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If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
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If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Headlines from the Head  

Focus on Summer Term! 
 
What a busy start to the Summer Term we have already had!  
 
In these first 2 weeks it's been great to see so many parents supporting the Travelling Book Fair, where sales convert into 
books for our library - so thank you for the purchases! 
 
Maple Class have had a sunny visit to Forest School, Lilac Class have 'wowed' us with their class assembly, and we have 
had an OFSTED visit for a one day inspection. We are excited to share their report with our community as soon as possible 
but in the meantime I wanted to thank our families for their support, the staff for their exceptional teamwork (as ever) 
and our children for their fantastic engagement, kindness and definitely demonstrating our vision of being "the best we 
can be, in our thriving community, following the example of God".  

This first newsletter since the Easter break is a good time to 
also think ahead about all the events we have to look       
forward to. Next week, on the 8th of May we will be marking 
the 80 years since VE day with a visit from James Castle 
(who many of you may know from the village representing 
the Royal British Legion). Each class will also be undertaking 
an activity to explore its relevance to British values such as 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual       
respect, and tolerance. We will be talking to the children 
about how these values are central to remembering the   
sacrifices of those who served and defended our freedoms. 

We have Willow and Cherry Class assemblies to look forward 
to, a year 5/6 intra-school football competition at Nutley 
School,  as well as our May Fair event on the croft, supported 
by the PTFA, on the last day of Term 5!  

We hope all our families have a great bank              
holiday weekend!  
 
Mrs Robinson 



Top Tips 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you have 
missed any: 

Whole School—Federation Letter from Mr Procter 

Breakfast Club Booking Changes from Easter 

Children’s Forest (Community Orchard) Summer 
Celebration 

OFSTED 

Lilac— Outstanding Residential payments letter 

NCMP results 

Willow—Homework for T5&6 

Cherry—Cherry class changes 

Spellings and Phonics 

Bible presentations to Y2 

Maple— NCMP results 

Maple homework  for T5&6 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

May 

5th: Bank Holiday—no school 

7th: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

8th: Forest School—Cherry Class 

9th: Willow class Parents Assembly at 9am 

11th: (Sunday) Community Orchard Summer Celebration 

2.30-4.30pm 

12th to 15th: Y6 SATs 

12th to 15th: Y5 Bikeability 

14th: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

15th: Forest School—Willow Class 

15th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

16th: Cherry class Parents Assembly at 9am 

20th: Pioneer Football tournament (morning) 

21st: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

22nd: Forest School - Lilac Class 

23rd: PTFA May Fair 

26th to 30th: Half Term 

 

June 

2nd: INSET Day 

4th: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

5th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

10th: Class Photographs being taken 

11th: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

11th: Y6 Safety In Action 

12th: Forest School—Maple Class 

13th: Maple class Parents Assembly at 9am 

16th to 20th: Lilac class Residential 

18th: Collective Worship 9.30am at church 

19th: Forest School—Cherry Class 

19th: Community Café 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

20th: Sports Afternoon 

 

 

 

 

 

Influenza Nasal Spray Programme 2025/2026 
Reception to Year 11 

 
Please note this will take place in school on Friday 17th 
October 2025 after lunch. This will be available for all 

children, and more information will come out from the 
nursing team in due course, including how to ‘opt out’ if 

you wish. 
 

********************************************** 
Congratulations to Joshua ‘who was picked in his Karate 
club to train with Cynthia Rothrock, one of the most 
famous and accomplished martial artist in the world and 
who has been in many films. It was an amazing 
experience and he thoroughly enjoyed it!’ 
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 

yourself and all others, 

treating them as you 

would like to be treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

Strength: recognise 

people’s strength and use 

your own to be resilient 

and the best you can be 

in all that you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

Faith: have faith in 

yourself and others, and 

be honest and truthful. 

Believe that you never 

know what you can 

achieve until you try. 

                          Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which 

underpin our vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.  

Again, these are recognised in our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with.  

This term: 

 

Rosie—Strength—Rosie has shown such strength in her writing. When unsure of what to write, Rosie developed 

her thoughts and then created a brilliant diary entry all as if she were Neil Armstrong, about to walk on the 

moon. Well done Rosie! 

 

Charlie—Strength—Charlie, for doing his best to improve his writing and letter formation. 

