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Term 3 Week 5 2024 

Friday 7th February 2025  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   



Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you have 
missed any: 

 
Whole School: 
After School Club Launch 
Swimming update 
 
 
Willow Class: 

Children’s Forest Project 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

February 

11th: Forest School extra session for Cherry with GST 
& Nutley schools 

12th: Maple visit to Fire Station 

13th: Forest School—Maple Class—Collect from 
School! 

13th : PTFA Disco 3.30-4.30pm 

14th: Willow Class Assembly 9am 

17th to 21st  - Half Term 

20th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

 

March 

3rd to 5th: Willow class Children’s Forest Planting 

6th: World Book Day 

6th: Forest School—Maple Class 

6th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

7th: World Book Day Showcase 9.15am for all parents 

13th: Forest School—Cherry Class 

14th: Cherry Class Assembly 9am (changed from 7th)          

20th: Forest School—Willow 

20th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

21st: Maple Class Assembly 9am 

26th: Lilac trip to London 

27th: Forest School - Lilac Class 

28th: Community Health team in school (Y6 & YR) 

 

April 

1st: Forest School extra session for Maple with GST & 
Nutley schools 

3rd: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

7th to 21st: Easter School Holidays 

 

May 

1st: Forest School—Maple Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**************************************** 

Our Endangered Species work was on social media! 

World Book Day - we would love parents to come and 
read to the class (share a book) at the end of any day 
that week - Week beginning 3rd March - please let Mrs 
Robinson know or email the office if you would like to 
do this (your name and date and class)  

Parent Guides on Statutory Assessments 

Please find here the links to the Government Parent Guides 

on Statutory Assessments for Years 1, 4 and 6, for your 

information. 

Year 1 Phonics screening check    
Year 4 multiplication tables check    
Year 6 national curriculum tests 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XdkdQTa8hz0xLmiMzA-VSP6W5E2XYjH2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xle4NfZdMNT7ZV931hP8FrjxemudYM7h/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvEuz7WEbHom5gJSedpjF39eTKTbaBtD/view?usp=drive_link
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 

yourself and all others, 

treating them as you 

would like to be treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

Strength: recognise 

people’s strength and use 

your own to be resilient 

and the best you can be in 

all that you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

Faith: have faith in 

yourself and others, and 

be honest and truthful. 

Believe that you never 

know what you can 

achieve until you try. 

Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which 

underpin our vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.  

Again, these are recognised in our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with.  

This term: 

 

Joe! - Faith—Thank you for always showing faith in yourself. You are such a super example to others by being 

determined and believing in yourself. You always aim to achieve so highly—keep showing how brilliant you are! 

We’re so lucky to have you at St Mary’s. 

 

Lois!—Strength—For always giving her best to all working/learning tasks. Definitely being ‘the best she can be in 

all she does’. Well done 

 

Ellamy—Strength—For showing strength and trying her best in all her learning. She has made huge progress in 

her reading and reading lots at home. Well done Ellamy! 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visi-
tors that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In 
the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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FOREST SCHOOL 

 

Thursday 30 th January 2025 
As Willow class made their way to Forest School they were very observant of wildlife that they spotted along 

the way. They found a small hollow in a 
tree that was packed with snails and 
called it a “Snail hideout”.  
 
They also spotted a pair of Buzzards  
circling high above us as we walked.  
 
Once in the wood, Willow class took a 
look at a selection on bones belonging to 
animals found in the British country-
side. Looking at them one at a time, 

the children tried to guess what each one could be, and with a few 
clues, the class did rather well with their ID. The bones where then 
passed around, giving everyone the chance to take a closer look, 
see what the felt like and what the teeth looked like.  
 
A fire was lit ready for the class to enjoy something to keep them 
warm. Once the fire was going, a kettle of water was placed on top of it to boil. The children then took it in 
turns to get all the cups ready for our hot drink. When the water was boiled it was added to the cups and a 
hot chocolate was enjoyed by the whole class.  

 
The class were keen to head out and explore 
on their own, many of them chose to go to 
the stream. The children enjoyed removing 
the bridge that had been created by another 
class and digging in the mud. 
 
