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Headlines from the Head  

Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.  
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Headlines from the Head continued 
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Top Tips 

 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 

 

Whole School— OPSS issues Product Recall on Hobbycraft 
Giant Box of Craft  

Whole school trip to Herstmonceux 

Pioneer Federation Consultation  

 

Lilac— Watching a PG film in school   

'Black & British' topic next term 

 

Maple— PSED planning and teaching  

School Health NCMP and Vision checks 
for Reception class  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

23rd: Start of Term 4 

24th—25th: Travelling Book Fair is open after school 

26th: Forest School for Maple class 

 

March 

2nd: Lilac Class Parent Consultations 

3rd: Maple, Cherry & Willow Parent Consultations 

5th: World Book Day celebrations –see letter 

5th: Forest School for Cherry class– POSTPONED 

5th: All classes Parent Consultations 

11th: PTFA Someone Special Gifting 

12th: Reception class vision, heights and weights 

checks by community nurses—more info to come. 

12th: Forest School for Willow class 

13th: Whole School trip to Hurstmonceux Science 

Centre 

19th: Forest School for Lilac class 

20th: Cherry Class assembly @ 2.45pm 

26th: Forest School for Cherry class (not Maple) 

27th: End of Term 4 

 

April 

13th: Start of Term 5 

23rd: Forest School for Maple class 

24th: PTFA Easter Disco in hall 

30th: Forest School for Cherry class 

 

May 

4th: Bank Holiday –no school 

7th: Forest School for Willow class 

11th-14th: Y6 SATs 

11th-14th: Y5 Bikeability 

21st: Forest School for Maple class 

22nd: PTFA May Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The theme for World Book Day this year is Read 

your own way. To support encouraging children 

to enjoy stories we would like to create an area 

that is rich in opportunity to listen to stories. 

Do you have an unused listening device that you 

would like to donate? Do you have any CD audio 

books? 

We are also looking for redundant CD players. 

Please speak to Mrs Fry if you are able to offer 

any of the above. 
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 
yourself and all others, 
treating them as you 
would like to be 
treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

 

Strength: recognise 
people’s strength and 
use your own to be 
resilient and the best 
you can be in all that 
you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

 

Faith: have faith in 
yourself and others, 
and be honest and 
truthful. Believe that 
you never know what you can achieve until you try. 

                          Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which 
underpin our vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.  
Again, these are recognised in our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with 
you.  Since the last newsletter: 

 

Strength—Charlie—this is awarded to Charlie for showing amazing strength and perseverance at 

Forest School! When his shoes came off in the mud (uh-oh!) he didn’t let it stop him. He kept on going, 

tackled the tricky situation and carried on having fun like a true Forest School adventure! We are so 

proud of you Charlie! 

 

Faith—Jay-J—this is awarded to Jay-J for showing faith and kindness at Forest School. While heading to 

Forest School he went out of his way to help other children, showing care and thoughtfulness. He even 

came back to help others make their way safely through the muddy fields—a true example of kindness 

and trust—well done Jay-J 

 

Faith—Dotty— you have shown incredible faith in your own abilities lately and we are so proud of you. 

You can do anything if you believe in yourself and you are flying right now. Thank you so much for your 

faith, resilience and perseverance!   
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Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills’ development. 
This year, to ensure we celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has 
shown amazing growth in a particular area, which is then recognised in Celebration  
Assembly on Fridays.  

 

Celebrations since the last newsletter: 

 

 

Listening—Lander—Thank you so much for your incredible listening, Lander. It makes 
our classroom such a positive space to be. Every time I look over you are doing exactly as 
I have asked, and your work shows the benefit. Well done Lander! You are amazing. 
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Forest School Term 3 

 

This term the children have been learning how to 
identify the poo belonging to many different animals 
found within the British countryside. They have done 
this by working together as a class to match pictures 
of animals with their matching poo picture. We then 
discussed as a class what they though their animal 
would eat to match the diets with the animals’ given. 
Children have also been able to make their own poo! 
This was done by mixing compost, flour and water 
together until it was nice and sticky. They then added straw, grass and other natural materials to recreate 
what they had looked at in class.  

Once in the woods the children were asked to see if there 
was anything that they noticed within the woodland that 
was different from there last visit, something that is not 
normally out quite yet. The children all noticed that the 
Bluebells had started to grow, as a group we talked about 
why they may have come up early this year.  

With all the rain, there has been a very good flow of wa-
ter in the ditch at Forest School this term. When Cherry 
class arrived, they noticed that the water disappeared 
down a hole in the ground with two possible points that it 
popped back out a little further down in the woods. They 
mixed up a bucket of coloured water and poured it down 
the hole to help work out what way the water flowed, 
unfortunately the mystery continues as the coloured water never came 
out meaning that there may be another exit that the class have not yet 
discovered.    

Lilac class were joined for their Forest 
School session this term by the Year 5/6 
class from Chiddingly. They showed 
them the rather muddy route they take to Forest School. Once in the woods they two classes set to work to 
make the biggest dam that they could with the aim of stopping the flow of water. They did this with many 
lumps of wood packing the gaps with clay like mud to prevent too much water escaping, this method was 
very successful. Before leaving the woods the children unblocked the waters exit hole and then weakened 
their dam, the water soon broke through and rushed down the ditch before disappearing down the holes. 
The two classes were able to practice their fire lighting skills making a roaring fire ready for toasted sand-
wiches at lunchtime.  

The Impact of Forest School for the children is the knowledge the children have gained from the Forest School experience, this can be 
seen through the skills gained, tools used, art and craft activities, observations and knowledge of the fruit, plants and trees in relation 

to the seasons. 
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Positivity Board 

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visitors 

that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.  

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In the 

newsletter, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.  
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have 
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word 

about our open events, and share and like our  

Social Media posts! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************** 

PTFA 
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*************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Parent Feedback Requested 

 
The East Sussex Health Protection Team is gathering parent feedback to better understand 

experiences with childhood vaccinations. These views will help us improve information, 
access, and support for families across the county. 

The survey is completely anonymous and takes just 3–5 minutes to complete. Please share 
with your parents to help us shape services that support children’s health and wellbeing. 

Vaccination Accessibility Survey – Fill in form 
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them.'  
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Active Education 
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Active Education 
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Brighton Science Festival is heading for another Hands-On Half Term, from Saturday to Saturday, 
Feb 14 - Feb 21. Lots of new stuff, and new twists on the old stuff, to keep the children on their 

toes, and their hands busy. 
For the Website: click here: https://brightonscience.com 

For the week's programme: click here: https://brightonscience.com/hands-on-half-term-at-a-
glance 

***************************************************************************** 
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HALF TERM DIG SCHOOL 10am-3pm 7-12yr olds £45 per child: 
Blackboys Primary School, School Lane, Blackboys, East Sussex 

 
Over half term Archaeodiscovery will run a two-day archaeology school for children aged 7-12 yrs. 

Participants will work with experienced professional archaeologists, DIGGING, MAKING and DOING. 

 
DAY 1 - Come along on Thursday 19th February and explore Ancient Greece. 

 
DAY 2 - Join us for the Friday 20th February and discover Ancient Maya. 

  
£45 per child per day. Please complete the registration form and then follow the link for various book-

ing options. 
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St Mary’s Church Information 
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