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Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.

Celebrating playtimes at St Mary's

The week started with much anticipation as the long awaited new Trim Trail was finally ready forus to playon. Itis
a great addition to the playground, providing challenge as well as fun. We hope you agree that it also makes the
playground look super smart with all the bark chippings now removed replaced with all weather artificial grass.
We have some additional equipment as well, and from Monday each day there will be a rota of equipment to keep
playtimes fresh and engaging. The winning house on a Friday will now get to use the ‘Reward Box” as well as be
the only house allowed on the Trim trail—an incentive to keep earning those raffle tickets!

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who donated towards the new Trim Trail. Thanks to the PTFA
for the very generous contribution and for all the hard work they have put into fundraising throughout the year.
We also want to say a huge thank you to The Parish Council, who have also given a very generous donation of
£4000, through The Honey Run. Thank you as well to everyone who sponsored Mrs. Fry and Mrs. Pike in
November to complete the Honey Run.

From this...

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with
Mrs Miller in the school office.
If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.



World Book Day 2026
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It was lovely to see everyone dress up as their favourite book character. The costumes were brilliant and all so different.

Dressing up as our favourite book character

Thank you everyone for all the effort they put into these.
- -ll ' A A

Out of the Bag Theatre

We welcomed Out of the Bag Theatre, and Maple, Cherry and Willow enjoyed taking part in this immersive storytelling
workshop around the Japanese tale of Urashima TarQ about a boy who frees a turtle and then goes on to have an under-
sea adventure; travelling to the dragon's palace under the sea; and travelling through time. It is a story that links to the
culture of Japan, the importance of the ocean, being an island nation (like Britain); and of looking after our oceans and
their life. The children loved this immersive performance.
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The whole school heard a variety of blurbs from different books. Children then had to choose which

Mystery Reader

book they would like to hear read. However they didn’t know who would be reading the book! Here

are some photos of children listening to their chosen stories with the surprise readers.

We loved reading to Mrs. Philcox.
Can you guess what she dressed up
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Top Tips

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight.

Please check below and let the office know if you
have missed any:

Whole School— After School Club update

School Choir singing at Village Lunch Club

No use of playground equipment after school
Payment reminder for whole school trip on 13.3.26

Payment reminder for World Book Day Theatre
Workshops

Willow - Parent Consultations moved
from 3rd March to 10th March due to
illness

Cherry—Term 4 newsletter & Phonics/
spellings

Are you a keen sewer?
We would love to have

P
4«./ .
made that have ribbons or ﬁ

some sensory cushions
zips or toggles on to

support children during our collective worship time.

Please let Mrs. Fry or the office know if this is
something you would like to support us with.
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We need your help!

Are you available next Thursday, 12th to help us
move our shed up to the playground? We need a
team of strong people to help us move the shed to
enable us to store play equipment.

Please let Mrs. Fry or Mrs. Miller know if this is
something you could help with.

Dates for your Diary

March

11th: PTFA Someone Special Gifting

12th: Reception class Vision, Heights and Weights
checks by community nurses.

12th: Forest School for Willow class

13th: Whole School trip to Hurstmonceux Science
Centre

19th: Forest School for Lilac class

20th: Cherry Class assembly @ 2.45pm

26th: Forest School for Cherry class (not Maple)
27th: End of Term 4

April

13th: Start of Term 5

16th: TCS Mini London Marathon (whole school) -
more info to come.

23rd: Forest School for Maple class

24th: PTFA Easter Disco in hall

30th: Forest School for Cherry class

May

4th: Bank Holiday —no school

7th: Forest School for Willow class
11th-14th: Y6 SATs

11th-14th: Y5 Bikeability

19th: Y5/6 Pioneer Cup Football Tournament
21st: Forest School for Maple class

22nd: PTFA May Fair and end of Term 5

June
1st: INSET Day
4th-5th: Lilac class residential

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with
Mrs Miller in the school office.
If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.




School Values

Love: love and respect
yourself and all others,
treating them as you
would like to be
treated.

Luke 10: 25-37

be, in a thriving community,
the example of Jesus

Strength: recognise
people’s strength and
use your own to be
resilient and the best
you can be in all that
you do.

John 6: 1-14

John 6: 1-14

Faith: have faith in
yourself and others,
and be honest and
truthful. Believe that
you never know what you can achieve until you try.

Luke 5: 1-11

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which
underpin our vision of 'being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.
Again, these are recognised in our Celebration Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with
you. Since the last newsletter:

Love—Barney—you are clearly loving life at the moment, Barney, and we are all so impressed! You’re
listening well, working so hard and we all cannot wait to see what you do next! Keep it up.