 
 
 

Using salt dough the class were able to make some animal tracks, 
they did this by pushing a stone with a track on into the salt dough, 
leaving an impression of the track behind. Some chose to turn the 
stone over and make an impression of the animal to go with their 
foot print. 
Some children chose to make apple and sunflower bird feeders for the birds that we share our Forest School 
site with. They did this by first cutting the apple into chunks and then pushing in as many sunflower seeds as 
they could into the flesh of the apple. The apple was then hung from a branch ready for the birds to enjoy. 
The children chose to hang the apples nice and high, as the wanted to make sure that it was the birds that 
enjoyed then not any passing deer! 
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FOREST SCHOOL 

Thursday 6th February 2025 

 

On arriving in the woods, Lilac class started their session today by 

looking at a selection of bones belonging to animals from the British 

countryside. Looking at them one at a time, the class tried to work out 

which animal each one could belong to. The class had great 

knowledge of the animals found in the British countryside and      

managed to guess almost every one correctly. The children had the 

opportunity to hold and take a closer look at the bones to see what they felt 

like, what the teeth looked like, and how heavy they were.  

 

A few members of the class chose to stay and get the fire going so that some 

water could be boiled for the 

whole class to enjoy something 

warm to drink. Once the fire 

was laid, they got themselves a 

shell, and a piece of cotton wool 

dipped in Vaseline ready to use 

a striker to light it. This did not 

take long at all and there was 

soon a roaring fire. Once the 

water was boiled, a hot chocolate was made and enjoyed by the whole class.  

 

Using salt dough, some of the class made some animal tracks to take home. 

They did this by pressing a stone which had an animal track on it onto the salt 

dough, leaving an impression behind. A couple of children chose to practice 

their whittling skills. They first chose a piece of Hazel growing in the woods 

that they liked, they then used a saw to cut it down. Making sure to follow all 

the safety rules, the children then proceeded to strip the bark from the Hazel 

and create a point at one end. 

 

In the stream the children got stuck in to making mini dams to slow the flow of water down the ditch. They 

worked together to transport the logs needed to reach from one side of the ditch to the other, this created 

puddles of water great for splashing in!  

 

 

 
 

 
. 
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PTFA 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

We are keen to increase 
visits to our school, and 
have spaces in many year 
groups, so please spread 
the word! 
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Opportunity 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH PARENTAL SEPARATION AND DIVORCE WEBINAR 
SATURDAY 26TH APRIL 2025, 10AM- 12 MIDDAY 

Welcome to our online event on Supporting Children with Parental Separation and Divorce. Join us 

for a discussion on how to help children navigate the challenges of separation and divorce in a positive 

and healthy way. Our expert speaker will share valuable insights and therapeutic practical tips to 

support children during this big life change. Register now and empower yourself with the knowledge to 

support your children in settling into a new family structure. 

Price: £28 

To book please go to: Book Supporting Children with Parental Separation and Divorce    

 
ANXIETY TOOLKIT FOR PARENTS AND CARERS WEBINAR, SATURDAY 24TH MAY 2025, 10AM- 12 
MIDDAY 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by your child's anxiety? Join us for this online event where Your Space 

Therapies will provide you with therapeutic practical tools and strategies to help you support your 

child. The expert speaker will share valuable, easy to implement strategies to navigate through 

challenging situations and promote your child's well-being. Register now and equip yourself with the 

tools to better understand and support your child to manage anxiety. 

Price: £28 

To book please go to: Book Anxiety Toolkit for Parents and Carers 
 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://yourspacetherapies-org.jmailroute.net/x/d?c=44618742&l=3047f461-effb-4dbe-a335-17ed76725352&r=5011aee2-4f45-484e-a8ac-31a3fa9f4ae6
https://yourspacetherapies-org.jmailroute.net/x/d?c=44618742&l=e02ef290-c45d-4fba-85d5-06b394268068&r=5011aee2-4f45-484e-a8ac-31a3fa9f4ae6
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Opportunity 
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Active Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

Opportunity 

UK Rhino Challenge at Pippingford on the Ashdown Forest on 4th May 2025.  

 

This cycle orienteering challenge will raise money for Rhino Ark's important conservation projects in Kenya. See our work here  

Families can enter individually or if two or more teams from St Mary's sign up collectively then your school could win the special 
Youth Group prize. More details on www.ukrhinochallenge.co.uk or book at early bird prices here 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdTJA_seZd4
http://www.ukrhinochallenge.co.uk/
https://events.liveit.io/rhino-ark/uk-rhino-challenge-2025-early-bird-booking-now-ope/
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk


St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk 

Opportunity  
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