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Head of School: Mrs Naomi Fry 
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Term 5 Week 1 2026 

Friday 17th April 2026  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Headlines from the Head  

Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.  

 

 

 

On Thursday 16th April, our school took part in the TCS Mini London Marathon. Children had to complete a 2 mile run. 

The route was organised by Mr Sumner from Active Education, and took in exciting local trails. There were stiles to 

climb, as well as hills and bridges to navigate. The children were absolutely brilliant, showing so much perseverance. 

We were so proud of all children who took part completing the 2 mile run. The greatest outcome was the children had 

fun, and   experienced the joy of running! (Watch out for what Mrs Fry has planned next!) 

A huge thank you to all the staff and volunteers for making this event run so smoothly. To the PTFA for providing      

refreshments, parents for all the cake donations and cheers for children, staff for supporting all children to complete 

and to Mr Sumner for all his hard work making this happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the children who came first, second and third. 
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Staying Sun Safe! 
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Arts and Crafts Fair – Tomorrow! 
 

We are excited to let you know that tomorrow is our Arts and Crafts Fair! The children have used their imagination and 
creativity to make a variety of wonderful items to sell. 

 
Children chose to either work individually or in pairs and their creations have not been named so some lucky buyers may 

even take home something made by your child. 
 

There will be a wide range of stalls and activities, including: 
*Bespoke animal artwork with the amazing Mrs Carpenter 

*Cards to colour and handmade colouring books created especially for the fair 
*Pottery and other treats 

*Jewellery 
*Slime, playdough, and homemade crayons 
*Decorating plant pots and planting seeds 

 
There will also be two free workshop sessions at 1:45pm and at 2:45pm with local artist Lily Mitri and Bev from the Scrap 

Store. Please check the poster below for further details. 
 

Please bring small change for stalls, refreshments and children’s creations—although a QR code payment option will also be 
available. 

 
If you are able to help serve tea and coffee for 30 minutes during the fair, we would greatly appreciate it. Please let Mrs Fry 

or Mrs Perry know on the day. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Top Tips 

 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 

 

Whole School—  Federation letter from Governors 

Lilac— Y6 Transition, Y5 Bikeability Training, Y6 

London Leavers Trip, Lilac class newsletter, Y6 

Diocese Leavers Service 

Willow— Class newsletter 

Cherry— class newsletter 

Maple— The  Big One Hundred 

 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

April 

23rd: Forest School for Maple class 

24th: PTFA Easter Disco in hall 

30th: Forest School for Cherry class 

 

May 

4th: Bank Holiday –no school 

7th: Forest School for Willow class 

11th-14th: Y6 SATs 

11th-15th: Y5 Bikeability 

19th: Y5/6 Pioneer Cup Football Tournament 

21st: Y6 Transition meeting for parents 

21st: Forest School for Maple class 

22nd: PTFA May Fair and end of Term 5 

 

June 

1st: INSET Day 

4th-5th: Lilac class residential 

10th: Safety in Action trip for Y6 

16th: Class group photos 

17th: Y6 London Leavers trip 

18th: Forest School for Cherry class 

18th: Y6 Leavers Service  

19th: Special Person Gifting—Father’s Day 

26th: Sports Day & PTFA BBQ 

 

July 

9th: Forest School for Lilac class 

17th: PTFA Summer Disco 

21st: End of Term 6 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Mrs. Rowberry 

Mrs. Rowberry would like to say a very big ‘Thank 

You’ for the lovely service at Church, and for 

everyone’s good wishes when she celebrated her 

80th birthday in March. It was much appreciated! 

 

****************************************** 
Help to support families on low incomes 

This link is a helpful page to lots of services to 
support families on low income. If you would like 

further support we are happy to speak 
confidentially with you. 

 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-

learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free
-school-meals 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 
yourself and all others, 
treating them as you 
would like to be 
treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

 

Strength: recognise 
people’s strength and 
use your own to be 
resilient and the best 
you can be in all that 
you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

 

Faith: have faith in 
yourself and others, 
and be honest and 
truthful. Believe that 
you never know what you can achieve until you try. 

                          Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values 
which underpin our vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example 
of Jesus’.  Again, these are recognised in our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to 
celebrate them with you.  Since the last newsletter: 

 

Faith—Finn—you are never daunted by anything. Even the most tricky things can’t test your faith in yourself. 
And what’s more—I think you actually relish a tough challenge. We can all learn something from your awesome 
faith! 
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Star Skills 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their ‘star skills’ development. This year, to 
ensure we celebrate with clarity, certificates are given when a child has shown amazing growth in a 
particular area, which is then recognised in Celebration  Assembly on Fridays.  