Love— Willow Class—this week in Willow Class we have been focused on using kind words and the
effect it has. You have shown what it truly means to care and support one another, and create a
positive and welcoming environment for everyone. Your thoughtful actions and respectful attitudes
make your classroom a happy and safe place for everyone to learn and grow!
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“Skills for learning, skills for life”
D Skills Builder
Star Skills

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills” development.
This year, to ensure we celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has
shown amazing growth in a particular area, which is then recognised in Celebration
Assembly on Fridays.

Celebrations since the last newsletter:

Speaking—Charlie (G)—You have shown fantastic focus and commitment by completing
your work to an excellent standard. You are a great member of this class, always sharing
your ideas in a positive and thoughtful way! We are very proud of you and the example
you have set for others.

Aiming High -Skye— My little Labrador! Thank you Skye for your impeccable behaviour
and attitude to learning. You are aiming high in everything you do in class and with your
friends. Rock on!

Teamwork—Maple Class—the children in Maple worked together to make up their own
version of the Three Little Pigs and acted it out during Helicopter story time. They called
it “The Three Little Cows and the Big Bad Sheep’!
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Positivity Board

This board enables us to write positive comments, or thoughts, from parents, carers, staff, children and visitors
that they would like to share with others about the school, their classes, the children or events.

Please contact us at any time (or come into school) to let us know something that you would like to share. In the
newsletter, there will be a picture to share and celebrate the positivity within our school.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k ok 3k sk ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok 3k 5k 3k sk 3k 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k >k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k %k %k %k *k %k

Changes to Choirin Term 5

p

After Easter, Choir will continue to run on a Tuesday lunchtime when Rosie our m
specialist singing teacher will continue to join us and share important technique. In Choir
addition to this, choir will now also meet before school on a Thursday morning at

8am. This will give more time to practice and learn a wider variety of songs.

Mrs. Fry
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A message from Rev Julie Sear

Dear St Mary’s Families,

This year | will have been in full time ministry for 25 years both lay and ordained. | have been with
you in the parishes for over 12 years and | have loved being your parish priest. During my time
serving the parishes we have shared so many memories, which Trevor and | will hold onto for the
rest of our lives. This has been a very hard decision to make as after twelve years you immerse
yourself in community life to the extent it feels like home.

One of the highlights of my ministry has been working with St Mary’s School. | joined the Governing
body in 2013 and found a wonderful and dedicated team who worked hard to keep the school as a
place of excellent learning with Christian values across the whole school. | have so enjoyed our
weekly services in church and all the festivals and plays over the years. | have learnt so much from
all your children. | recently met some of the children who were five years old when | arrived and
they are now learning to drive!

St Mary’s school is a wonderful school with a big heart and | will miss the staff and children but
take away some amazing memories. | leave feeling the connection with St Mary’s church is strong.
With Matt Marriott, our youth worker and Governor continuing the strong connections alongside a
good team of St Mary’s school staff.

During our time here, our own children have married and given us five Grandchildren. We have
walked through a pandemic and seen incredible provision to help our churches grow and flour-
ish. Honestly, there is so much to be thankful for. | also know all of you will step up in new ways,
working together with those who will support the parishes in prayer.

| want you all to know that the next few months will not change the way | care about Hartfield and
Coleman’s Hatch. | am grateful to have Rev Stephen Hills as Associate Vicar at Cowden who along
with other people will support the parishes in the coming months.

There will be lots to say and do in the coming weeks. | have already begun the process and will
make sure we leave with some strong foundations. | also hope our time together will be full of
thankfulness and celebration.

When we move, at the end of April, the parish will enter what is called an interregnum. In the
interregnum, there will be a need for everyone —to play their part and in praying and preparing for
the person that God will call to minister here in the future. It takes time and all our churchwardens
along with the Archdeacon will work together.

At our three churches PCC meeting last month | used the words from 1 Thessalonians 1: where Paul
reminds the church of the work of faith, the labour of love and the steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Faith and example lived out together.

Please do not underestimate the emotion | feel about this decision. There will be lots more to say
in the coming weeks. Come and talk to me. | am still here!

| would love to see some of you at our Easter Services.

We will be holding a special school service in church for parents - staff and children on the 15th
April at 9.30am. More information will follow in the coming weeks.

If you have any questions, please do talk to me or one of the churchwardens. My last weekend
with you all will be the 25" and 26™ April.