 

William—Faith—when subtracting fractions, William was able to work independently to complete questions. He 

showed great strength and faith in the task, not giving up and being determined to even complete the task! You 

are AMAZING! Well done William 

 

Leo—Faith— You have shown so much faith, resilience and determination in so many areas this year. I have 

been especially blown away by your faith in yourself in Maths and how far you have come this year. 
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Star Skills 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills’ development. This year, to 

ensure we celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has shown amazing growth in a 

particular area, which is then recognised in Celebration  Assembly on Fridays.  

Celebrations since the last newsletter: 

 

Sami—Leadership—Sami has helped members of Cherry to settle into a new classroom routine. Sami 

has helped his friends to find resources and to follow new routines. 

 

Jay-J—Listening—During a French listening task, Jay-J was able to use his listening skills to find out 

what the French speaker was talking about. Jay-J was able to work out what they were saying very 

quickly!. It was a very challenging task and you were amazing, well done! 

 

Scarlett—Leadership— You are so consistently reliable and show just what it means to be a Year 6 at St 

Mary’s. Thank you  for all you do—especially in helping Maple. 
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Head teacher Awards 

 

When the children display extra-ordinary prowess through their time within school, they celebrate their success 

with our Head teacher Mrs Robinson and they will discuss whether it should receive a Head teacher Award. 

We have six children who have received this since the last newsletter! 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visi-
tors that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In 
the newsletter every week, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  

 

This is the board for the last week before Easter. 
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FOREST SCHOOL—Combined Forest School 1st April  

 

Today, all the Reception and some Year 1 children from three different 

schools met for a Forest School adventure. They set off in glorious spring 

sunshine listening to the birds sing as they made their way to the woods.   

Once we were in the woods, we started with a tour of the Forest School area 

to learn the boundaries and look at some of the activities waiting for the 

children to try. We also went over some 

safety rules for Forest School. The children 

were then able to head off into the woods 

to explore for themselves.    

Many of the children headed straight to the 

stream. Once there, they worked together 

to move lumps of wood to create a dam blocking the flow of water. This also 

created a muddy pool that the children enjoyed splashing in.  

A fire was lit for the roasting of Marshmallows! The children were called to the fire circle in small groups where 

they learnt how to be safe around the fire. They were 

then able to come in, get their marshmallow on a stick 

and have a go at roasting it over the fire. When the 

marshmallow was nice and gooey it was placed between 

two chocolate biscuits ready to be enjoyed: these 

went down very well! 

Many of the children chose to practise their 

balancing skills by walking along the slack line. They 

climbed on at one end making sure to hold onto the top line for 

balance, and worked their way along the line all the way to the 

other end, before jumping off. They also enjoyed the use of two 

hammocks, taking it in turns to swing 

their friends.           

There was a selection of bird teddies 

that joined the children at Forest School 

today. The children were able to gather 

their own natural materials to make 

nests for the birds and used decorated stones as eggs which they placed inside the 

nests.  

It was great to see the children from all three schools mixing and making new friends, well done Reception and 

Year 1! Everyone then came together to enjoy a picnic lunch in the woods.   
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FOREST SCHOOL— LILAC 3RD APRIL 

 

Lilac class made their way a little earlier to Forest School, meeting Dormouse at the woods. Once in the woods, 
the class sat around the fire circle to quickly recap how to be safe at Forest School.  
A selection of children helped to tackle the brambles that are growing next to the log store ready for the dead 
hedge construction next term. They did this by follow the bramble to the point that it grows from the ground 
and pulled it out by the roots. This was a little tricky as they are very well rooted but with a good hard pull they 
were able to get them out.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lilac class were joined at Forest 
School today by a selection of bird 
teddies. The children took the bird 
and gathered up some 
natural materials like 
twigs and moss to 
make their own nests 
for the birds.  
There was real variety 
of nests being 
created; some were 
made in a Hazel 
coppice, whereas 

others 
were 
made 
straight onto the ground. The ones in the Hazel coppice started 
with a layer of sticks being balanced from one side of the 
coppice to the other and then a layer of moss was then placed 
on top to finish off the roof, this made for a well camouflaged 
nest. The ones created straight on the ground were made up 
from a circle of layered sticks that was in-filled with moss.  
 

