who have funded 

all this work), to avoid major disruption to the school 

building including possibly affecting the original wood 

floors in the hall! Phew! 

Finally, we are busy planning our ‘Free to be me’ day on 

4th February. This is a workshop for all children in the 

school to take part in, where we will explore each child’s 

unique qualities and the importance of them feeling that 

they belong and their differences will be celebrated and 

valued by the rest of the school. This day is planned for as 

part of Children’s Mental Health week 2025 which this 

year focuses on ‘Know Yourself, Grow Yourself’. 

Throughout the day, children will come to work with their 

houses, on activities led by Mrs Thurman and myself. 

More information is coming home soon that will ask you 

to help your child in advance of this day to consider and 

explore what makes them unique, ready to share and be 

celebrated by their school community!   

Thursday 16th January—CommuniTEA! 2-3pm 

Are you interested in how we manage behaviour in 
school? 

Do you want to learn more about managing behaviour 
at home, and discuss Thrive and Emotional Regulation 
strategies for your child? 

Come and join us for tea/coffee—everyone is 
welcome! 
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Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills’ development. This year, to ensure we 

celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has shown amazing growth in a particular area, which 

is then recognised in Celebration  Assembly on Fridays.  

Celebrations for this week: 

 

Willow— staying positive— She is often seen smiling and helping others around her if 

they seem upset. 

 

Florence—staying positive—Florence has put her best effort into her learning this week. 

Florence worked really hard in her Maths using addition and subtraction. 

 

Bertie—staying positive— For having a great start to Term 3. Bertie has been so positive 

coming back to school, and he has been aiming high in all of his work and completing 

extensions. Keep it up Bertie! :) 

 

Rory— problem solving— Your Maths this week has been *AWESOME!* You’ve used 

what you already knew to learn a new method and used it to solve problems! WELL 

DONE! :) 
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 

yourself and all others, 

treating them as you 

would like to be treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

Strength: recognise 

people’s strength and use 

your own to be resilient 

and the best you can be in 

all that you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

Faith: have faith in 

yourself and others, and 

be honest and truthful. 

Believe that you never 

know what you can 

achieve until you try. 

Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which 

underpin our vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.  

Again, these are recognised in our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with.  

This term: 

 

Charlie—Strength—Charlie does his best when learning something new and is getting very good at not giving up 

if he is finding something tricky. Well done Charlie! 

 

Charlie G—Love— For showing kindness in his play with others. Charlie has worked really well with his peers this 

week. Cherry class love having you as part of our class. 

 

Scarlet—Love— For showing love when helping others in the classroom when they had lost something. She 

showed great perseverance when looking for the lost things as well as great team work. You are a great asset to 

our class Scarlet! 

 

Jacob—Faith— You showed such FAITH in yourself this week. The multiplication method was brand new and I 

know you found it super tricky to start  with. BUT you were so resilient and because of your perseverance you 

SMASHED it! Keep it up—you’re amazing! :) 
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Headteacher Awards 

 

When the children display extra-ordinary prowess through their time within school, they celebrate their success 

with our Headteacher, Mrs Robinson and they will discuss whether it should receive a Headteacher Award. 

This week, we have four children who have received this since the last newsletter: 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visi-
tors that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In 
the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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FOREST SCHOOL 
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PTFA 

 

No cost opportunity to support your PTFA and therefore, your children!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coming Soon! - PTFA Disco Night 
 

                         Save the date: Thursday 13th February 2025 

 

                                        Time:     3.30-4.30pm 

 

The PTFA will send out an order form with more information on the Class 
WhatsApp chats soon. 
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Active Education Clubs in the New Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

Opportunity 

UK Rhino Challenge at Pippingford on the Ashdown Forest on 4th May 2025.  

This cycle orienteering challenge will raise money for Rhino Ark's important conservation projects in 
Kenya. See our work here Families can enter individually or if two or more teams from St Mary's sign 
up collectively then your school could win the special Youth Group prize. More details 
on www.ukrhinochallenge.co.uk or book at early bird prices here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdTJA_seZd4
http://www.ukrhinochallenge.co.uk/
https://events.liveit.io/rhino-ark/uk-rhino-challenge-2025-early-bird-booking-now-ope/
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity  

 

 Contact the Early Help 0-19 Parenting Team on  EH.0-19parentingteam@eastsussex.gov.uk if you would 
like to book. 
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