With love from Rev Canon Julie Sear.
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word
about our open events, and share and like our

Social Media posts!
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Support your child’s future

prra Newsletter

January 2026

Sign up to online cashback site,
easyfundraising, and select your child’s
school as your chosen good cause.

Then, when you shop online with over
8,000 retailers, the retailer will give the

Upcoming we Need You!

school a f_ree df)nution as a thank you Events After an incredible 6 years of dedication, our
for shopping with them. wonderful Chairperson Kerry Powell has
- |
I¥'s as simple as that. No matter what « Maple class bake sale stepped down for a well earned rest
10th Feb

you buy, from food shops to holidays
and everything in between - it's a free
and easy way to support your school.

.....

School Disco - 13th Feb We're exp(cd lq be looking l.or someone new

to step into this role. If you're interested in
Someone special gifting becoming the PTFA Chairperson, or would like
- 11th March to find out more, please have a chat with Katie
or Helen

Community Bake Sale -

TBC If the Chairperson role is not for you, but you'd
* School Disco - 24th April still like to get involved, we'd love to expand
» % inli i 8,000 ; i
v | e e e
+ Someone special gifting 9 P
Thank you!

- 19th June
Sports Day & PTFA BBQ
26th June

| 3 How to get started —
' : Fundraising Focus

Head to easyfundraising.org.uk/

+ School Disco - 17th July This year, our focus is supporting the
?UPP°"“:;%°°d'h°°ulse and se(:‘rch school with the replacement of the
or your child’s school, or scan the playground trim trail. We are delighted
QR code. ContaCts to be involved in this exciting addition to

Vice-Chair - Helen Law the children’s daily routine.

Secretary - Katie
Schreiber

Treasurer - Beth Hart
Regular Helpers
Caroline Halawa & Claire

Registration is free and
will take you less than
two minutes to sign up!

-

We will continue to raise vital funds
through the remainder of this academic
year through a range of regular activities,
including class bake sales, discos, special
person gifting and our Sports Day BBQ.
Levis You can support these fundraising efforts
E-mail: by taking part in our events, using
PTFAhartfield@gmail.com l Easyfundraising when you shop, or

’4 purchasing second-hand uniform.

17,000 schools and PTAs have
raised over £12.5 million using
easyfundraising.

Sign up and support your

child’s future today.

4 Thank you for your fantastic support!
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them.'

UK Rhino Challenge

A unique cycle orienteering challenge
for all the famlly

%% In the beautiful
# bluebell woods ‘ _
# of Pippingford =%
§ Parkonthe
1Ashdown Forest |
TN223HW

Have fun & raise funds for conservation

Two levels of challenge
Family Fun - 4 miles
Explorers Adventure - 6 to 20
miles, choose your route

Full details on
www.ukrhinochallenge.com
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them."
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Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026

< =
We now offer even more childcare vouchers!
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them."

Multi Activity and Fun Football Holiday Camps

Join us for a fun filled day of Multi Activity and fun footballl Loads of fun activities to explore and enjoy

including A Wida Salaction of Sports . Fancing . Gym-ﬂu Danca . Painting . Art and Craft Activities
. Movies . Party & Circle Games . Team Games , Football Matches . Football Skill Drills . Competitions

and loads morel Fun for all no matter of your age or abilityl

What to bri
Packed Lunch . time Snacks . Refillable Water Bottle . Change of Clothing (expect to get muddyl) .
Trainers (Multi Activity) . Football Boots and Astro Turf Trainers Advised (Fun Football)

“ R BB R o

NEW Multi Activity and fun Fuol:ball lhllday Camp
© Manor Primary School, Downsview Cresent, TN22 1UB

rrr

& Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026

Multi Activity and Fun Football Holiday Camp@

O Hailsham Primary Academy, Bulrush Lane, BN27 4FB

rrr

&) Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026
h{ﬂhﬁumnuw
Multi Activity and Fun Football Holiday Camp
* Ocklynge Junior School, Victoria Drive, BN20 8XN

rrr

== ] Hunl:h 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026

HLAF Fundad Spazes at this Campl
LU LRI N B R

(Open to all aged 4-11) - 07:45-08:48 - £7.50
Options & -, (Open to all aged 4-11) - 08:45-12:45 - £19.50
Main Camp Day (Aged 5-11 Only) - 08:45-15:18 - £29,80

(Aged 5-11 Only) - 16:15-16:15 - £7.50

activeeducationsussex.co.uk/book-a-course

Follow our socials
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them."

