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If you need the newsleƩer, or any other school leƩer, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any informaƟon, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Headlines from the Head  

Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.  

Dear St Mary’s Families, 

As the year draws to a close, we want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible journey we have shared. It has been 
a year filled with laughter, determinaƟon, curiosity, and immense growth. There were two huge producƟons, a fabulous 
NaƟvity, May Day, Sport’s Day, ResidenƟal, whole school visit to The Science Centre, Healthy EaƟng Day and many    
other memorable moments, including a very successful SIAMS inspecƟon.  

 

Pupil’s Highlights: 

“I have loved making stone-age necklaces. I like maths and really enjoyed doing co-ordinates.” George 

“I liked visiƟng the reservoir and learning about how water is made clean for us to drink.” Jay-J 

 

RecepƟon ReflecƟons on their first year of school: 

“I like my new friends.” Connie 

“I love choosing Ɵme, I loved creaƟng Dino Land.” William 

“I like the Ice-cream shop!” BerƟe 

“I like being outside on the playground. Bike week was the best.” Harry 

 

Staff Highlights 

Mrs Whyte says, “Maple Class learning to skip for Maypole.” “Maple trip to Hodore farm ‘driving’ the tractors.  

Mrs Fry says, “Taking the school choir to Young Voices.”  

Mrs Thurman says, “Explorer Day was so much fun. Children had to solve clues and do challenges to collect special golden keys to 
unlock the treasure box. The Treasure was more marbles for our class jar! The children’s aƫtude, joy and enthusiasm added to the 
experience and made it the best moment of the year!” 

Mrs Hill says, “The Summer producƟon.” 

Mrs Miller says, “Taking some children to Pooh Bridge to meet The Queen!” 
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Phunky Foods 
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Phunky Foods conƟnued 
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Top Tips 
 
LeƩers, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 
 
Whole School—  Help Inform Childcare in East Sussex - 
Parent Survey  
School class group photographs   
Pupil Reports 
An enormous thank you—12 Clumps Challenge 

 
Lilac— (Y5) Swimming forms/payments outstanding 
 
Willow— Update on Postponed Y3/4 
Football Tournament  

(Y4) Swimming forms/payments 
outstanding 

 

If you need the newsleƩer, or any other school leƩer, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any informaƟon, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 
July: 

21st: Leavers Service at St Mary’s Church 9.30am 

21st: End of Term 6 for children 

22nd: INSET Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September  

1st: Last day of the holidays 

2nd: INSET Day no. 1 

3rd: INSET Day no. 2 

4th: Children Y1-Y6 return to school 

7th: RecepƟon children start  

 

October 

20th: Individual and sibling photos 

 

November 

27th: Flu spray immunisaƟons (pm) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 31st August 2026, the three existing governing boards 
for Pioneer, Framfield CEP and Stonegate CEP will dissolve 
and from 1st September 2026, there will be one governing 
board covering the eight Pioneer Schools. 

Parents have voted in their governors for next year; 
Jessica Tabbah and Gavin Harrison will be appointed from 
1st September but have already received mountains of 
information and training details to keep them busy over 
the summer holidays! 
To keep a sense of 'familiarity' between schools and 
governors, there will be three cluster committees working 
with select schools: 
Ashdown Cluster working with Groombridge St Thomas, 
St Mary the Virgin and Stonegate CEP  
Downs Cluster working with Chiddingly, Park Mead and 
Framfield CEP 
Weald Cluster working with East Hoathly and Nutley CEP 
Through future Newsletters, it is hoped to introduce the 
schools to their cluster committees, so faces can be 
recognised 
 
If contact needs to be made with the governors, please 
email the Clerk on clerk@pioneerfederation.co.uk who 
will ensure messages reach the right people. 
 

 

Pioneer Governors Update 
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Uniform and PE Kit Orders for September 2026 
 

The correct ordering link for uniform from 
Price and Buckland is available on our school 
website. 
 
Please note an update on delivery charges: the 
correct home delivery cost is £4.50 via Royal 
Mail. Price and Buckland also offer free       
delivery on orders over £65 and Klarna on  
orders over £75. 
 
Orders to home should be placed before the 
cut-off date of 1st August.  
N.B Last year 53% of parent orders placed 
aŌer the cut-off date.  
 
Final delivery into school, if you have ordered 
before 28th June, is the week commencing 13 

July 2026, then it pauses until week            
commencing 14 September 2026. 

 
************************************ 

Please order PE Kit from 
hƩps://www.signosaurus.co.uk/

stmarythevirginschool 
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have 
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word 

about our open events, and share and like our  
Social Media posts! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************************************** 
PTFA 
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St Mary’s Church InformaƟon 
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St Mary’s Church InformaƟon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************* 

 

FREE events at your local library during the  
summer holidays. 

 
Details at the link below 

 
Summer Reading Challenge | East Sussex Libraries 

 
 

 



St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School, Harƞield, East Sussex, TN7 4AA 

Tel: 01892 770221  Email: office@st-maryharƞield.e-sussex.sch.uk Website: www.pioneerfederaƟon.co.uk 

'The school and Governing body allow external clubs to advertise on our newsletter but are not responsible for them.''  

Great British Summer Savings 
 

Rising prices can make life's liƩle treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays when costs 

build up for families. This Government is determined to help, and that is why last month the Chancellor   

announced the Great BriƟsh Summer Savings scheme. 

 

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cuƫng VAT from 20% to 5% on chil-

dren's meals in restaurants, children and family Ɵckets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibiƟons, and 

admission to a wide range of aƩracƟons. Combined with free bus travel during August for children aged 5 to 

15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that make summer special, in-

cluding visits to the kinds of cultural and educaƟonal aƩracƟons that enrich children's lives outside the    

classroom. 

 

The public are ready to get behind the scheme and are keen to take advantage of the discounts available. As 

trusted pillars of their communiƟes, schools play a vital role in connecƟng families with important             

informaƟon. 

 

We need you to help spread the word. So please share details of the Great BriƟsh Summer Savings scheme 

through your newsleƩers, school apps, and other communicaƟons to parents and carers, so that the families 

in your school community know about the experiences they can enjoy this summer for less. 

 

This forms part of a broader effort by the Government to ease financial pressures on families. From ending 

the two-child limit and expanding free school meals, to rolling out free breakfast clubs and delivering 30 

hours of free childcare, this Government is taking acƟon to put more money back into parents’ pockets and 

give every child the best possible start in life. 

 

As part of this campaign, we have launched an aƩracƟon finder website which allows families to type in 

their postcode and find parƟcipaƟng venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To use the 

aƩracƟon finder, please visit hƩps://summersavings.gov.uk. 

 

Businesses can find out more about the VAT reducƟon by visiƟng GOV.UK and searching 'Temporary     

reduced rate of VAT for family aƩracƟons'. 
 

(From the Department for EducaƟon) 
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VIM Camps Ltd, our new Wrap Around Care (WAC) provider is looking for staff for 

their WAC at GROOMBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Community Breakfasts in Hailsham continue this year on Friday 7 August (CMA will be present for 
debt advice), and Friday 6 November (Sussex Energise will be present for fuel bills advice). These 
will be at the Hailsham Parish Church (town centre near Costa Coffee) in the side room (go 
through the glass door). 
 
The breakfasts are on a drop-in basis and people can come in anytime between 10am-12pm to 
enjoy tea, coffee and breakfast, and advice if you want. We have some funding for the breakfasts, 
we ask people to contribute £1-£3 if they can, but if they can't then it's totally free.  
 
For the August Community Breakfast children are also welcome to join with parent supervision.  
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