 

Celebrations since the last newsletter: 

 

Teamwork—Year 5—You have all been so patient and kind to Y6 during their mock SATs week. 
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 Take on the 12 Clumps Challenge!  

We’re inviting teachers, families, and our local communities to step outdoors, have some fun, and 
raise money for our schools by taking on the Sponsored 12 Clumps Challenge on July 4th!  

The 12 Clumps of Ashdown Forest form a 32km circular route and the challenge is simple (but       
definitely not easy!) visit all 12 clumps and complete the course. It’s a fantastic adventure, a great 
personal challenge, and all for a brilliant cause. Whether you’re a keen walker, love a challenge, or just 
want to support your school community, we’d love you to get involved: 

  Take part on the day and complete the challenge yourself 

  Support from the side lines by sponsoring the St Mary’s teaching staff who will be   
taking part 

  Spread the word and help build some friendly competition across our Federation 
schools. We’re hoping as many Federation schools as possible will join in and add a little friendly 
rivalry: 

 Which school will be first around all 12 clumps? 

 Which school will raise the most money? 

 Which school will have the most participants? 
 

All participants will raise sponsorship for their ‘home’ school, meaning your involvement will     
directly benefit your school community and help make a real difference. 

Sponsorship details will be shared soon. 

If you’re interested in taking part, please register your interest at: PTFAHartfield@gmail.com 

Let’s make this a fun, memorable, and slightly competitive challenge.  

We can’t wait to see you on the trail!  
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St Mary’s Very Own Star Reporter! 

Cece had a great time before Easter on Heart FM  

interviewing Davina!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************************************************************* 
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Forest School Round-up of Term 4 

 

In term 4, the children have been working on a project as a whole class. They were shown what the project 

was and what it was aiming to achieve. We then discussed, as a group, why we thought this project needed 

to happen and what improvements this would make to the area. The project was within the ditch that runs 

along one edge of the area that we use for Forest School, and the aim was to make a few leaky woody dams 

to help improve the ditch and surrounding area, by encouraging less foot traffic and more natural regenera-

tion. Each class had taken on a different part of the project.  

 

The first part to tackle was the large amount of lumps of wood and 

branches that have ended up in the ditch over time. The children of 

Willow class worked so hard to achieve this as there was rather a 

lot of wood and some of it had become rather buried in the mud.  

 

 

 

The next step was to make a few leaky 

woody dams. Using wooden mallets and 

a post rammer, the children knocked in 

four posts, 2 either side of the ditch. 

They then set off into the woods to find 

many long branches that were then placed 

within these 4 posts, stacking up to create a 

dam, slowing down the flow of water and ero-

sion of the ditch any further. With amazing 

teamwork, the classes have managed to create 

two dams so far.  

 

We have also enjoyed wild garlic! The children 

have all had the opportunity to try some raw as 

a leaf, many enjoyed this but quite a few 

said it was a little spicy. The wild garlic 

was then chopped up by the children 

and mixed into butter turning it green. 

Bread was then toasted on the fire, and once toasted, a layer of the 

green butter was added to make some garlic toast. 

 

Previously, Lilac class had cleared an area and started to make a fairy 

garden and they wanted to continue with this by adding little houses. 

They used a selection of pallet off cuts to create these little fairy hous-

es, first nailing on the roof before using paint pens to add decoration 

to their house. These were then placed in the fairy garden. 
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have 
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word 

about our open events, and share and like our  

Social Media posts! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************** 

PTFA 
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St Mary’s Church Information 
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'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them.''  

 

Parent Workshops which may be of interest 
 
TRIGGERS, TANTRUMS AND TEACHING MOMENTS 
Learn simple ways to set boundaries, get them to listen, and solve problems together 
Tuesday 21st April - 8.45-10.20am at Firle Primary School (Firle CE School, The Street, Firle, Lewes, 
East Sussex, BN8 6LF) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SMARTPHONE FREE CHILDHOOD 
Recent research suggests that smartphones and social media are linked to increased anxiety and 
depression, decreased attention span, cyberbullying is more prevalent and children are accessing 
inappropriate content, amongst other risks. These risks are present at surprisingly young ages, not 
necessarily just during teenage years. Education is obviously hugely important to try to keep our 
children safe, but our children’s young brains are not wired to be able to avoid the risk or the      
addiction. There are alternatives to smartphones that allow us to keep in contact with our children 
without these risks. 
 
We are holding a meeting for parents with Magda Bannister about this issue on Wednesday 
22nd April at 9.30am at Laughton Primary School. (Laughton CP School, Church Lane, Laughton, 
Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6AH) 
 
Please come along to find out more, you are very welcome to attend if you have children attending 
other schools. 
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