The
Open Studios will un from Friday
4th, Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th |
September 2026,

naugural Ashdown Forest

Gala event at The Ashdown Forest
Centre on Friday 4th September

p
Wkshop

Open to children

AGE 6- 1S YEARS
Sunday 9.30am at
Jarvis Brook
Guide Hall

25th Ja:
22nd February
29th
261h April
3list May
28th June
30h August
271h Seplember
2%?;!1 {ober
37ihbocember  Amonthly mindset workshop to train
body and brain through emotional
Contact Hannah to regulation techniques to help focus,
book motivate and calm anxieties, fear and
stablise all feelings!
Use QR code above for £a i
social media contact PETSeSSICA
or ./~ £42 for 6 sessions
i N ) vousvou €72 for all 12

Artists & Makers

ffyou work or [ivé imor around the
Ashdown Forest
You are invited to join us for the
15t Ashdown Forest Open Studios
For more information & to register
Visi

W ashdownforestopenstidios.co.uk

Your: Space

“aru-n ffachmants
Robud learner s « Bulding fulues

WENS

www.yourspacetherapies.org

L

I Easter Holiday Mindfulness Pony Day for Kids! [/

Dates: Thursday 2* April and Friday 10" April
Time: 9.30am- 2pm
Location: HIll Crest Farm, Horsham

Join us for a magical day of ponies, riding, art, friendship, and mindfulness!
% What to Expect:
[} Mindfulness Time with Ponies
) Pony Care
| Riding and Mounted Games
[l Connect with Arts and Nature

[l Make New Friends
Click the links or scan the QR code to book the day of your choit
Thursday 2nd April- Mindfulness Pony Day- Book Now!
Friday 10th April- Mindfulness Pony Day- Book Now!

Cost: £140 per child
BY PURCHASING A TICKET VIA EVENTBRITE, YOU ARE PAYING £40 DEPOSIT. YOU .y s w.‘ v
VIA EMAIL FOR THE OUTSTANDING AMOUNT ON 27* MARCH,

Spaces limited to 10 children per day

We are an inclusive team and warmly welcome children with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We celebrate diversity and are committed to
providing a supportive environment where every child can thrive.
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them."

Thereis a national shorta
classroom support st

Stepintothe classroom with our online
School Support Programmes

% =2
& =R

Meet with
Employers

@@g

6-week courses
during school
hours

Post-course

Fully-funded certificate

f ‘With career progreulon routes such as:
hing Assistant "

The teaching skills were second to none, | now feel confident that | can go
into my new role as a TA knowing | have the knowledge and confidence to

face anything | may come across. Thank you, Aspire.

Enrol today:

% 07707470845

%
M jamie. couk I
i

At [ Goverment

i 7
E H plo r'n g PeopleMatter
N ew support: r'q .]CI!I.}SEekers
Directions

Wi people- matler.org.uk

For Eastbourne and
* Wealden residents
Preparing
forwork Helping Parents Grow,
x So Children Can Thrive

Understanding
skills and
experience

*

Practical workshops designed to help
parents:

reconnect with their strengths
explore new job, training, or
volunteering opportunities

build confidence and wellbeing
learn simple ways to encourage
and support their children’s
aspirations

Preparing
for learning

Workshops are now open for booking from
February to July 2026.

Thanks to funding support, there is no cost to
schools or parents, and we work flexibly to fit
around the school day.

East Sussen
County Coun|

Contoct People Motter to book your workshop

reception@people-matter org.uk
01323 431289 or 07843 1907368

T |

IS Early Hel
pO-'!9
% H'“I-, "ll w / East Sussex Healthcare

EAST SUSSEX NHS Trust

ks
ALY Aoy,

FREE online talk by

Jane Keyworth
FACE family Advice Lead Facilitator

Decreasing Depression
23rd April 7-8pm
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Book online
www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk
Parents - Live Talks page
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St Mary’s Church Information

Discover us every 1st & 3rd Sunday
morning at 9.30am, as we find
out more about our Creator

Upcoming dates: 1 March, 15" March
There will be no session on 15" February
due to the school holidays

For more information please
contact Rev Julie Sear at
revjuliesear1@gmail.com or 01892770436

For young people aged 10+

Held in The Oast from 9.30am, S""d‘:%' dates are:
for breakfast and chats, 1 March
before heading back to 15" March

church for communion. There will be no

Come, relax and chat as we session on 15"
build relationship with Jesus ~ February due to the

and each other!! school holidays

For more information please contact Matt Marriott at
m.marriott@btconnect.com

Join us for games,
food and fun

From 5-6.15pm in

ﬂhe Yillage Hall

For more i
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