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Term 6 Week 3 2026 

Monday 19th June 2026  

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Headlines from the Head  

Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.  

Dear St Mary’s Families, 

We have had a great first 3 weeks of Term 6. It has been very full, with all sorts of wonderful activities. We 

hope you enjoy reading about what our children have been up to. 

Next week looks set to be very warm. Please ensure that you send your child to school with a sunhat, water 

bottles and with sun cream applied. Children may bring in sun cream to reapply, but please make sure that 

these are named and remind your child that it is not to be shared, but for their own use.  

 

 

Celebrating Winnie the Pooh’s 100th Birthday 

As Winnie-the-Pooh turns one hundred in 2026, Ashdown Forest, the original Hundred Acre Wood,           
celebrates with a brand-new story! 
 

On Thursday 2nd July we are welcoming The Big One Hundred to St Mary’s to run   workshops with the chil-

dren around the creation of this new story.  

More information below… 

https://thebigonehundred.co.uk/ 
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Cherry Class 
 
 
 
Cherry Class were so lucky to have a video call with 
Mr Black while he was in Nairobi last week.  
 
It wasn't an ordinary video call - because he was at 
the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust with the baby elephants 
that we have adopted over the last three years!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not only did we see a herd of baby elephants being 
bottle fed by their keepers, but we also saw a baby 
rhino called Titan and his best friend, a baby zebra 
called 'Naughty'!  
 
We were thrilled to have such a special experience. 
Thank you so much, Mr. Black! (Mrs Thurman) 
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Year 6 Wicked Trip  
 

Year Six had a brilliant time in Lon-

don on Wednesday.  

 

We arrived just in time to see the 

Changing of the Guard at             

Buckingham Palace before heading 

to St James' Park for a picnic.  

 

We had fantastic seats to watch 

Wicked and the show was  

thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

 

What a great day!   
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                                 Year 6 Leavers Diocese Service      

 

On Thursday 18th June, the Year 6 pupils joined other Year 6 pupils from other school across Sussex 

t All Saints Church in Crowborough for the Diocese Leaver’s Service. Abbie and Joe represented our 

school brilliantly, delivering the first reading of the service.  

 

“It was great fun having a picnic lunch opposite the church.” Joshua 

“Seeing all the banners from each school was very special.” Albie 

“I liked being able to join together with other schools to sing the songs we had been learning, par-

ticularly doing the harmony.” Lucas 

“I felt honoured to carry the Banner for St Mary’s School.” Rory 
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Y5 Art Day 
 

On Wednesday 17th June, whilst Year 6 were in 

London. Year 5 had a fabulous art day run by our 

wonderful Mrs. Carpenter. 

We spent the morning doing squeegee paintings 

with acrylic paint, making Indian ink paintings on 

postcards, creating scratch images with oil pastels 

and exploring our own art projects. 

In the afternoon, the children made props and 

sets for their upcoming school play.  

 

 

This is what the children thought: 

“We made squeegee art and it was very fun because I came up with different ideas.” Reece 

“My favourite part was making my prop- a cookbook.” Helena 

“It was a fun day of art, so chill and good vibes.” Jax 
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Congratulations! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sami won the ‘Team Spirit Award’ for football in 
his U8 Football team!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William received a trophy for the ‘Most improved 
player of the season’   
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Top Tips 

 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 

 

Whole School—  photography and filming in school 

Free taster music lessons with Red Butler Music 

Menu changes next week! 

 

Lilac— Term 6 PSHE 

Leavers video—invite to send in photos for Y6 

Catch the Train Race information 

Mrs Leahy Y6 message re Pooky 
Knightsmith 

 

Willow— Y3/4 Football tournament 

 

Maple -  Questions about the ocean 

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

 

June 

24th: September Reception & parents ‘Pop in and Play’ 

25th: Forest School for Willow class 

26th: Sports Day & PTFA BBQ 

30th: Maple’s rearranged trip to Hodore Farm (AM) 

 

July 

2nd: Forest School for Maple class 

9th: September Reception & parents ‘Drop and Go’ 

