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Headlines from the Head  

Being the best we can be in a thriving community, following the example of Jesus.  

Dear St Mary’s Families, 

 

As we reach the end of this remarkably busy and vibrant first term, I want to take a moment to reflect on         

everything our school community has achieved together. From our newest pupils settling so brilliantly into their 

routines to the fantastic progress being made across all year groups, it has been a term defined by enthusiasm, 

hard work, and genuine joy in learning. 

 

We capped off this wonderful term with a truly memorable week of celebrations as we marked the 100th         

anniversary of A.A. Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh. The school has been abuzz with creativity, laughter, and a little bit of 

Hundred Acre Wood magic. From the parade and story-sharing sessions to Pooh Sticks challenges and teddy 

bears' picnics, our pupils have embraced the spirit of friendship, curiosity, and kindness that these classic stories 

represent. It was a fittingly joyful way to celebrate this special bear. 

Adding to the excitement, our first Community Bake Sale was a resounding      

success! Thanks to the incredible generosity of our bakers, volunteers, and eager 

buyers, our hall was filled with an extraordinary array of treats. The afternoon 

showed the very best of our Thriving Community, and we look forward to the 

next one. 

 

I am immensely proud of our pupils for their effort and positive attitudes, and I 

extend my heartfelt thanks to our dedicated staff for their unwavering energy and 

commitment. My gratitude also goes to you, our families, for your continued support and partnership in every-

thing we do.   

Mrs Fry 
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100th Birthday of Winnie the Pooh  

100th Anniversary Parade and watching a time capsule being buried – Wednesday 14th October 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To celebrate Winnie the Pooh turning 100, the whole school paraded around Hartfield village, displaying our 
marvellous bamboo sculptures.  
 

“It liked walking, it was fun walking around.” Lander 
“I liked showing my owl to everyone who came to watch.” Teddy 

 
In the afternoon, our Year 6 pupils were invited to Pooh Corner, to watch the burial of a very special time 
capsule to mark the 100 year anniversary. BBC South East Today were at Pooh Corner and interviewed some 
of our pupils. The children enjoyed watching themselves on TV  on the news! Here is a link to the news page.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckjwevwvqj8vo 
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Community Bake Sale  - Thursday 15th October 
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Fabulous Finish this Tuesday, 20th October 

All parents welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Soft toys and fidget toys 

Please could you remind your children that soft toys and fidget toys 

are not to be brought into school, unless this has been agreed with 

Mrs. Leahy, Mrs. Fry or your child’s teacher. These can cause      

distraction and disruptive to learning. 

We appreciate your support with this. 
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Top Tips 

 

Letters, emails and WhatsApp's home this fortnight. 
Please check below and let the office know if you 
have missed any: 

 

Whole School—   

Fabulous Finish open classrooms 

School photographer in on Tuesday 20th October 

 

Lilac— Residential deposit payments 

Trip to Natural History Museum 

 

Willow—staffing update 

 

Cherry—Forest School report 

 

Maple— Early Years Transition to 
Reception questionnaire for 
Parents/Carers   

If you need the newsletter, or any other school letter, to be in a different format, please speak with   
Mrs Miller in the school office.  

If you need help or support with access to any information, please also contact Mrs Miller.   

Dates for your Diary 

October 

17th: Art for All exhibition at church 11am –4pm 

20th: Individual and sibling photos—see below 

20th: Fabulous Finish  open classrooms 3.15-3.45pm 

22nd: Lilac Class Spy Day 

22nd: PTFA Disco 3.15-4.30pm 

23rd: Open event for prospective parents 9.30-

10.30am 

23rd: End of Term 1 

November 

2nd: Start of term 2 

6th: Open event for prospective parents 9.30-10.30am 

6th: Parent workshop Anxiety and Avoidance 1.45-

3.15pm 

10th: Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm (not Cherry) 

12th: Forest School Lilac Class 

12th: Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm (not Cherry) 

16th: Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm (Cherry only) 

17th: Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm (Cherry only) 

19th: Forest School Willow Class 

20th: Open event for prospective parents 9.30-

10.30am 

20th: Parent workshop Learning about neurodivergent 

children  1.45-3.15pm 

26th: Forest School Willow Class (again) 

27th: Flu spray immunisations (pm) 

 

December 

3rd: Lilac class trip to London Natural 

History Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school photographer (Tempest 
photography) will be in school on 
Tuesday 20th October 2026. 

As well as taking photographs of 
individual children and school-age 
siblings during school time, they will be 
available in the hall from 8.30am for 
families who would like sibling photos 
with pre-school age children. 

Happy 100th Birthday  ‘Silly Old Bear’ 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/T7UdyJsFQJ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/T7UdyJsFQJ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/T7UdyJsFQJ
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We are keen to increase visits to our school, and have 
spaces in many year groups, so please spread the word 

about our open events, and share and like our  

Social Media posts! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************** 

PTFA 
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PTFA 
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St Mary’s Church Information 
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Clubs in term 2 run by Sam Lloyd-Smith for all children YR to Y6 

 

 

We’ve taken note of your votes! 

 

Multi-Sports and Dodge Ball  are open to all children 

from Reception to Year 6 
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