In the stream the children set to work creating one large dam. They used a big length of wood to block the 
stream fully, packing it with clay-like mud all the way 
along the front and at the sides stopping any water from 
getting past. This created a rather large puddle for them 
to wade in!     
A couple of children enjoyed a bit of bug hunting. They 
rolled logs over to see what they might find hiding 
underneath, what they found was worms, beetle and 
spiders.  

mailto:office@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk


St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryhartfield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederation.co.uk 

FOREST SCHOOL—WILLOW CLASS 

 

Thursday 1st May 2025   
 
Arriving at the Wellie Tree, the class sat down as 
a group ready to find out what we would be 
trying to make on our way to Forest School. 
Pouring some cream into a tub, the children 
were tasked with shaking it as hard as they could 
with the hope of turning it into butter. They all 
tried hard and with a little adult help, we soon 
had butter. They class then had the opportunity 
to try some of the butter on a cracker; this went 
down very well, with many of the class wanting 
seconds.   
 
 Along the way the children spotted dandelion 
clocks, so they picked them and, blowing the 
clocks, they watching the seeds float away.  

 
They also saw 
different wild 
flowers and a little 
green caterpillar.  

 

Once at Forest School 

some children chose to 

have a go at whittling a 

piece of hazel. They did 

this by putting a glove on 

the hand that would be holding the piece of hazel, and using a peeler they 

stripped off all the bark. The class did really well at this, making sure they 

removed every bit of bark. They were then able to add a point to one end 

making a pencil. Using wool, they added a 

soft grip as decoration to their pencil.   

 
 
Heading off to the stream to investigate 
the water level the children discovered 
that the water was almost gone. All that 
was in the stream was a load of gooey, 
sticky mud!        
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NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 

 

Census Day (15th May) menu switch has now been uploaded to ParentPay . This means that the kitchen will 
be serving fish fingers and Quorn nuggets  on Thursday 15th, and Thursday ‘s menu on Friday 16th May.  If you 
have already booked for either/both of these days, then ParentPay will have automatically cancelled those 
bookings, so please re-book your choices taking into account the swap. 
  
New Menu—there has been some confusion over certain aspects of the new Spring /Summer menu, a copy of 

which is attached to the newsletter, for your information. 

We'd like to explain to parents about the new options on the menu, so there is no confusion about what each 
individual item has in it. 
 
Panini  
Mozzarella & Tuna or Grated cheddar 
 
Wraps  
Grated cheddar WITH mayonnaise  
 
Toastie  
Mozzarella  
 
Baguettes and sandwiches are made with butter unless there is a  special request not to. 
 
May –Fair - Friday 23rd May— This is a school picnic day which means fish/Quorn & chips will be served 
Thursday 22nd May instead. 
 
Many thanks for supporting Chartwells school meals! 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

The Summer Reading Challenge is coming soon! 

There are two ways you can take part: 

You can take part in person at your 
local library. The library will give you a 
special sticker poster and other special 
incentives, and help you find books to 
read for your Challenge.  

Alternatively, take part online. Set a 
reading goal and log your books on 
your profile. When you reach your goal you will unlock a limited-edition online badge and certificate! 

The in-person and online Challenges are separate. Physical incentives like medals are only available via the 

library, for those taking part in person.  

For more information please see this link: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in  
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PTFA— May Fair 
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PTFA 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

We are keen to increase 
visits to our school, and 
have spaces in many year 
groups, so please spread 
the word! 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity 
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Opportunity  
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Opportunity 
 

ANXIETY TOOLKIT FOR PARENTS AND CARERS WEBINAR, SATURDAY 24TH MAY 2025, 10AM- 12 MIDDAY 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by your child's anxiety? Join us for this online event where Your Space Therapies will  provide you with 
therapeutic practical tools and strategies to help you support your child. The expert speaker will share valuable, easy to implement 
strategies to navigate through challenging situations and promote your child's well-being. Register now and equip yourself with the 

tools to better understand and support your child to manage anxiety.       Price: £28 

To book please go to: Book Anxiety Toolkit for Parents and Carers 

The UK Rhino Challenge—this weekend! 

A unique cycle challenge - school family entries! 
The UK Rhino Challenge is a cycle orienteering event with team building tasks that will be fun for all of the family. It is set in the 
beautiful bluebell woods of Pippingford Park in the Ashdown Forest on Sunday 4th May 2025. 
Suitable for all ages and abilities there are three challenge levels and prizes including one for the school or youth group whose  
two best teams score the highest points. Please encourage families from your school to enter representing your school. 

 
Full details are on www.ukrhinochallenge.com  

See the fun we had last year here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Oo5RIqHecg 
This fundraising event helps Rhino Ark with their conservation projects in Kenya. 

Many thanks 
Ian Purcell 

Trustee for Rhino Ark UK 
07765465100 

I'm riding 100 miles for Rhino Ark 

Rhino Ark origins and projects 
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St Mary’s Church Information 
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