9th: Forest School for Lilac class 

15th: Lilac class summer production at Village Hall 6pm 

17th: September Reception & parents ‘Play on the Croft’ 

17th: PTFA Summer Disco 

21st: Leavers Service at St Mary’s church  

21st: End of Term 6 for children 

22nd: INSET Day 

 

September  

1st: Last day of the holidays 

2nd: INSET Day no. 1 

3rd: INSET Day no. 2 

4th: Children Y1-Y6 return to school 

7th: Reception children start  

 

October 

20th: Individual and sibling photos 

 

November 

27th: Flu spray immunisations (pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

Absence from school 

Please may we remind parents that if your child is absent 

from school  to either call and leave a voicemail message on 

the telephone absence line, or email to the school office as 

soon as possible on each day of absence (unless it is for a 

number of days due to holiday) 

Absence messages from the teachers on the gate in the 

morning sometimes get delayed being passed to the office, 

which affects closing the registers on time, thank you! 
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Free School Meals are changing from September 

 
A reminder that the holiday supermarket voucher scheme (HUGGG vouchers) for pupils eligible for 

benefits-related free school meals has now ended. 

Support for families continues to be available, but it will be assessed based on individual household 
circumstances and need.  Families can find out more about support available through these links: 

Crisis and Resilience Fund 

Cost of living support 

Families eligible for free school meals can get free activities and food through Holiday food and fun. 
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https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/cost-of-living-support
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/childcare/welcome-to-holiday-food-and-fun
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School Values 

Love: love and respect 
yourself and all others, 
treating them as you 
would like to be 
treated.  

Luke 10: 25-37 

 

Strength: recognise 
people’s strength and 
use your own to be 
resilient and the best 
you can be in all that 
you do.  

John 6: 1-14 

 

Faith: have faith in 
yourself and others, 
and be honest and 
truthful. Believe that 
you never know what you can achieve until you try. 

                          Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Each week, one pupil from each class is recognised for their engagement within our school values which underpin our 
vision of ’being the best we can be, in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus’.  Again, these are recognised in 
our Celebration  Assembly on Fridays but we want also to celebrate them with you.  Since the last newsletter: 
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Forest School Term 5-                                                                                                       

As we made our way to Forest School we stopped for a game of Eagle Eye, as the grass is almost 

tall enough to hide in. We gave the class the count to 10 to hide, and the whole class disappeared! 

Every time the Eagle’s eyes are closed, they had to emerge from their hiding spot, get to the Eagle 

and back to hide before the Eagle eyes are open, otherwise they are caught and are out.   

Last term the classes have been using all the 

new fresh green leaves that have come out 

on the trees to create some beautiful,       

hammered leaf prints. This was done by   

gathering up a selection of different leaves of 

all shapes and sizes. These were then placed 

on half of a 

piece of fabric. 

Folding the   

fabric in half, a 

hammer was then used to 

bash the fabric all over. With 

every bash, the juices from 

the leaves came out onto the  

fabric creating a symmetrical picture.   

As Cherry class made their way to Forest school, they found two long 

branches that had fallen from the trees along the Forest Way.   

Working in teams, they carried these branches all the way to Forest 

School. The branches were then cut up by the children using a saw 

and added to the dead hedge that is being built around the back of 

the fire circle.  

In the woods, the children have practised their 

sawing skills by cutting up firewood, have been   

creative in den construction, and climbed trees.  
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Uniform Orders for September 2026 
 

The correct ordering link is available on your school website, and below if    
needed) 

St Mary The Virgin C of E Primary School  
 
Please note an update on delivery charges: the correct home delivery cost is 
£4.50 via Royal Mail. Price and Buckland also offer free delivery on orders over 
£65 and Klarna on orders over £75. 
 
Orders to home should be placed before the cut-off date of 1st August. 
 
Final delivery into school is the week commencing 13 July 2026, (then it pauses   
until week commencing 14 September 2026). 
N.B. Parent order cut-off for delivery that week of 13th July is 28th June.) 
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have 
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word 

about our open events, and share and like our  

Social Media posts! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************** 

PTFA 
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St Mary’s Church Information 
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